Homeowners usually spot a blown double-glazed unit on a chilly morning. The room feels cooler than it should,
the glass looks foggy from the inside, and no amount of wiping clears it. That misting behind the panes is the
giveaway. Moisture has crept through a failed seal and is now trapped between the sheets of glass. It's irritating,
wastes energy, and spoils the view. The bigger worry is whether fixing it means tarps everywhere, dust in the

carpets, and weeks of disruption.

You can put that nightmare to one side. Most Double Glazing Repairs, including misted and “blown” units, can be
carried out with far less fuss than people expect. If you choose the right method, much of the time it's a matter of
a quiet visit, some careful work, and a tidy finish in under an hour per window. The trick is knowing what's actually

failed and matching the remedy to the fault.

What “blown” really means

Double glazing relies on two sheets of glass separated by a sealed cavity. That cavity is usually filled with air or
argon and contains a desiccant strip to keep moisture in check. The edges of the unit are sealed with a butyl
primary seal and a secondary sealant such as polysulfide or silicone. Over time, UV exposure, thermal expansion,
and minor frame movement can fatigue those seals. When they fail, humid air enters the cavity and condenses on

the colder inner surfaces, creating persistent fogging you can't wipe away. People call this a “blown” unit.

It's not explosive, it's just a slow leak that disrupts the insulating layer. The thermal performance drops, the
window looks tatty, and in colder weather you may feel drafts from other gaps that often show up around the
same time. Left long enough, moisture can etch the low-emissivity coating on the inner pane, leaving permanent

marks.

Can you fix blown double glazing without ripping out frames?
In many cases, yes. You usually have three broad routes.

First, replace just the sealed glass unit and leave the existing frames in place. For uPVC and many aluminum
systems, this is straightforward. For timber frames, it is still possible with care. This approach restores clarity and

thermal performance without the upheaval of removing the entire window.

Second, attempt a repair on the existing unit by drilling, venting, and drying the cavity, then resealing and adding
valves. This can clear the fogging, but it can't recreate the original factory vacuum or argon fill. Performance

improves visually, though energy efficiency gains are limited.

Third, if the frames themselves are failing, consider partial frame repair along with a new unit. This is more

involved, but still far lighter than a full window replacement that includes removing the outer frame from the wall.

If your priority is minimal mess, replacing the sealed unit while leaving frames undisturbed is the sweet spot. It's

quick, clean, and returns the window to near-new performance as long as the frames are sound.

A quiet, clean day’s work: what the process looks like

I've carried out and overseen hundreds of Misted Double Glazing Repairs in lived-in homes, including flats with

tight access and family houses where nap time is non-negotiable. The cleanest jobs share a few habits.

The survey comes first. A technician checks sizes, glass spec, spacer thickness, any coatings, and any trickle vents

or glazing bars. The goal is to match what you have or improve it. If the window had low-E glass and argon fill



originally, you'll want the same. If the window faces a busy road, you might choose laminated acoustic glass in the

replacement unit. This isn't messy, just tape measures and notes.

Units are then made to order. Lead time is typically 3 to 10 working days depending on glass spec and the

fabricator’s queue. Nothing happens in your home during this period.

On installation day, the fitter lays down floor protection and brings in only what's needed. For uPVC, the glazing
beads pop out with a thin blade and a glazing shovel. The old unit lifts free. There’s no plaster dust and rarely any
need for power tools. The new unit slots in, packers adjust load-bearing points, and beads go back on with a
respectful tap from a mallet. Silicone touch-ups are minimal and tidy. For a standard casement window, the whole

sequence can take 20 to 40 minutes.

CST Double Glazing Repairs
4 Mill Ln

Cottesmore

Oakham

LE15 7DL

Phone: +44 7973 682562

Timber frames demand more care. Old putty can be brittle, and beading might be nailed or pinned. Even so, most
of the mess is contained to a few paint flakes caught by a drop cloth. A sharp chisel and steady hands reduce
splintering. Many homeowners take the opportunity to refresh the paint line around the beads afterward, but it

isn't always needed.

Aluminum often sits between the two in complexity. Pressure plates and gaskets are loosened, the old unit comes

out, and the new one goes in using fresh gaskets. The work is methodical, not messy.

When it's done well, you notice the clarity first, then the way the room holds heat better. What you don't notice is

clutter, dust, or noise.



Should you try a “repair without replacement” kit?

You've probably seen adverts for drill-and-dry services that claim to demist without replacing the glass. I've tested

them in rentals and a couple of holiday lets to understand where they fit.

They can work in a limited way. Small holes are drilled through the outer pane, desiccant is injected, and one-way
vents allow moisture to escape over time. On a south-facing elevation where the sun warms the cavity regularly,
fogging can clear and stay clear for a year or two. On a shaded or north-facing side, the problem often returns.
The unit won't regain its original U-value because you no longer have a sealed argon layer. For homeowners who

only care about the view and want the least disruption possible, it can be a stopgap.

There are caveats. You keep visible caps on the glass where the holes were drilled. The process voids any remaining
unit warranty. If the inner low-E coating has been etched, you'll still see marks even after drying. And if you plan to
sell the property soon, surveyors may flag such repairs as non-standard. For landlords on a tight cycle or where
access is difficult, I've used it to buy time over a winter. For a main residence, | still recommend a proper sealed

unit replacement.



How to tell if you need a new unit or just a tweak

Not every foggy window is a blown one. I've had calls where the “misting” turned out to be room condensation on
the inner surface because the radiator was off and the humidity was high. A simple trick: touch the fog with your
fingertip. If you can smear it, it's on the surface and relates to ventilation and heating. If it's behind the glass and

untouched by your wipe, the unit seal has failed.

Drafts also confuse the diagnosis. You might feel cold air and blame the double glazing, when the gap is actually
around the opener's seals or hinge alignment. A fitter can usually adjust hinges and replace perimeter gaskets on

site, again with minimal fuss. That alone can lift comfort without replacing the glass.

For modern windows, a failed sealed unit Double Glazing Repairs paired with worn gaskets is common after 10

to 15 years. Tackling both together makes sense and limits repeat visits.

What mess should you realistically expect?

If a company is organized, the mess boils down to a few predictable items: protective floor sheets, a small rubbish
bag with the old unit's spacers and gaskets, and the old glass unit which they remove for recycling. No walls come
down, no plaster is cut, and no brickwork is touched. You may hear light tapping as beads go back, and you might
smell fresh silicone for a few hours. For homes with children or pets, | ask the client to keep them in another room

while the glass moves in and out. That's a safety habit, not a mess concern.

Timber work can produce a faint dust when old pins are removed, and sometimes paint along the stop bead
flakes. A vacuum with a brush attachment and a sheet of masking tape usually handles it. If you're

mid-renovation, your decorator will thank you for scheduling glazing before final coats.

The economics: repair costs that make sense

Pricing shifts with region and spec, but here are grounded ranges | see regularly for sealed unit replacements in
the UK:

® Small casement unit in clear double glazing, typical uPVC frame: £90 to £140 installed.

® Medium unit with low-E and argon, 4/20/4 construction: £120 to £200.

® Large picture window or patio door panel: £200 to £450, sometimes more if access is tricky.

Toughened or laminated safety glass adds roughly 20 to 50 percent.

Triple glazing increases cost further and may require frame checks for weight.

Drill-and-dry demisting services often quote £60 to £120 per pane. It can look cheaper, but consider energy loss

over time and likely reappearance of the fog on less sunny aspects.

Full frame replacement starts around £500 per opening and can run to four figures depending on style and

material. Only go that route if frames are rotten, warped, or obsolete beyond reasonable repair.

Choosing a company that won’t turn your house into a workshop

I've worked with excellent small local outfits and larger firms. The difference rarely comes down to branding. It's
about the fitter's habits and the manager’'s planning. Before booking, ask to speak with the person who will
measure and with the fitter who will attend. Good signs include punctual surveys, a clear written spec for the glass,

and realistic lead times.
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Ask these concise questions:

* Will you replace the sealed units without removing the frames?

* Do you match the existing spacer thickness and low-E coating?

* How do you protect floors and handle old units?

¢ |f the opener gaskets are perished, can you replace them at the same visit?

* What warranty do you give on the new units and on your workmanship?

Those answers tell you whether the company treats this as a neat specialist job or a rush-and-run task.

Practical prep for a smooth visit

You don't need to empty rooms, but a bit of space speeds things up. Clear window sills, pull back curtains, and
move furniture at least an arm’s length from the window. If blinds are integral, note the model so the glazier can
handle them carefully. For tilt-and-turn units, ensure the handles function and the opener swings freely; a jammed
handle can delay work.

For upper floors, check whether access is inside only or if they plan to use ladders. Most sealed unit swaps happen

entirely from inside unless the design is unusual.

An honest look at edge cases
There are scenarios where a tidy, quick repair isn't possible.

Integrated Georgian bars sandwiched within the unit require careful ordering. If someone mismatches the bar
pattern or spacer color, you'll wait for a remake. Ask the surveyor to photograph and measure the pattern
precisely.



Very old timber frames sometimes crumble at the glazing rebate when the unit comes out. A competent joiner can
splice in new timber and reseal, but it adds time and dust. If you suspect rot, plan for it and consider scheduling

glazing and joinery as a combined visit.

Historic or listed buildings might limit what you can install. If the property requires slimline heritage double glazing
or secondary glazing, the work can be messier and longer. You can still keep disruption down by staging rooms

and protecting finishes.

Units bigger than a standard doorway need careful route planning through the house. I've walked a 2.1-meter
toughened pane through a hallway with millimeter clearance. Rugs had to be rolled, and one narrow table moved.

It was calm, not chaotic, because we planned the path and had enough hands on the glass.

Performance gains you can feel

People ask whether they'll notice a difference, or if it's just cosmetic. With a properly sealed replacement unit that
matches or beats the original spec, you should feel less downdraft off the glass and see condensation lessen on
cold mornings. If your original glass was early-generation low-E, you can opt for a modern soft-coat low-E with a
warm-edge spacer and see noticeable gains. For a typical living room with two square meters of glazing,
upgrading a blown unit from a dated 2.8 W/m?K U-value to around 1.2 to 1.4 can shave meaningful
kilowatt-hours over a winter. You won't halve your bills by changing one unit, but you will lift comfort in the room

where you spend your evenings.

What about warranties and insurance?

If your windows are under warranty, call the installer first. Many sealed units carry 5 to 10 years of cover, often
separate from the frame warranty. Keep your paperwork handy. If the original company is gone, a glazing firm can
still supply a matched unit, but the original warranty won't apply.

Home insurance rarely covers routine seal failure. Impact damage from a break-in or a storm-thrown branch is a
different matter, and insurers often pay for toughened replacements in those cases. When | handle insurance jobs,
I include the glass spec in the invoice so the claim handler knows it matches safety requirements near doors and

bathrooms.

Environmental sense and recycling



A blown unit looks like waste, but much of it has a second life. The glass can be recycled, and most fabricators use
recycled content in new float glass. Warm-edge spacer bars and butyl seal remnants are separated and disposed of
correctly. If you care about the footprint, ask your fitter where the old units go. Many small firms Double Glazing

Repairs cstdgrepairs.com partner with local recyclers and can show you the chain.

Choosing a replacement unit rather than a full frame swap also preserves embodied carbon in your existing
frames. The heaviest waste in window projects usually comes from ripping out frames and cills. When frames are

sound, keeping them is both practical and greener.

Safety and special glass

Some positions require safety glass by regulation. Doors, side panels next to doors, low-level glazing, bathrooms,
and stairs often need toughened or laminated panes. A competent surveyor checks these zones and specifies the
correct type. Toughened glass is heat treated; it's stronger and breaks into small nuggets. Laminated glass
sandwiches a plastic layer between panes; it holds together if cracked and adds security and acoustic benefits.

If your blown unit sits in one of these zones, replacing like for like matters. It doesn't add mess, just cost and lead
time. For security-minded clients, | sometimes suggest laminated on the inner pane only, paired with low-E. That

mix keeps energy performance high and deters casual break-ins.

When the fix is not the fix

Every so often, a homeowner replaces a misted unit and still feels cold. The culprit might be unrelated: poor cavity
wall insulation behind a radiator, an uninsulated lintel, or trickle vents stuck open. Before you blame the window
again, run your hand around the frame for drafts, check vent positions, and look for gaps in the frame to plaster
seal. A bead of low-modulus silicone around the inner frame can stop hairline air leaks without ripping anything

out. Good fitters check this during a unit swap and seal if needed.

Realistic timelines that don’t hijack your week

From first call to clear glass, two weeks is typical for standard work. If you need patterned glass, laminated, or an
odd shape, add a few days. The on-site visit for a two-panel bay might take under two hours. You don't need to

take multiple days off work, and you can keep the kettle on while the fitter works in the next room.

If a company quotes lead times of several months for a simple unit, something is off. Either their supplier is
overwhelmed or they're prioritizing full replacements. Local specialists who focus on Double Glazing Repairs often

beat national chains on speed because their workflow is lean.

Where DIY fits, and where it doesn’t

If you are handy and the window is a simple externally beaded uPVC with clip-in beads, you might be tempted.
I've seen good DIY outcomes. I've also seen panes dropped, units ordered 10 millimeters short, and beads cracked
on re-fit. Glass is unforgiving. A tiny mistake becomes a large bill or an injury. For most people, the savings don't
justify the risk.

DIY does make sense for preparation and aftercare. Clear space, photograph your existing spacer bar for spec, and
measure the visible glass size as a cross-check. After the swap, give the silicone 24 hours before heavy cleaning,

and avoid slamming sashes while the packers bed in.
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Answering the core question clearly

Can you Fix Blown Double Glazing without mess and disruption? In the majority of homes, yes. Replace the sealed
unit, keep the frames, and let a careful fitter do an efficient, contained job. You'll avoid plaster dust, skip scaffold in
most cases, and see the room return to comfort in one quiet visit. If you only need the view back for a short
period, demisting services can buy time, though they won't restore peak efficiency. If frames are shot, then the

larger work follows, but that is the exception rather than the rule.

Most of the frustration | hear comes from not knowing the options and from assuming the worst. When you
speak with a company that lives and breathes Misted Double Glazing Repairs, the conversation shifts from fear of
chaos to small decisions that make the window work harder for your home. That might mean choosing a
warm-edge spacer color that matches your existing frames, upgrading to a better low-E coating, or replacing tired

gaskets while the beads are off. None of that adds much mess. It just adds value.

A short homeowner’s checklist for calm, clean results

e Confirm it's a failed unit, not surface condensation or a draft from worn gaskets.
® Choose sealed unit replacement for best long-term performance with minimal disruption.
® Match or improve glass spec: low-E, argon, warm-edge spacer, safety glass where required.
* Clear sills and give a metre of working space; plan pet and child access during the visit.
® Ask about warranty, recycling of old glass, and whether gaskets or hinges need attention.
Living with a foggy view is optional. The remedy doesn’t have to upend your week or your rooms. Approach it like

any small but important home task: pick the right team, ask precise questions, and expect tidy, methodical work.

The result is a clearer view, warmer evenings, and one less draughty corner stealing comfort from your home.



