If you've been injured in Louisiana, understanding how fault affects your recovery is crucial. This is especially true
now, as the state has amended its civil laws concerning comparative fault, prescription deadlines, and medical

expense calculations for personal injury cases.

In this article, we break down what pure comparative fault means in Louisiana, the recent legal changes you need
to know about—such as the two-year prescription change effective July 1, 2024 and the new 51% fault bar
starting January 1, 2026—and how to carefully select a reliable Lafayette injury lawyer amidst the sea of

billboard lawyers and flashy ads.

Understanding Pure Comparative Fault in Louisiana

Louisiana traditionally followed a unique version of comparative fault, known as pure comparative fault. Simply
put, under pure comparative fault, your https://www.leaders-in-law.com/the-9-best-personal-injury-attorneys-in-
lafayette-la-2026/ damages award is reduced in proportion to your degree of fault, no matter how high your fault

percentage is.

Example: If you were 60% at fault in a car accident and your damages total $100,000, you would still recover
$40,000 (40% of the total damages).

This system was more generous to plaintiffs with significant fault percentages than many other states, which use a

"modified" or "partial" comparative fault system that bars recovery if the plaintiff's fault reaches a certain threshold.

Louisiana’s Past Versus Its New Fault Threshold: What Changed?

Until recently, Louisiana was one of the few holdouts on pure comparative fault without any fault bar. However,

legislative changes have shifted this landscape:

¢ Effective January 1, 2026: Louisiana will implement a 51% fault bar. This means plaintiffs who are found
more than 50% at fault (that is, 571% or greater) will be completely barred from recovering damages.

* This new 51% bar aligns Louisiana with the majority of states, which use a "modified comparative fault"
system.

* However, until December 31, 2025, Louisiana will keep applying the traditional pure comparative fault rule,

meaning even plaintiffs over 50% at fault can recover, though their recovery is reduced by their fault.

| remember a project where wished they had known this beforehand.. Important: If you have accidents before
January 1, 2026, fault still reduces recovery proportionally — regardless if your fault is greater than 51%. After

that date, fault will bar recovery if you are found at fault beyond 50%.

Louisiana’s Prescription Change: The New Two-Year Deadline

I'll be honest with you: a frequent error on many law firm websites and google business profiles is stating that the
injury filing deadline (or “prescription”) is one year. That is incorrect—effective July 1, 2024, Louisiana has changed

the prescription period for personal injury claims to a full two years from the date of injury.

This change is hugely significant because prescription deadlines must be strictly observed. Missing your

prescription window—even by a single day—can result in losing your entire claim.

Be sure to write down your injury date and ask your lawyer to confirm the prescription deadline in

writing during your initial consult. This is also a good way to vet your lawyer's familiarity with the latest
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Louisiana law changes.

The Medical Expenses Rule: Paid Versus Billed Expenses After January
1, 2026

Another upcoming change effective January 1, 2026, concerns how medical expenses will be calculated in
lawsuits. Louisiana law will require courts to consider only the amount actually paid or payable by the injured

party or on his behalf — including insurance write-offs — rather than the full "billed" amount from providers.

o

This new rule means many plaintiffs might recover less for medical bills than expected if their billed charges are
substantially discounted by insurance arrangements. It is a nuanced but essential part of preparing your case and

evaluating settlement offers.

How to Vet a Lafayette Injury Lawyer Beyond Billboards and Review
Counts

If you've tried searching on Google Search or Google's local map results for "Lafayette injury lawyer," you've seen
plenty of firms like Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David & Moroux, and Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers

— all prominent names in Acadiana personal injury law.

But flashy billboards, large logos, or review counts alone are insufficient reasons to pick a lawyer. Here are key

points to consider when vetting a Lafayette injury lawyer:

1. Verify Accurate Statutes Knowledge: Ensure your attorney is up-to-date on prescription deadlines (now
two years), the upcoming 51% fault bar, and medical fee rules. Ask specifically how these affect your case

based on your injury date.

2. Review Their Case Results: Ask for examples of recent verdicts or settlements, especially with cases similar to
yours — not just generic testimonials. A firm regularly handling complex fault & medical billing issues is ideal.
3. Ask About Their Consult Process: A good lawyer will encourage you to write answers down during your

initial consultation, helping you remember important deadlines and instructions.

4. Double Check Fault & Recovery Language: Watch for vague promises about “maximum compensation”

without clear explanations about how fault reduces recovery. This can be a red flag for filler content not



tailored to Louisiana law.

5. Check for Local Reputation, Not Just Visibility: Ask around locally—sometimes the best lawyers for your

type of injury aren’t the ones dominating billboards but those with strong courtroom reputations.

Summary Table: Key Louisiana Personal Injury Law Changes

Law Change Effective Date Details Prescription Period for Injury Claims July 1, 2024 Two-year prescription from
injury date (up from one year) Fault Bar in Comparative Fault January 1, 2026 New 51% fault bar: Plaintiffs more
than 50% at fault recover nothing Medical Expenses Calculation January 1, 2026 Only medical expenses actually

paid or payable count (not billed amounts)

Final Thoughts

Louisiana’s shift from pure comparative fault without a fault bar to the new 51% threshold represents a major
policy change that will affect accident victims starting in 2026. In the meantime, accidents before January 1, 2026,
remain governed by the classic fault reduces recovery formula without complete bars, even if your fault exceeds
50%.

Couple this with the two-year prescription that starts on July 1, 2024 — bumping your filing deadline by a full
year — and the upcoming changes to how medical expenses are calculated, and it's more important than ever to
have a knowledgeable injury lawyer guiding you.

When researching Lafayette injury lawyers, don't just rely on who has the biggest billboard or the most Google
local map stars. Firms like Brandt & Sherman, LLP, Broussard, David & Moroux, and Laborde Earles Injury Lawyers
are well-known, but your best choice is the one who explains these complex new rules clearly and helps you write

down your answers and deadlines during consults.

Getting the right advice early can protect your claim from lost recovery due to prescription or unexpected legal

bars. Always double-check the prescription deadline your lawyer gives you, especially regarding the injury date —

it can be the difference between winning your case and losing it before it begins.




