
The main place to park for the Linn of Dee is the designated car park at the end of the public road west of
Braemar, beside the River Dee. From the village, follow the road towards Mar Lodge and Linn of Dee; the drive is
roughly six miles. The car park is the sensible starting point for the famous river gorge and nearby woodland
walks, but it is not the only good option for a day out in this part of Deeside.

Yes, the linn of dee car park can get busy, particularly on fine summer weekends, during school holidays and
when autumn colour is at its best. Arrive early if you have a specific walk in mind, and have a plan B in Braemar if
the parking area is full. Most importantly, park considerately: don’t block gates, passing places, estate access or
the road edge. Braemar is a useful low-driving base, with village and riverside routes, nearby viewpoints and
nature walks that can take the pressure off the busiest parking areas.

Where is the Linn of Dee car park?



The car park is at Linn of Dee, at the western end of the road from Braemar through the Mar Lodge Estate. It sits
close to the Dee’s narrow rocky gorge, where the river squeezes through a natural cleft beneath a historic stone
bridge. You can reach the gorge and riverside scenery quickly from the parking area, so it is an easy stop for
visitors who don’t want to take on a long hill walk.

Parking arrangements and charges can change, so check the current information from the National Trust for
Scotland’s Mar Lodge Estate before setting off. Follow signs on arrival, use marked spaces and observe any notices
about access or closures. The estate is a working landscape as well as a visitor destination; tracks and gates may be
used by estate staff, residents and contractors.

Is there parking in Braemar?

Braemar is a practical alternative if the Linn of Dee car park is full or if your walk begins in the village. Use signed
public parking where available and check any time limits or charges displayed on site. Do not assume that a verge,
shop forecourt, passing place or estate entrance is an acceptable overflow space. Braemar’s roads can be busy with
visitors and local traffic, and a poorly parked car can cause real access problems.

Starting in the village also makes it easier to link a walk with lunch, supplies or a bus journey. If you are planning
to continue west to Linn of Dee, check your transport options beforehand: services may be limited, and the road
distance is not a pleasant substitute for a short hop if you have already walked all day.

Does the Linn of Dee get busy?
It can. The busiest times are usually sunny weekends and holiday periods, when the car park attracts people
visiting the gorge, walkers heading out on estate paths and hill-goers starting longer Cairngorm routes. A spell of
dry, settled weather can bring a sudden rise in visitors. In contrast, a wet or windy forecast may leave the car park
quieter, though it can make the short riverside visit less comfortable too.

There is no reliable way to predict how full it will be on a particular day. If parking is essential to your plan, arrive
early rather than counting on spaces later in the morning. A late start can work for a brief visit in quieter
conditions, but don’t let a full car park tempt you into leaving your vehicle somewhere unsafe or obstructive. Turn
around and use a suitable alternative in Braemar, or choose a village walk instead.

Think about the conditions as well as the calendar. After heavy rain, rivers can rise quickly and rocks beside the
water may be slippery. In winter, short daylight and snow or ice can alter the character of even a modest outing.
Check a current Cairngorms mountain weather forecast from MWIS before setting out if your plans involve higher
ground. For a short low-level visit, also check local conditions and allow enough daylight to return safely.

Good alternatives if the car park is full

Make Braemar your low-driving walking base

Braemar is more than a place to collect supplies before driving west. It is a compact base with a choice of short
walks close to accommodation, shops and places to eat. If you are staying locally, you can leave the car parked and
spend the day on foot. That is often the simplest way to avoid pressure on busy parking areas and to enjoy the
village at a gentler pace.

The Cairngorms National Park Authority’s community paths information
https://fionaoutdoors.co.uk/2026/11/walks-from-braemar-village-paths-birchwoods-and-big-cairngorm-days is a
useful starting point for finding local routes and checking how paths connect. Look for the authority’s community



paths leaflet and use it alongside signs on the ground. Route details and access conditions can change, so don’t
rely on an old map or a description alone.

Short village and riverside loops

For an easy outing, explore Braemar’s village paths and link them with a riverside stretch where conditions and
signs allow. A short loop is a good choice for families, visitors arriving late in the day, or anyone who wants
scenery without committing to a remote route. You can keep the walk flexible: turn back when the light, weather
or energy level suggests it is time to do so.

Keep dogs under close control, especially near livestock, wildlife and other path users. Stay on established routes
where possible, and avoid cutting across wet ground. Even a short walk beside the Dee deserves care: the banks
can be steep or slippery, and a fast river is not a safe place to paddle or climb down to the water.

Quick climbs with big viewpoints

If you want a view but don’t need a full-day mountain outing, consider a local hill route from Braemar. Creag
Choinneach is a modest hill above the village and can provide a rewarding viewpoint for a relatively short outing,
depending on your starting point and chosen line. It is still a climb, not a flat stroll: expect uneven ground, changes
in weather and a more exposed feel as you gain height.

Morrone is another prominent Braemar hill, with broad views across Deeside and towards the Cairngorms on a
clear day. The summit is about 859 metres, so it is not a quick viewpoint walk for most people. Allow several hours
for a proper ascent and descent, and treat it as a hill day rather than a casual leg-stretcher. Check the mountain
forecast, carry suitable clothing and navigation, and set a turnaround time that leaves a safe margin before dark.

For either hill, a bright start does not guarantee good conditions higher up. Cloud can hide the view and make
navigation harder; wind and rain can turn an enjoyable climb into a demanding one. If the forecast is poor, choose
a low-level Braemar walk instead. Saving the summit for a better weather window is often the best call.

Morrone Birkwood: nature close to the village
Morrone Birkwood offers a different kind of day out: a chance to notice the woodland and its wildlife rather than
simply head for a summit. The area is valued for its native birch woodland and the habitats associated with it.
These woods are part of a wider conservation landscape, where careful management helps maintain a mix of trees,
open ground and wildlife-rich places.

Take time to look and listen. You may see woodland birds or signs of wildlife, but sightings are never guaranteed.
Keep to paths, avoid disturbing animals and take care not to trample fragile vegetation. Dogs should be
controlled, particularly where there may be deer or ground-nesting birds. The aim is to enjoy the woodland
without adding pressure to the very habitat that makes it special.

Morrone Birkwood is also a reminder that a good Deeside day does not have to end at a summit. A woodland
wander can be a sensible choice when cloud sits on the tops, when daylight is short, or when the Linn of Dee car
park is already full. Pair it with a village loop and a stop in Braemar, and you have a satisfying day with little extra
driving.

Choosing the right option for your day
Plan Best for Parking approach Things to consider Linn of Dee gorge and riverside A short scenic visit or low-level
walk Use the signed Linn of Dee car park Can be busy in good weather; river rocks may be slippery Braemar village



and riverside paths A flexible walk with cafés, shops and facilities nearby Use signed public parking in the village, or
walk from your accommodation Check local signs and keep roads and access points clear Creag Choinneach
viewpoint A shorter uphill outing with a view Start from an appropriate signed public parking place in Braemar
Steep or uneven sections; conditions can change with height Morrone summit A longer hill walk with wide-ranging
views Plan a village-based start and check parking before arrival Allow several hours; check forecast, daylight and
navigation Morrone Birkwood A nature-focused woodland walk Use a suitable signed starting point and avoid
blocking access Stay on paths and minimise disturbance to wildlife and vegetation

How to park considerately
Parking well is part of looking after the area. Braemar and Mar Lodge are working places, not just scenic
backdrops, and access needs to remain open for people who live and work here. Before leaving your vehicle, ask
whether a local driver, farm vehicle or emergency service could get past easily.

Use designated car parks and signed spaces; follow posted instructions and payment arrangements.

Keep gates, driveways, estate roads, turning areas and passing places completely clear.

Do not park on soft verges or block paths, even if other vehicles have done so.

Take rubbish home and avoid leaving food scraps that can attract wildlife.

If the car park is full, choose a legitimate alternative rather than creating an obstruction.

Before a longer walk, lock your vehicle, keep valuables out of sight and tell someone your plans.

A simple plan for a successful visit
1. Choose the walk first. Decide whether you want the Linn of Dee gorge, a Braemar loop, woodland or a hill

climb.

2. Check the right forecast. Use a mountain forecast for higher routes and consider rain, wind, cloud,
temperature and daylight.

3. Check parking information. Confirm current arrangements for the Linn of Dee car park and identify a
suitable village alternative.

4. Arrive with time to spare. Early arrival improves your chance of a space and leaves room to change your
plan.

5. Be ready to adapt. If it is busy, walk from Braemar or choose a nearby route rather than parking carelessly.

The bottom line
For the gorge itself, the designated Linn of Dee car park is the obvious starting point, around six miles west of
Braemar. It can get busy in settled weather and at popular times of year, so an early arrival and a flexible plan are
worthwhile. Braemar makes an excellent low-driving base if you would rather avoid the busiest parking areas:
short village and riverside loops, Creag Choinneach, Morrone Birkwood and the longer Morrone climb all offer
different ways to enjoy the area.

Check current estate information, use the Cairngorms National Park Authority’s community paths leaflet to help
plan local routes, and consult a mountain weather forecast before going higher. Above all, park considerately. A
little thought at the start of the day helps keep access open and leaves more room for everyone to enjoy Deeside.


