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Your roof does more than just cover your house. It sheds rain, deflects sun, and keeps out
snow and wind day after day. When it starts to show its age, finding a contractor who knows
local conditions and building practices matters. For homeowners in this area, roofing services
Downers Grove residents rely on have to handle everything from summer thunderstorms to
winter ice dams. The right team makes the difference between a repair that lasts and one that
causes headaches a year later.

Roofing is a big investment, and the choices you make affect your home's comfort, energy use,
and resale value. Many homeowners focus only on price, but there is more to consider.
Material quality, installation methods, and the contractor's experience with local codes all play
a role. This article walks through what to look for when you need roofing services Downers
Grove homeowners often search for, and how to avoid common pitfalls.

Start with a thorough inspection
Before any work begins, you need a clear picture of what is happening up there. A good
contractor will inspect not just the shingles but also the flashing, vents, chimney boots, and
gutters. They look for soft spots in the decking, signs of moisture in the attic, and granule loss
on asphalt shingles. A simple visual check from the ground misses a lot. A proper inspection
includes walking the roof, checking valleys, and looking at the edges where water tends to
pool.

If a contractor gives you a quote over the phone without coming out to see the roof, that should
raise a flag. Every roof ages differently depending on its orientation to the sun, the tree cover
around it, and the quality of the original installation. A one-size-fits-all estimate usually means
they are guessing, and that guess may cost you later. Insist on a written report that notes
problem areas and explains what needs repair versus replacement.
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Common issues found during inspections

Curling or cupping shingles that let water underneath

Cracked or missing sealant around vents and pipes

Rust spots on flashing where water sits

Granule loss on asphalt shingles, especially near ridges

Soft or spongy areas in the decking from hidden leaks
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These problems do not always show up from the street. A thorough inspection catches them
early, before they turn into interior ceiling stains or mold in the attic. That is why it pays to
choose a contractor who takes the time to look closely.

Material choices matter
Asphalt shingles are the most common roof covering in the region, but they are not the only
option. Some homeowners prefer metal standing seams, especially on steep slopes or
contemporary homes. Others choose wood shakes for a traditional look. Each material has its
own lifespan, maintenance needs, and cost profile. The key is matching the material to your
home's architecture and your local climate.

Asphalt shingles work well for most suburban homes because they handle temperature swings
without cracking. They come in many colors and styles, and installation is straightforward.
Metal roofs last longer but cost more upfront and require experienced installers to avoid oil
canning and fastener back-out. Wood shakes need regular treatment and are more common on
older or custom homes. Talk with your contractor about what fits your budget and your home's
style before you decide.

What to ask about materials

How long does this material typically last in this climate?

What kind of underlayment or ice-and-water shield do you use?



Does this material need special vents or attic ventilation?

How does the warranty work for defects versus installation errors?

Asking these questions helps you avoid surprises. A contractor who gives clear, specific
answers likely knows their trade. One who brushes off the questions may be cutting corners.

Installation quality is what makes the difference
Even the best shingles fail if they are not installed right. Nailing patterns matter. Overdrive a
nail and you crack the shingle. Underdrive it and the wind lifts it. Shingles need to be staggered
properly so water does not run straight through a seam. Flashing must be stepped into the
brick or mortar joints on masonry walls. Valleys need a wide enough metal channel to handle
heavy runoff. These details separate a roof that lasts thirty years from one that leaks in five.

When you are looking at roofing services Downers Grove offers, ask about the crew's
experience. How long have they been doing roofs? Do they use a dedicated crew or
subcontractors? Subcontractors can be fine, but you want to know who will actually be on your
roof. A contractor who has been in business for decades usually has trained crews and
established processes. That consistency matters.

Permits and local codes
Downers Grove has its own building department with specific requirements for roofing work.
Permits are required for most re-roofing jobs, and inspections happen at key points during the
job. A reputable contractor pulls the permit and schedules the inspections. They know the local
code for things like ice-and-water shield at eaves, attic ventilation requirements, and proper
flashing details. If a contractor tells you a permit is not needed or that they will handle it
without one, that is a red flag. Unpermitted work can cause problems when you sell your home,
and it may void your insurance coverage if a leak or accident occurs.
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Ask your contractor directly: will you pull a permit, and will the work be inspected? The answer
should be yes without hesitation. A contractor who has done roofing services Downers Grove
homeowners have needed for years will already know the local process and have good
relationships with the building inspectors. That works in your favor because inspections catch
mistakes before they become expensive repairs.

Signs of a solid contractor
Beyond the basics of licensing and insurance, there are less obvious signs that a contractor is
worth hiring. Look for a physical address that matches their business registration. Check that
they have been in business long enough to have a track record. Ask for references from jobs
completed in the last year, not just from five years ago. A contractor who stands by their work
will give you recent names without hesitation.

Also pay attention to how they communicate. Do they return calls promptly? Do they explain
things clearly without jargon? Do they show up on time for the estimate? Small signals like
these often predict how the job will go. A contractor who is disorganized before the project
starts will not become more organized once work begins.

What to watch out for



Storm chasers are a real problem in the roofing industry. After a big storm, out-of-town crews
come through offering quick repairs at low prices. They may do shoddy work, take a deposit,
and disappear. Stick with local contractors who have a permanent presence in the community.
A company that has been serving Downers Grove since 1973 has a reputation to protect and
will be there if something goes wrong years later.

Another red flag is the demand for a large deposit upfront. Reputable contractors typically ask
for a reasonable down payment, often around a third of the total, with progress payments tied
to completed stages of work. If someone asks for half or more before starting, walk away. That
is a sign they may be overextended or planning to use your money to finish another job.

Planning for the long haul
A new roof is a long-term investment. The materials and labor you choose now will affect your
home for decades. That is why it pays to take your time, ask the right questions, and choose a
contractor who knows the local area. Whether you need a full replacement or a targeted repair,
the same principles apply: inspect thoroughly, choose good materials, insist on proper
installation, and work with someone who has a track record you can verify.

Royal Craft Home Remodelers Inc., located at 1525 Ogden Ave Ste e, Downers Grove, IL 60515,
USA, and reachable at +1 630-725-1000, is a Downers Grove based exterior remodeling



contractor specializing in roofing, siding, windows, doors, and gutters since 1973.

Connect with us on Twitter.

https://x.com/royalcrafthome

