
Surrogacy in California, and especially in Riverside County, has matured into a clearly defined path for growing a
family. Yet when intended parents start researching, one of the first dilemmas they face is whether to work with a
surrogacy agency or try to manage an independent journey on their own.

The stakes are high. You are dealing with your future child, a complex medical process, and a legal framework that
has to be precise. At the same time, surrogacy is expensive, and agency fees can feel intimidating. The question
“Are surrogacy agencies worth it?” is not abstract. It can determine how stressful the next one to three years of
your life will be.

Drawing on how surrogacy actually plays out on the ground in California, this article walks through the role of
agencies, how independent surrogacy differs, what surrogacy really costs here, and how intended parents in
Riverside can evaluate whether agency support is worth the investment.

Why California, and Riverside in particular, are popular for surrogacy
California is one of the most surrogacy‑friendly states in the country. That is not marketing language. It is about
law, court practice, and medical infrastructure.

Gestational surrogacy is clearly legal in California, for married and unmarried intended parents, including same‑sex
couples and single individuals. Courts here regularly issue pre‑birth parentage orders, which clarify who the legal
parents are before the child is born. That predictability is a major reason California is a magnet for surrogacy, even
for international intended parents.

Riverside County has a few practical advantages:

Proximity to some of Southern California’s busiest fertility clinics in Riverside, Corona, Temecula, Loma Linda,
the Inland Empire, and Orange County.

A growing pool of experienced surrogates in surrounding communities, where cost of living is somewhat lower
than in coastal cities.

Local attorneys and agencies who already know how Riverside County judges handle parentage orders.

When people search “Why is California a popular state for surrogacy?” the answer is a mix of favorable law, court
familiarity, and experienced professionals. Riverside benefits from that entire ecosystem, often at slightly lower
overall cost than Los Angeles or San Diego.

How surrogacy works in practice
It helps to first ground the discussion in what the process actually looks like, because the value of an agency is tied
to how many of these moving pieces you want to coordinate yourself.

Most journeys in Riverside involve gestational surrogacy, not traditional surrogacy. In gestational surrogacy, the
surrogate has no genetic connection to the baby. The embryo is created using the intended parent’s egg and
sperm, donor gametes, or a combination, at a fertility clinic, and then transferred to the surrogate. Traditional
surrogacy, where the surrogate’s own egg is used, is rare and legally riskier, and most agencies and clinics in
California avoid it.

A typical gestational surrogacy timeline in California has several phases:

First, you complete medical workup and create embryos with your fertility clinic. If you already have frozen
embryos, this step is shorter. Second, you match with a surrogate and complete joint screening. That involves



medical records review, psychological evaluation, and background checks. Next, lawyers draft and finalize the
surrogacy agreement, which covers compensation, expectations during pregnancy, decision‑making in various
scenarios, and what happens after birth.

After the legal contract is signed, the clinic prepares the surrogate with medications, lining checks, and then
performs the embryo transfer. If the transfer is successful, prenatal care continues with an OB in Riverside County
or nearby, while your attorney handles the parentage process so that you are recognized as the legal parents.
Finally, you attend the birth at a local hospital, and the hospital coordinates with your attorney and the court
order to place the baby with you.

From initial consultation to holding a newborn, you are often looking at 15 to 24 months, depending on embryo
creation, matching time, and how many embryo transfers are needed.

What a surrogacy agency actually does
Some intended parents imagine that a surrogacy agency is essentially a matching service. Matching is a major
component, but a full‑service agency behaves more like a project manager, concierge, and risk‑reduction team
rolled into one.

Here are key functions of a typical surrogacy agency that many intended parents in Riverside rely on:

Recruiting, screening, and approving surrogates, including medical records review, background checks, and
lifestyle screening

Coordinating with fertility clinics, monitoring appointments, and helping the surrogate stay on medical
protocol

Managing escrow and payments so that compensation, benefits, and reimbursements are handled according
to the contract

Guiding legal steps in collaboration with specialized surrogacy attorneys for both surrogate and intended
parents

Providing ongoing support and mediation to keep communication healthy and address conflicts or
misunderstandings early

Some agencies also offer in‑house mental health support, insurance navigation, and travel logistics, especially
when intended parents are coming from out of state or overseas to Riverside or neighboring areas.

When you hear intended parents ask “What is included in surrogacy agency fees?” the answer is usually a blend of
these services, bundled in different ways depending on the agency. A reputable agency should be able to show an
itemized breakdown of exactly what is covered and what is charged separately.

The cost side: fees, compensation, and hidden surprises
Cost is where many intended parents pause and ask if surrogacy agencies are worth it.

How much does surrogacy cost in California?

A full gestational surrogacy journey in California, including medical costs, surrogate compensation, agency fees,
legal work, and incidentals, typically falls somewhere in the range of 120,000 to 200,000 dollars. International
intended parents and those using both donor eggs and donor sperm can see totals even higher.

In many breakdowns I have seen:



Surrogate compensation and benefits package might account for roughly 50,000 to 80,000 dollars in
Riverside, depending on whether she is a first‑time or experienced surrogate, number of prior pregnancies,
and whether she carries twins. In more expensive coastal cities, that number can be slightly higher.

Agency fees themselves are often in the 20,000 to 40,000 dollar range for a reputable, full‑service surrogacy
agency in California. Some agencies charge in stages, others collect a large fee upon match.

Medical costs (IVF, embryo creation, medications, monitoring, embryo transfer, and pregnancy‑related medical
care not covered by insurance) can vary widely, from 30,000 to 70,000 dollars or more, depending on how
many transfer attempts, whether you need donor gametes, and how your clinic structures fees.

Legal costs for contracts, review for the surrogate, and parentage orders generally fall between 8,000 and
15,000 dollars for both sides combined, when handled by experienced California surrogacy counsel.

When intended parents ask “How much does a surrogacy agency charge?” or “How much do surrogates get paid
in Riverside?” these are the ranges they are usually stepping into.

Insurance: what is and is not covered

A common shock point is insurance. “Is surrogacy covered by insurance in California?” rarely has a simple yes or
no answer.

Three separate questions matter:

First, does your own health insurance include any fertility coverage for IVF, monitoring, and medications? California
does not mandate full IVF coverage, so it depends entirely on your plan.

Second, does the surrogate have health insurance that covers pregnancy and delivery without excluding a
surrogate pregnancy? Some plans in Riverside County explicitly exclude surrogate pregnancies, in which case you
may need to purchase a separate surrogacy‑friendly policy or a more expensive “maternity rider” solution. This
alone can add tens of thousands of dollars to the budget.

Third, how will the baby be covered once born? Typically, your own insurance covers the child from birth, but
confirm this ahead of time, especially if you are coming from out of state.

A good agency should be transparent about these issues and either provide in‑house insurance review or connect
you with a specialist. This is one of the quieter areas where agencies can protect you from very expensive surprises.

Are there financing options for surrogacy?

Many intended parents in Riverside combine personal savings with loans, home equity lines, or specific fertility
financing companies. Some agencies partner with lenders or offer payment schedules for their own fees, but
agency involvement rarely changes the overall price tag; it just spreads obligations across time.

If you are actively evaluating financing options for surrogacy, ask each agency whether they work with particular
lenders, whether they can bracket expected costs in low, medium, and high scenarios, and how they handle
refunds or credits if the journey is stopped at various points.

Agency vs independent surrogacy: the real differences
Independent surrogacy means you do not use an agency. You recruit and screen your own surrogate, coordinate
with the fertility clinic, hire your own attorney, set up escrow on your own, and manage communication and
logistics directly.



Some intended parents do this successfully, especially if they already know a potential surrogate personally,
perhaps a sister or close friend. Others find a surrogate through online boards, social media groups, or
classified‑style listings and then assemble their own team: attorney, escrow manager, insurance specialist, and a
therapist.

The main difference between agency and independent surrogacy is not about legality. Both are legal in California.
The difference is about project management, risk exposure, and emotional load.

With an agency, you are essentially paying for:

Pre‑screened surrogate candidates, which can dramatically reduce the chance of medical disqualifications later.

Standardized contracts and processes that have been tested in California courts.

Mediation and support when hard conversations arise, such as pregnancy restrictions, selective reduction, or
unanticipated medical complications.

A centralized point of contact so you are not personally chasing records, lab results, or reimbursements.

With independent surrogacy, you may save 20,000 to 40,000 dollars in agency fees, but you take on the work and
risk of each step. For some people, especially those with strong organizational skills and time availability, that
trade‑off makes sense. Others realize half‑way through that they have taken on a second full‑time job.

I have seen independent journeys where everyone trusted each other deeply, and things moved smoothly. I have
also seen independent matches fall apart late in the process because crucial issues were never aligned in writing, or
because medical screening uncovered problems that a more experienced front‑end review would have flagged
earlier.

Are surrogacy agencies worth it for Riverside intended parents?
Whether agencies are worth the cost depends on your situation, risk tolerance, and whether you have a known
surrogate.

Agencies tend to be most valuable when:

You are starting from scratch and do not know a potential surrogate.

You live out of state or abroad and are trying to coordinate a journey in Riverside or elsewhere in California
remotely.

You and your partner have demanding jobs and know you will not have the bandwidth to self‑manage.

Your case has added complexity, such as prior failed IVF cycles, multiple embryos to manage, genetic issues, or
a history of pregnancy complications that require careful clinical coordination.

They may feel less essential when:

A relative or close friend has offered to be your surrogate and you trust that relationship.

You or your partner work in medicine, law, or a related field and are comfortable assembling a team and
reading contracts.

You truly need to minimize cost and are willing to accept more logistical work and a bit more uncertainty in
exchange.

When people ask “What is the best surrogacy agency in Riverside?” they often hope for a simple ranking. In
practice, you are comparing trade‑offs: size and resources versus personal attention, cost versus
comprehensiveness, slick marketing versus a track record you can verify with real references.



Legal requirements and protections in California
Regardless of whether you use an agency, the legal backbone of a surrogacy journey in Riverside is similar, and it is
important to understand the basics.

Is surrogacy legal in California, and who are the legal parents?

Gestational surrogacy is legal in California under statutes and well‑established case law. Surrogacy contracts are
enforceable when properly drafted and executed before pregnancy. The intended parents are recognized as the
legal parents, not the surrogate, so long as the agreement meets California’s legal requirements.

Courts issue pre‑birth parentage orders in most cases, declaring who the legal parents are and directing the
hospital and vital records office to put the correct names on the birth certificate. For same‑sex couples using
surrogacy in California, both parents can usually be listed, and single intended parents can also obtain parentage
orders.

Do you need a lawyer for surrogacy?

Yes. Even in independent surrogacy, you absolutely need lawyers. The intended parents have their own attorney,
and the surrogate must have separate, independent counsel. A single attorney cannot ethically represent both
sides.

Your lawyer will:

Draft or review the surrogacy agreement.

Ensure it complies with California law, including timing requirements relative to embryo transfer.

Handle the parentage process with the court in Riverside County or the county where the birth will occur.

Guide practical questions like who can make what medical decisions, what happens in the event of
complications, and how expenses are handled.

Agencies typically refer you to a network of attorneys who practice almost exclusively in assisted reproductive
technology law, but you are free to choose your own counsel.

Rights of the surrogate and contract boundaries

Surrogates in California have specific rights that must be respected. For example:

She has the right to her own legal counsel, paid for by the intended parents.

She retains bodily autonomy. No contract can force her to undergo a particular medical procedure; it can only
spell out the agreed‑upon expectations and what happens if those expectations are not followed.

She is entitled to the compensation and benefits set out in the contract, which often include base
compensation, a clothing allowance, travel reimbursement, and compensation for invasive procedures or
carrying multiples.

When intended parents ask “What rights does a surrogate have in California?” the answer is both legal and
practical. She cannot be treated as an employee. She is not giving up all control over her body. A good agency or
attorney will help frame this clearly to avoid misunderstandings on both sides.

Requirements to become a surrogate, and how that shapes your match



Agencies and clinics in California, including those working heavily in Riverside County, typically follow similar
baseline requirements to approve a surrogate. While specifics vary, you will commonly see:

Age range between about 21 and 40.

At least one prior full‑term, uncomplicated pregnancy and delivery.

No major pregnancy complications in prior pregnancies.

Non‑smoker, no recreational drug use, limited or no alcohol.

Stable living situation and support system.

Medical and psychological screening then refine these criteria. “What disqualifies you from being a surrogate?” can
include things like uncontrolled medical conditions, serious mental health diagnoses that are not well managed,
certain medications, a history of severe preeclampsia or preterm delivery, or significant financial instability that
might be seen as coercive.

Most surrogates in California do have some say in who they carry for. When people ask “Can you choose who you
are a surrogate for?” the practical answer is yes. Matching is mutual. Surrogates indicate preferences regarding
single parents, same‑sex couples, international intended parents, or complex medical cases, just as intended
parents indicate what kind of surrogate relationship they are comfortable with.

Compensation in California tends to reflect experience and regional norms. “How much do surrogates make in
California?” often falls roughly in the 55,000 to 80,000 dollar base compensation range, with additional fees for
things like embryo transfer, invasive procedures, and multiples. Riverside, with somewhat lower living costs than
Los Angeles, often lands toward the middle of that spectrum.

How to choose a surrogacy agency near Riverside
“Where can I find a surrogacy agency in Riverside?” and “Are there surrogacy agencies in Riverside County?” come
up often. The short answer is yes, there are agencies physically located in Riverside and surrounding cities, and
many Los Angeles or Orange County agencies also work extensively with Riverside County clinics and hospitals.

The more useful question is “How do I choose a surrogacy agency?” because geography is only one factor. In
practice, most communication is by phone, video, and email, and intended parents may visit the agency office only
a Riverside Best Surrogacy Agencies Southern California Surrogacy few times, if at all.

When I work with families evaluating agencies, I urge them to look at:

Experience specifically in California law and Riverside or Inland Empire courts, not just surrogacy in general.

How carefully they screen surrogates and how often candidates are rejected after initial review.

Transparency around fees, what is included, and what is not.

Responsiveness and clarity in early conversations. If they are evasive now, they will not get better under stress.

Compatibility with your values on issues like selective reduction, termination for medical reasons, and
communication frequency.

If someone insists they are “the best surrogacy agency in Riverside” without being able to show you data on
match times, success rates, and how they handle failed matches, be cautious. Surrogacy is not a commodity
purchase, and glossy branding can hide thin infrastructure.

Questions to ask a surrogacy agency before you sign

https://www.facebook.com/southerncaliforniasurrogacy


Many intended parents feel overwhelmed in first consultations and forget to ask critical questions. It helps to have
a short, focused checklist. Here is a practical starting point:

How long does it typically take for you to match intended parents with a surrogate, and what affects that
timeline in Riverside County specifically?

What exactly is included in your agency fee, what is billed separately, and how do you handle refunds or
credits if a match fails early or late?

How do you screen surrogates medically, psychologically, and financially, and what percentage of applicants
are actually approved?

How do you coordinate with fertility clinics and attorneys, and who will be my day‑to‑day contact once the
journey begins?

Can you connect me with two or three recent intended parents, ideally in Riverside or nearby, who are willing
to speak candidly about their experience with you?

There is no single perfect script, but if you cover these areas, you will quickly see differences in professionalism and
depth.

How long the process can take, and what affects success
Intended parents often ask, “How long does the surrogacy process take?” and “What is the success rate of
surrogacy?” Those answers are rarely identical from one family to another.

Timeline depends on:

How quickly your embryos are created and ready.

How open your criteria are for a surrogate (age, location, prior experience, comfort with certain medical
situations).

The clinic’s success rates and how many embryo transfers are needed.

Whether legal steps or insurance issues introduce delays.

Matching with a surrogate can take as little as a few weeks or as long as a year or more, with many agencies in
California quoting 3 to 9 months for a typical match. Clinical success rates, measured as live birth per embryo
transfer, are often tied to the intended mother’s age at egg retrieval or donor age, rather than to the fact of
surrogacy itself. Many modern clinics in California report live birth rates per transfer in the 40 to 65 percent range,
sometimes higher with high‑quality donor eggs, but it is crucial to look at your clinic’s published data, not generic
numbers.

Surrogacy agencies do not control biology, but they can influence success indirectly by insisting on strong
surrogate screening, good coordination with clinics, and realistic expectations around how many embryos will be
transferred and how many attempts your budget will support.

Who surrogacy agencies are best suited for
Surrogacy is available in California to a wide range of people, not only married heterosexual couples. Agencies in
Riverside routinely work with:



Heterosexual couples facing infertility or medical conditions that make pregnancy unsafe.

Same‑sex couples using egg donors and gestational surrogates.

Single men and single women who want to be parents and need both a surrogate and, in some cases, a
donor.

Intended parents with genetic conditions who need embryos created with donor gametes and then carried by
a surrogate.

Many families feel an agency is worth the cost simply because it gives them a roadmap and a support team for a
deeply personal, emotionally intense process. Others prefer more control and are comfortable navigating
independent surrogacy.

The best test is to imagine two scenarios. In the first, you and your partner are responsible for every piece:
recruiting a surrogate, coordinating her screening, finding a Riverside‑friendly attorney, sorting out insurance,
managing escrow, and being the point person when something goes sideways at a clinic or hospital. In the second,
you have a single primary contact at an agency whose job is to keep all of that aligned for you, in exchange for a
defined fee.

If you feel your shoulders drop picturing the second scenario, a surrogacy agency is probably worth it. If you feel
energized by the idea of building your own team and prefer to save money where possible, independent surrogacy
in California can work, provided you invest time and care in finding a reputable lawyer, escrow manager, and
medical partners.

Either way, Riverside offers a strong legal framework, experienced professionals, and a growing community of
families created through surrogacy. With clear eyes about cost, process, and risk, you can choose the path that fits
your family and move toward parenthood with more confidence.


