
A dining table can look perfectly manageable on a showroom floor and become a delivery-day problem the
moment it meets your elevator. In a small Seattle apartment, the issue is rarely just “Will the table fit?” You have to
get it from the curb, through the building entrance, into the elevator, out again, around the tightest turn, and into
the dining area—without blocking the hallway or discovering that the tabletop is wider than the elevator door.

After years of preparing furniture deliveries, I keep a tape measure in my jacket pocket for a reason: a few careful
measurements can save you from a costly return, a stalled delivery, or a dining room that has no room for chairs.
This guide walks you through the measurements, table styles, and delivery questions that matter when your
elevator is small and your home is smaller still.

Start with the Whole Route, Not the Dining Room
The first shopping question shouldn’t be “What size table fits in my room?” It should be “What is the tightest turn
from the curb to my dining room?” A table has to pass every point along that route. One narrow elevator door,
low ceiling, or sharp hallway corner can rule out a piece that would otherwise fit beautifully at home.

Walk the route your delivery team will take and note the narrowest or most awkward spots. Don’t forget shared
building spaces: a lobby doorway, a vestibule, a short hall between the elevator and your unit, or a stair landing if
the elevator doesn’t reach your floor.

Measure these points before you shop

Elevator door opening: Measure clear width and height with the doors fully open. Measure between the
door frame’s usable edges, not the wider wall opening.

Elevator interior: Record the usable width, depth, and height. Include handrails, control panels, and any
bump-outs that reduce the space.

Hallways and doorways: Measure the clear opening, including the narrowest point with the door open.
Check door handles and closers.

Turns and landings: Note hallway width and the space available to rotate a long box or tabletop. A straight
doorway measurement won’t tell you whether a package can turn the corner.

Stairs and ceilings: If stairs are part of the route, measure their width, landing dimensions, and overhead
clearance.

Your dining area: Measure the usable floor area, including the space needed to pull out chairs and walk
behind seated people.

Write the numbers down rather than relying on memory. If the elevator is irregularly shaped, sketch it and mark
the door, handrails, and control panel. For elevator depth width, record the interior depth and width separately;
don’t assume that a long package can simply be angled inside. The door opening may be the limiting dimension
even when the cab itself is roomy.

Packaging Dimensions Matter More Than the Product Photo
A table listing may give the assembled dimensions but not the dimensions of each carton. For elevator delivery,
those table packaging dimensions are often more important than the tabletop’s finished size. A tabletop that is 40
inches wide might arrive in a box wider than 40 inches, while a larger table with a detachable top may ship in
several manageable pieces.



Ask the retailer or manufacturer for the length, width, and height of each package, plus the package weight.
Confirm whether the table arrives assembled, partially assembled, or flat-packed. Ask whether the legs come off,
whether the top can be separated from the base, and whether the cartons can be opened before carrying the
pieces through your building. Don’t count on a delivery crew https://patch.com/washington/edmonds/dining-
tables-do-double-duty-small-homes unpacking or repacking furniture unless that service is explicitly included.

For a table with a long carton, ask how the package must be oriented during delivery. A box may fit through a
door when carried upright but fail to make a turn once it reaches a low ceiling or narrow elevator. If a delivery
team can remove packaging, find out where that work can happen and how the pieces will be protected afterward.

Compare the route with the package

Use the narrowest clear opening as an initial check, not a guarantee. If the carton is close to the opening size, a
turn, a handrail, or a door closer may make the route impossible. A retailer’s “fits through a standard doorway”
claim doesn’t answer whether it fits your elevator. Get the measurements in writing and share your route details
with the delivery team before scheduling.

What to measure What to record Why it matters Elevator door Clear width and height The package must pass
through the actual opening. Elevator cab Interior width, depth, and height Determines whether packages can fit or
be repositioned. Hall turns Hall width and landing space A long box needs room to rotate, not just room to pass
straight. Table cartons Dimensions and weight of every package Cartons can be larger than the assembled parts.
Dining area Room dimensions and chair clearances A table that enters the home still needs to function there.

Use Room Measurements That Include Chairs
In a tiny home, the table’s footprint is only part of the story. You also need space to sit down, pull out a chair, and
pass behind someone who is seated. Ignoring chair pull-out space is one of the quickest ways to turn a compact
dining area into a daily obstacle course.

As a practical starting point, allow about 36 inches from the table edge to a wall or obstacle where people need to
move around. About 30 inches may work in a tight spot where traffic is occasional, but it will feel constrained.
Where someone needs to walk behind a seated diner, aim for roughly 44 inches if the room allows. These are
planning guidelines, not universal rules: chair size, table height, mobility needs, and traffic patterns all matter.

Mark the table outline on the floor with painter’s tape, then add the chair footprints. Pull each chair back as if you
were sitting down. Can you get in and out without moving another chair? Can the fridge, balcony door, or cabinet
still open? A few minutes with tape on the floor is cheaper than buying a table based on a flattering product
photo.



Choose a Shape That Suits the Room

Round tables

A small round table can make a tight room feel less crowded because it has no corners to catch hips or interrupt a
walking path. It can also be easier to navigate around than a rectangular table of similar capacity. The trade-off is
that round tables use floor space continuously, and the center can be hard to reach when the table gets larger.

Rectangular and square tables

A rectangular table can fit neatly against a wall when it isn’t in use, especially if one side can remain clear. A square
table may suit a compact dining nook, but check that chairs can be pulled out on the sides you plan to use. A
narrow top can help in a small room, but it may leave little space for serving dishes or laptops.



Don’t treat a manufacturer’s seat count as a promise. “Seats eight” often means eight people can be placed
around the table under favorable conditions—not that eight people can dine comfortably in your apartment.
Check the table length, chair width, and usable room area before trusting the number.

Drop-Leaf and Gateleg Tables: Flexible, with Trade-Offs

Drop-leaf tables

A drop-leaf table has one or more hinged sections that fold down when not needed. That can be a smart fit for a
small home: keep one leaf raised for everyday meals, then fold it down to open a walkway or reclaim floor space.
Some models can sit close to a wall while still providing a useful surface.

Before buying, check how the leaves are supported and what must move to raise or lower them. A drop leaf may
need clearance for a support bracket or for the leaf to swing. Confirm whether the folded leaves are secure,
whether they wobble under everyday use, and whether the hinges can be reached for maintenance. Also check
whether the table is still stable with only one side raised.

Gateleg tables

Gateleg tables use swinging legs or frames to support leaves. They can offer a generous dining surface when open
and a compact footprint when folded. That makes them appealing when you host occasionally but don’t want a
large table taking over the room every day.

The moving supports need floor space, though. Open the table fully and check where the gates swing, whether
their feet interfere with chair legs, and whether the table can stand safely on your flooring. A gateleg design may
be compact when closed but awkward to operate in a narrow passage. If possible, test the opening motion in a
showroom or watch a clear demonstration before ordering.

For both styles, check the folded dimensions and the open dimensions—not just the everyday configuration. Make
sure you can actually use the larger setting without blocking the route to the kitchen or leaving no space to sit.

Extending Tables Need a Leaf Storage Plan
An extending table can be a good solution if your daily needs are modest and you host only now and then. But an
extension leaf is not useful if you have nowhere to store it. Before buying, decide exactly where the leaf will live:
under the bed, in a closet, behind a cabinet, or in a designated storage area.

Measure that spot, including the leaf’s thickness and any protective packaging you plan to keep. Check how heavy
the leaf is and whether one person can move it safely. Some tables store the leaf inside the frame; others require
separate storage. Internal storage can be convenient, but it may make the table heavier or bulkier, so include the
table’s package dimensions in your elevator check.

Ask for the table’s actual extended length and width. Product descriptions sometimes highlight the closed size and
say the table “extends for guests” without making the full dimensions easy to find. Get the exact measurements
for the closed table, each extension configuration, and the leaf itself. Then tape the extended outline on the floor
and test the chair clearances at the larger size.

A Delivery Planning Checklist



Use this delivery planning checklist before placing your order. If you can’t get a clear answer to a key question,
pause and ask again. Guessing is not a delivery strategy.

1. Measure the full path from curb to dining room, including building entrances, elevator, halls, turns, and any
stairs.

2. Record elevator depth width and clear door-opening dimensions separately.

3. Get table packaging dimensions for every carton, along with package weights.

4. Confirm whether the tabletop, legs, base, and leaves arrive as separate pieces.

5. Ask whether the delivery team can remove packaging, and where that can happen.

6. Check building rules for elevator reservations, protective coverings, delivery hours, and service entrances.

7. Confirm that the delivery appointment includes the service you need, such as room-of-choice delivery or
assembly.

8. Measure the dining area with chairs pulled out, not just the empty floor.

9. For an extending model, find the exact extended dimensions and choose a specific leaf-storage spot.

10. Keep measurements, product details, and delivery confirmations together for the day the table arrives.

Make the Small Space Work for Everyday Life
In a tiny home, an oversized table can turn into a landing zone for mail, bags, groceries, and everything else that
has nowhere to go. That overflow clutter is not just a housekeeping problem; it can be a sign that the table is
doing too many jobs or occupying too much of the room. Choose a size that supports daily meals without making
the rest of the space harder to use.

Consider how you really live. If you work at the table, leave room for a laptop and a meal at the same time. If you
mostly eat on the sofa, a compact table with one occasional extension may suit you better than a large everyday
surface. If the table also serves as a project area, plan where those materials will go when it’s time to eat.

Before buying, run through the route one last time in your head: curb, entrance, elevator, hall, tightest turn, and
dining room. Then run through the room: table, chairs pulled back, people passing through, and the storage plan
for any leaf. The right table is not simply the one that fits in the elevator or the one that seats the most people. It’s
the one that reaches your home safely and leaves enough space for you to live in it.


