
The number 4 is often seen as just an ordinary numeral—a digit between 3 and 5—yet in many East Asian
cultures, it is notoriously avoided. This aversion has deep roots in history, language, and cultural beliefs.
Understanding why 4 is shunned in some societies opens a fascinating window into cultural numerology,
superstition, and symbolism that transcends simple mathematics.

In this article, we delve into the reasons behind the avoidance of the number 4, its connection to death through
linguistic homophones, and contrasts with the auspicious status of the number 7, especially in popular culture
such as MrQ’s slot games and other casino iconography. We also explore how historical and astronomical contexts
shape number symbolism and how these beliefs are embedded in our modern digital environments.

The Fear of Number 4: Linguistic Roots & Cultural Significance
Across certain Asian languages—Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese, and Korean—the pronunciation of the number 4
closely resembles the word for "death." This linguistic overlap has led to what scholars and cultural critics call a
number 7s on fire slot taboo.

4 Sounds Like Death

In Mandarin Chinese, the word for 4 is pronounced "sì", while the word for death is "sǐ". Their similar pronunciation
causes the number to be considered unlucky or ominous. This phonetic coincidence is powerful enough that, in
many buildings across China, Japan, and Korea, the fourth floor is often skipped, replaced by a label such as "3A"
or simply omitted.

This aversion extends beyond floors to phone numbers, license plates, and addresses where people may pay more
to avoid the number 4. Hospitals might avoid it in room numbering to prevent discomfort or superstition anxiety
among patients and staff.

Number Taboo: More Than Just a Number

Number taboo is a cultural phenomenon where certain digits are avoided due to their association with bad luck,
death, or misfortune. In the context of 4, the taboo is less about the mathematical properties of the number and
more about the cultural meanings and fears symbolized through language.

The effect of number taboo is vividly observed in everyday life. For example:

Buildings in Taiwan often skip the 4th floor.

In Korea, some hospitals refuse to use 4 as a room number.

Telephone numbers without the digit 4 can be pricier.

These illustrations highlight how powerful cultural numerology can be in shaping behavioral norms and
commercial practices.

The Lucky-Seven Phenomenon: Cultural Memory and Iconography
While 4 is avoided in some areas, 7 enjoys a contrasting reputation as a fast-recognized symbol of luck and
fortune across much of the world. This is especially true in gambling and casino culture, familiar to anyone who has
played traditional slot machines or accessed modern digital slots on platforms like MrQ.

Seven as a Universal Lucky Number

https://meaninngs.com/what-does-the-number-7-mean-in-casino-games-and-popular-culture/


Why is 7 so universally lucky? The answer lies not only in superstition but in historical and cultural memory.

Human Recognition: Seven is small enough to be rapidly counted and recognized — important for early
humans tracking things.

Cultural Resonance: Seven-day weeks, seven classical planets, and religious symbolism embed the number
deeply in daily life.

Gambling Iconography: The “Lucky-7” symbol is one of the fastest recognizable and most enduring icons
on slot machines, from traditional mechanical pulls to modern digital slots featured on websites like MrQ.

Lucky-7 as Cultural Memory, Not Math

Interestingly, the cultural weight of the number 7 is not about mathematical properties but about historical and
collective memory. The number seven appears in numerous traditions:

The seven wonders of the ancient world

The seven visible celestial bodies in ancient astronomy

The seven days of the week, significant in religious and cultural contexts worldwide

All these factors foster a sort of “lucky mythos” around the number, one that powers the iconic Lucky-7 symbol
that players live for when they spin the reels in both traditional slot machines and their modern digital
counterparts.

Astronomy and the Seven Visible Celestial Bodies
History and astronomy play a significant role in shaping the symbolism of numbers. In ancient times, humans
observed seven bright objects traversing the sky with the naked eye:

Celestial Body Significance Sun Primary source of light and life, divine symbolism Moon Cycles of time, monthly
rhythms Mercury Messenger god, speed and communication Venus Goddess of love and beauty Mars War,
strength, courage Jupiter King of gods, justice Saturn Time, discipline, structure

This set of seven celestial wanderers influenced the naming of the days of the week in many cultures, creating a
sacred time framework that is still with us today. The HISTORY channel often examines these connections in shows



about cultural symbolism and ancient civilizations.

The Seven-Day Week and Sacred Time
The concept of a seven-day week is one of the most widespread cultural adoptions tied to the number 7,
reinforcing its special status:

1. The Babylonians linked the week to the seven classical planets.

2. The Judeo-Christian tradition references seven days of creation.

3. Many religious and cultural rituals assign sacred importance to the seventh day.

This cultural encoding results in 7 symbolizing completeness, luck, and divine favor — all concepts that contrast
sharply with the negative associations of 4 in some linguistic contexts.

Number Taboo in Context: More than Superstition
The avoidance of 4 in some East Asian cultures illustrates how numerology, language, and cultural anxieties
intersect. What may seem like a trivial superstition from an outsider’s perspective profoundly impacts daily life,
business, architecture, and even entertainment.

Conversely, the number 7 embodies a positive cultural narrative strongly rooted in human history, astronomy, and
timekeeping traditions. This juxtaposition between 4 and 7 reveals the complexity of numeric symbolism across
human civilizations.

Modern Reflections: Slots and Symbolism

For modern audiences interacting with slot machines—whether the mechanical reels of old or the flashy digital
slots found on MrQ's platform—the prevalence of “7” as a lucky symbol and the rarity or nonuse of “4” in Asian
market games is a direct reflection of these deep cultural currents.

Traditional slot machines embraced the Lucky-7 because it is universally recognizable, instantly communicating the
prospect of high rewards and luck. These historical layers lend a richness to seemingly simple gaming icons.

Conclusion: Numbers as Mirrors of Culture
The aversion to 4 in some languages and cultures is far more than a superstition; it is a cultural phenomenon
rooted in linguistic quirks, historical memory, and social taboos about death and misfortune. At the same time, the
number 7 stands as a beacon of luck and completeness, shaped by astronomy, timekeeping, and religious
symbolism.

Next time you spin a slot on MrQ, look out for the Lucky-7 symbol. It carries with it thousands of years of cultural
numerology and cosmic significance — much more than just chance and math.



For a deeper understanding of how numbers shape human history and mythology, the HISTORY channel offers
fascinating documentaries that explore these cultural layers.


