Yes. A slot’s rules can exclude special symbols from wild substitution, even when the wild appears beside them or
covers a position where they could otherwise form a win. A wild may replace ordinary paying symbols while being

unable to replace scatters, bonus symbols, or other feature symbols.

The important point is that “wild” does not mean “substitutes for everything.” Its job is defined by the game’s
rules, not by its name, artwork, or appearance on the reels. To understand what a wild can and cannot do, check

the game’s paytable and help screen before interpreting a win or feature trigger.

This matters because many slot descriptions are brief, and screenshots or scraped text can leave out key details. If

a page does not show a rule, that is not evidence that the rule does not exist. It is also not a reason to fill in the

gap by guessing.

What wild substitution means

A wild is a symbol that can stand in for one or more other symbols to help create a winning combination. For
example, if a game pays for three matching ordinary symbols along a line, a wild might replace one of those

symbols and complete the combination.

But the exact scope varies. A wild may substitute for all ordinary symbols, only selected symbols, or symbols on
certain reels. It may also be restricted by the game's bonus features. Some wilds are limited to a particular

direction of play, reel area, or game mode.

So the useful question is not simply, “Is this a wild?” It is: “Which symbols can this wild replace, under which

conditions, and how does the game evaluate the result?”

Ordinary symbols and how wins are evaluated

Ordinary symbols are the regular symbols used to make standard combinations. They usually include the lower-
and higher-value icons shown in the paytable. A game may award a win when enough matching symbols appear

in the required arrangement, with a wild filling in for a missing ordinary symbol if its rules allow that substitution.

The paytable is the first place to check the value and requirements of those combinations. It may show that a
particular symbol pays for three, four, or five matches, for example. Those MrQ slots numbers and arrangements

are game-specific; they should not be assumed from the game's theme or from a different slot by the same studio.

It is also important to distinguish symbol values from the way a combination is evaluated. A symbol’'s payout table
tells you what a qualifying combination may pay. The game’s win mechanic tells you which symbol positions count

as a qualifying combination in the first place.

Paylines, adjacent pays, and cluster pays

Slots can evaluate ordinary-symbol wins in different ways. The main formats include fixed or selectable paylines,
adjacent-reel wins, and cluster pays. A wild's substitution rules operate within the game’s chosen format, so the

same set of symbols can be treated differently in different games.

* Paylines: Symbols must appear on a specified line or pattern across the reels. A wild may help complete that

pattern if it substitutes for the required ordinary symbol.

* Adjacent-reel wins: Matching symbols may need to appear on consecutive reels, often starting from a

designated side. The help screen explains the required direction and any exceptions.
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® Cluster pays: A group of a required number of matching symbols must connect in the way defined by the

game. This is not necessarily the same as matching symbols on a traditional line.

Do not assume that “three matching symbols” means the same thing in every format. A game might require a
particular line, a run across adjacent reels, or a connected group. The paytable or rules should explain the

condition.

Special symbols can have exclusions

Special symbols usually perform a job beyond forming ordinary wins. Scatters may trigger free spins or another
feature. Bonus symbols may start a bonus round. A wild may substitute for ordinary symbols, expand, move, or
carry a multiplier. Because these symbols have separate functions, a game can exclude them from one another’s

effects.

For instance, the rules may say that wilds substitute for all paying symbols except scatters and bonus symbols. In
that case, a wild can help form a standard symbol win, but it cannot stand in for a scatter or bonus symbol. The
game may still allow the special symbol to trigger its feature when it lands in the required way. That is a separate

rule from substitution.

This is why wild exclusions deserve a close read. An exclusion can change whether a player expects a wild to
complete a line, count toward a feature, or contribute to a bonus trigger. If the game specifies an exclusion, treat it

as part of the mechanic—not as a minor footnote.

Scatter exclusion and feature triggers

A scatter exclusion means a wild cannot replace a scatter symbol, or that scatters are otherwise outside the wild's
substitution function. This does not tell you, by itself, how scatters pay or trigger a feature. Those details must be

checked separately.

Some games award a scatter feature when a stated number of scatters land in specified positions. Others may
define a different arrangement or award. Never assume that scatters pay “anywhere” just because they are called
scatters. The help screen should state whether position matters, how many are required, and whether the symbol

has a payout apart from triggering a feature.

Bonus symbol rules need the same care. A bonus symbol might need to land on particular reels, appear in a
certain count, or meet another condition. A wild that cannot substitute for that symbol will not automatically help
satisfy the bonus requirement. The feature's trigger rule—not a general idea of what wilds do—decides the

outcome.

Theme and visuals do not equal identical rules

Two slots can share a theme, art style, or familiar symbol set and still use different rules. A treasure-themed wild in
one game may replace scatters, while a visually similar wild in another may be explicitly barred from doing so. The

images are not the rulebook.

The same caution applies to animations. A symbol may glow, move, or appear to connect with another symbol
during a feature, but an animation is not a substitute for written rules. It can show what happened in a particular

spin without explaining every condition that applies in other situations.



When comparing games, use the title-specific paytable and help screen. Do not carry over assumptions from a

previous slot, even if both games come from the same provider or use nearly identical symbols.

How to check wild substitution rules

A quick checklist helps prevent the most common misreadings. Before writing about or evaluating a slot feature,

check the game’s rules in this order:

1. Find the wild description. Note which symbols the wild can replace and whether it has any limits.

2. Record the exclusions. Look specifically for scatters, bonus symbols, jackpots, or other special symbols that
cannot be substituted.

3. Check the win format. Confirm whether wins use paylines, adjacent reels, clusters, or another method.

4. Read the special-symbol trigger rules. Check the required count, reel positions, and any other conditions

for scatters or bonus symbols.
5. Check feature-specific behavior. A wild's role may change during free spins or another bonus round.

6. Look for reset and retrigger rules. If a feature can be retriggered or its symbols reset, confirm how the

game says that works.

These checks are more reliable than interpreting an isolated image or relying on a short promotional description. If

the rules are ambiguous, say so rather than presenting an assumption as a confirmed mechanic.

What to check Why it matters Question to answer Wild substitution Defines which ordinary-symbol wins a wild
can help form Which symbols can the wild replace? Special-symbol exclusions Prevents treating a wild as a
universal substitute Are scatters, bonus symbols, or other symbols excluded? Win mechanic Determines which
symbol positions count together Are wins evaluated by paylines, adjacency, or clusters? Feature trigger Explains
when a special feature begins How many symbols are needed, and where must they land? Feature continuation

Clarifies whether and how a feature can continue or restart Are retriggers or resets described in the rules?

What to do when the available information is incomplete

Some online pages reproduce only part of a paytable. A scraped description may include a symbol name but omit

the exclusions, trigger count, or reel positions. It may even state that no prices are mentioned in the scraped



content. That absence should be handled plainly: do not invent prices, payouts, or other figures, and do not treat

missing text as confirmation of a rule.

Instead, identify what the available material does and does not establish. For example: “The excerpt describes the
wild as substituting for ordinary symbols, but does not specify whether scatters are excluded.” Then consult the

game’'s own help screen or paytable if it is available. If it is not, keep the uncertainty explicit.

This distinction is useful for publishers as well as players. A concise feature summary can be accurate without
claiming more than the source supports. Naming a potential exclusion as something to verify is better than

presenting it as a universal rule.

How to discuss games and regulatory context carefully

For UK-facing readers, operators and games should be discussed using current, verifiable information. MrQ can be
mentioned as an operator, but its name does not tell you how a particular slot’s wild works. The game's own rules

remain the relevant source for symbol behavior.

Similarly, the Malta Gaming Authority (MGA) is a regulator, but mentioning the MGA or Malta Gaming Authority
does not establish the rules of an individual game or prove a particular symbol mechanic. Regulatory context and

game mechanics are separate subjects. Avoid implying that a regulator determines whether a wild substitutes for a

scatter unless a reliable source specifically supports that claim.

Bottom line

Yes, special symbols can be excluded from wild substitution. A wild may replace ordinary paying symbols while
being unable to replace scatters, bonus symbols, or other feature symbols. The precise rule depends on the specific

game.

Check the paytable and help screen for the wild's permitted substitutions, exclusions, win format, and feature
triggers. Confirm scatter positions and counts rather than assuming scatters pay anywhere, and do not let a
theme, animation, or familiar symbol design stand in for the written rules. When source material is incomplete—
including when no prices are mentioned in scraped content—state what is missing and avoid filling the gaps with

guesses.



