
Your Guide to Affordable Radon Mitigation in St.
Louis
When I bought my first home in St. Louis, radon was the last thing on my mind. I had the usual
worries about roof leaks and old wiring, but not the invisible gas that can seep into a
basement. A few years later, after a neighbor mentioned testing, I picked up a radon test kit
from a local hardware store. The results came back above the EPA action level of 4 pCi/L. That
is when the real education started, not just about health risks, but about the actual cost of
fixing the problem.

Radon mitigation sounds technical and expensive, but it does not have to break the bank. In
fact, affordable radon mitigation is possible if you understand what you are paying for and
what questions to ask a radon contractor. The key is knowing the difference between a quick
patch job and a properly designed radon mitigation system that will keep your radon levels low
for years.

What Drives Radon Mitigation Cost?
The biggest factor in radon mitigation cost is the type of foundation your home sits on. A
basement on a concrete slab is different from a crawlspace, and each requires a specific
approach. The most common method in the St. Louis area is sub-slab depressurization. This
involves drilling a small hole through the basement floor, creating a suction point underneath,
and venting the soil gas through a pipe that runs up the side of the house. A radon fan is
installed on that pipe to pull air from below the slab and exhaust it safely above the roofline.

For homes with a crawlspace, the approach shifts to crawlspace mitigation. Here the
contractor might seal a plastic vapor barrier over the dirt floor and vent that space directly.
Both methods rely on the same principle of soil suction: reducing the pressure under the house
so that radon does not get pulled inside through cracks and gaps.

Other factors that affect radon mitigation cost include the number of suction points needed,
the length of piping runs, and whether the fan is installed inside or outside the living space. A
simple installation on a standard slab might run around $800 to $1,200, while a more complex
crawlspace job could land closer to $2,000. These are ballpark numbers, and every home is
different. The important thing is to get a quote from a qualified radon contractor who will
perform a post-mitigation test to confirm the system works.

Passive vs. Active Radon Systems



Not all radon mitigation systems are the same. A passive radon system relies on natural air
pressure and stack effect to draw soil gas away from the house. These are sometimes
installed during new construction, but they are less reliable in existing homes because the
pressure differences are small. An active radon system uses a radon fan to create consistent
suction, which is far more effective at reducing radon levels below the EPA action level.

For older homes in the St. Louis radon zone, where the geology tends to produce higher
readings, an active system is almost always the right call. The fan adds a bit to the upfront
cost, but it also gives you a measurable result. You will know the system is running because
the fan hums quietly and the manometer shows a steady vacuum. That peace of mind is worth
the extra expense.

Testing Before and After
To know if you need mitigation, you have to start with radon testing. A simple radon test kit
from a local supplier or online retailer costs $10 to $30 and gives you a 48-hour snapshot. For
more detailed data, some homeowners invest in a continuous radon monitor, which tracks
levels over days or weeks and shows daily fluctuations. I have used both, and the continuous
monitor is especially helpful when you want to see if a mitigation system is working
consistently, not just during a short test window.

After mitigation, a post-mitigation test is essential. It confirms that the system has brought
radon levels down to a safe range, typically below the EPA action level. Most reputable
contractors include this in their quote. Some also offer a radon reduction warranty, which
guarantees the performance of the system for a set period, usually five years. If your levels
creep back up, they will come back and adjust the system at no extra charge. That kind of
coverage is a sign of a confident radon contractor.

Finding Affordable Radon Mitigation Without Cutting Corners
Here is where the rubber meets the road. You want affordable radon mitigation, but you also
want a system that lasts. The cheapest bid is not always the best deal. I have seen cases
where a contractor used undersized piping or skipped the post-mitigation test to save a few
hundred dollars. That might get the radon levels down temporarily, but without verification, you
are guessing. A properly installed radon mitigation system should last 20 years or more with
minimal maintenance, mostly just checking that the fan is running and the manometer shows
suction.

One way to keep costs down is to bundle testing and mitigation with the same company. Some
St. Louis area firms, like Air Sense Environmental, offer both radon testing and mitigation
services, which can reduce travel and overhead charges. They also know the local soil
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conditions and common foundation types in the St. Louis radon zone, so they can give you a
realistic quote without unnecessary add-ons.

Another practical tip: ask about the fan model upfront. A high-quality radon fan costs more
initially but runs quieter and uses less electricity over time. A cheap fan might save you $100
now but fail in three years, costing you more in replacement labor. When you are comparing
quotes, look at the whole system, not just the bottom line. A reputable radon contractor will
explain the trade-offs and help you choose a system that balances cost and durability.

Real-World Example
A friend of mine in south St. Louis County tested his home and got a reading of 12 pCi/L, three
times the EPA action level. He called three radon contractors for quotes. The first proposed a
single sub-slab suction point with a mid-range fan for $1,100. The second recommended two
suction points and a more powerful fan for $1,800. The third quote came in at $950 but did not
include a post-mitigation test or a radon reduction warranty. He went with the first option, and
the post-mitigation test showed levels around 1.5 pCi/L. That system has been running for four
years without a hiccup. The total cost, including the initial radon test kit, was under $1,200.

That is a perfect example of affordable radon mitigation done right. It was not the cheapest
quote, but it was the best value because it included verification and a warranty. The radon fan
runs continuously, adding maybe $2 to his monthly electric bill. For most homeowners, that is a
small price to pay for reducing a known health risk.

What to Look for in a Radon Contractor
Whether you are in St. Louis or anywhere else, you want a radon contractor who is licensed,
insured, and experienced with local soil conditions. Ask if they are certified by the National
Radon Proficiency Program or a similar body. Request references from recent installations in
your neighborhood. A good contractor will be happy to share them.

Also, ask about the specific technique they plan to use. For most slab-on-grade homes, sub-
slab depressurization is the standard. For crawlspaces, a sealed vapor barrier with passive or
active venting works best. The contractor should explain why they chose a particular method
for your home and what the expected outcome is. If they cannot give you a clear answer, keep
looking.

Finally, read the fine print on any radon reduction warranty. Some warranties cover parts only,
not labor. Others require annual maintenance checks to stay valid. Know what you are signing
up for before you pay the deposit.



Final Thoughts
Radon mitigation does not have to be a financial burden. With a little research and the right
questions, you can find affordable radon mitigation that protects your family without emptying
your wallet. Start with a radon test kit, understand your foundation type, and get multiple
quotes from qualified contractors. The St. Louis radon zone is known for higher readings, but
that just means the solutions are well understood and widely available. Take your time, ask the
right questions, and you will end up with a radon mitigation system that gives you peace of
mind for years to come.


