
When you’re catching a flight from London City Airport, many travellers wonder: does London City add £6 to
black cab meter for drop off? With airport drop-off fees quietly rising across the UK, it’s a pertinent question.
This article breaks down the current situation, compares London City to other airports, and explores alternatives to
help you keep your airport taxi costs under control.

Understanding the London City Drop Off Charge
First, the direct answer: London City Airport charges a £6 taxi drop off fee for black cabs and other vehicles
dropping passengers at the terminal. This fee is added on top of the standard taxi fare meter and is collected by
the airport as part of their vehicle access charges.

So your usual taxi driver meter reading is not your full cost – at London City you’ll pay an extra £6 as a black cab
airport extra. This is known more formally as a taxi drop off fee London City.

Why does London City Airport charge this fee?

In order to manage congestion and maintain the quality of the airport environment for passengers, many UK
airports have introduced drop-off or “kiss-and-fly” charges. London City Airport started this fee scheme to
regulate vehicle access close to the terminal and encourage the use of pre-book airport parking alternatives like
park and ride or public transport.

Drop-Off Fees Rising Quietly Across UK Airports
London City is not alone. Across the UK, drop-off charges have been steadily rising – often quietly, with
passengers only finding out when they’re paying the extra. Here are some key notes about the current landscape:

Average UK drop-off charge is now £6.51 per visit, according to our latest data.

London City’s £6 fee is close to the average but still significant relative to many other airports.

Some of the most expensive airports for drop-off fees include Heathrow, Gatwick, and Manchester, with
charges sometimes exceeding £8-£10.

Table: Airport Taxi Drop-Off Fees Across the UK (2024)

Airport Taxi Drop-Off Charge London City Airport £6.00 London Heathrow £8.00 London Gatwick £7.50
Manchester Airport £7.00 Edinburgh Airport £5.00 Birmingham Airport £5.50

Note: Charges may vary slightly based on vehicle type or specific entrance used.

How to Save: Free Alternatives to the Taxi Drop-Off Charge
If you want to avoid paying the £6 black cab drop off charge at London City airport (or equivalent fees at other
UK airports), you do have some alternatives. Many airports offer free drop-off zones or long stay car park
drop-off windows combined with shuttle buses and park-and-ride options.
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Popular Free Alternatives:

1. Long Stay and Park & Ride car parks: Usually located a bit further from the terminal, these offer free drop-
off zones where you can be dropped off by taxi or private vehicle without extra charges. Then take a shuttle
bus to the terminal.

2. Public Transport Links: Many airports encourage use of trains, trams, or buses to avoid road congestion
fees.

3. Private car parks with complementary shuttle: Holiday Extras offers comprehensive ticket comparisons for
airport parking, drop-off, and shuttle services—helpful to find best value options.

While these alternatives may save you the airport drop-off fee, they come with a time cost. Shuttle buses from
long stay or park & ride lots typically take 10-20 minutes compared to the direct roadside drop off at the terminal.
For some travellers, especially those with heavy luggage or tight schedules, paying the kerbside convenience fee
may still be worth it.

Using Tools to Compare and Book Airport Parking and Drop-Off
Options
One of the best ways to manage your overall airport transfer costs and avoid paying unexpected black cab airport
extras is to plan ahead with comparison tools.

Holiday Extras offers excellent, easy-to-use airport parking comparison pages that help you compare long stay
car parks, meet & greet, and shuttle services at London City and other UK airports.

Booking in advance via trusted platforms can also often secure better deals than paying on arrival.

For UK travellers booking through affiliate links, you might find Holiday Extras offers tracked via awin1.com,
ensuring a safe, reliable booking experience while helping support informative content channels like this one.

Summary: Is the London City Drop-Off Charge Worth It?
To recap:



London City Airport adds a £6 taxi drop off charge payable on top of the black cab meter fare.

This charge is part of a wider UK trend of increasing airport access fees, with an average fee of around £6.51
nationwide.

The most expensive airports can charge £7-£10 for taxi drop offs.

Free alternatives like long stay and park & ride car parks exist but usually require shuttle transport taking
extra time.

Holiday Extras is a useful resource for comparing all parking and shuttle options to find a balance between
cost and convenience.

Ultimately, whether to pay the £6 taxi drop off fee London City depends on how much you value getting dropped
right outside the terminal versus saving a few pounds and taking a shuttle. For many, the convenience of kerbside
access with a reliable black cab justifies the fee. For budget travellers or those with flexible time, free drop-off
options make sense.

Planning Your Trip to London City Airport? Use These Resources:
Compare long stay parking and shuttle options via Holiday Extras Airport Parking Comparison.

Check updated black cab extra fees on official airport websites before travel.

Consider the cost vs time trade-off: do you want to save money or skip shuttles?

Book your taxi in advance when possible to budget for meter plus £6 extra.

With a bit of planning and these insights on the black cab airport extra at London City and other UK airports,
you can make your journey smoother—and avoid surprise costs on the day of your trip.


