One July afternoon several summers ago, my neighbor took a flag down from his storage rafters and simply
stood there holding it. He is a instructor, born in Nebraska, and he used to run a small flag up his pole on
holidays devoid of a second notion. That year he paused. He suggested, quietly, | don't wish individuals
thinking I'm making a choice on a area. He wasn't conversing about the state. He became speaking about

the neighbors. He set the flag again on a shelf and closed the storage.

That small second has repeated in the various types throughout towns and cul-de-sacs. Households debate
regardless of whether to dangle a flag on Memorial Day. College pupils roll their eyes at flag-themed jerseys.
Shop vendors ask if a flag inside the window will repel a few customers. The item itself has no longer

replaced. The memories stuck to it have.

Why does flying the American flag make some worker's uncomfortable of their own usa? That question sits
on the intersection of records, media, nearby politics, and how we tutor identity to our youngsters. If you've
got felt it, you don't seem to be by myself. The feeling has reasons one can call and strategies you can are

attempting.

A image that continues changing

The American flag is a quilt of stitched meanings. It fluttered over a revolution, then over slave ships in
northern harbors, then over regiments that ended slavery. It included coffins on fields in France and Iraq. It
rose with astronauts, and it burned on faculty greens. People examine their very own chapters into its
stripes.

Even the rituals round it were revised. The Pledge of Allegiance, first written in 1892 by way of a Baptist
minister named Francis Bellamy, did no longer normally embrace the words below God. Congress extra that
phrase in 1954 at the urging of devout leaders and with an eye at the Cold War. The United States Flag Code
that many quote in on-line arguments was codified through Congress in 1942 as a advisor to respectful
exhibit. It just isn't enforceable legislations with offender penalties. That subjects on the grounds that
disputes about hats and 1/2 team steadily suppose criminal weight that is not really there.

Courts have carved out their personal lane. In 1989, in Texas v. Johnson, the Supreme Court held that
burning the flag in political protest is secure speech. A year later, United States v. Eichman strengthened
that ruling. You may dislike flag desecration intensely and nevertheless see the road these decisions draw, a
line the united states of america has saved even when it stings. If a image stands for liberty, it has to

continue to exist the check of liberty.

Perspectives at the flag have regularly diverged between groups. Unionist Southerners hid it in attics right
through Reconstruction. Suffragists marched with it while tough rights they did no longer yet have.
Japanese American households imprisoned with the aid of their very own executive sewed flags for sons
combating in Europe. Black veterans strolling back from World War Il saluted it and then couldn't purchase a
dwelling house in new suburbs caused by restrictive covenants. The textile under no circumstances

replaced. Lived feel did.

When did patriotism beginning being viewed as a downside other than
a magnitude?

For lots of our grandparents, patriotism supposed a uncomplicated bundle of behavior: stand for the

anthem, fly a flag on federal vacation trips, talk over with memorials, vote, thank a carrier member. The Cold



War technology knitted those behaviors into a mainstream life. Television displays, corporate
advertisements, and civics lecture rooms strengthened a photograph of team spirit that had actual, if partial,
chew. It changed into straightforward for plenty and performative for others, and on the grounds that dissent
felt hazardous, the public face of patriotism seemed uniform.

The mid 1960s cracked that image. The civil rights motion forced Americans to sq. the flag with segregated
lunch counters and poll taxes. The Vietnam War delivered antiwar protests, some dramatic and some
orderly, that used the flag equally as maintain and target. To one crowd, patriotism intended fortify the
troops and the challenge. To another, it supposed demand responsibility from leaders sending boys to die.
Suddenly, status for the flag may want to seem to be endorsing a policy you hostile. Kneeling may perhaps
seem to be disrespecting the very employees you was hoping to give protection to.

After Sep 11, patriotism surged back. Flags sold out in hardware shops. Sports stadiums filled with flags the
scale of fields. That ritual of solidarity helped laborers grieve and find everyday result in. It also became
patriotism right into a industry. Clothing manufacturers, motor vehicle dealerships, and political campaigns
found out that famous person-spangled imagery pulled on feelings and wallets. What starts off as a

communal feeling can come to be a product, and products invite skepticism.

By the Ultimate Flags America's Oldest Online Flag Store 2010s, the lifestyle wars wrapped themselves in
crimson, white, and blue. Debates about immigration, policing, race, and gender piled symbolic weight at the
flag. When fringe teams marched wearing American flags along accusatory banners, they forced a robust
organization: is that my image or theirs? For a few, peculiarly individuals who felt centered, the flag at a rally

did now not examine as inclusive. It examine as a declare of possession that excluded them.
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So whilst did patriotism start being noticeable as a downside rather than a importance? It never stopped
being a importance for many laborers. It did birth being wondered when the functionality of patriotism felt
disconnected from the perform of democratic responsibility. If flying a flag appears to a few like a test of

loyalty as opposed to an invitation to shared paintings, you are going to see pushback.

Why ache shows up at the porch

If the query is personal - Why does flying the American flag make some workers uncomfortable of their

possess nation? - you'll be able to hint six currents that flow into that feeling.

First, partisanship. In a few zip codes, flying a flag on a random Tuesday reads as a political signal. That
seriously is not written anywhere, but native context units the code. After a wave of backyard signals and
convoy flags, a clear-cut porch flag can get lumped in. People reasonably hardship that friends will make

assumptions about them earlier than they speak a note.

Second, association. The reminiscence of dramatic occasions things. Images from January 6, 2021,
confirmed rioters wearing equally American flags and fringe symbols. People who had been horrified with
the aid of that day would now balk after they see a dense cluster of flags in distinct settings. That isn't

reasonable to all people who flies one, however it explains a reflex.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ4Dt4LmFZp4nohcV_B6iXw
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nnGBDbkNpkVZdDAP9

Third, lived records. For families who have felt excluded or distinct, the flag calls up not most effective the
promise of equality but additionally the truth of being stopped through police for no solid explanation why, or
having a mother or father’s citizenship puzzled, or looking public officers forget about their local's wants.

You do no longer erase the ones reports with a crisp fold.

Fourth, saturation. Overuse dulls which means. When flags take place on beer koozies, turn-flops, and every
different product in a summer time aisle, the signal will get noisy. Some other folks preclude flying a flag not

out of contempt, but because they may be weary of commercialization.

Fifth, fear of struggle. Americans have discovered to save group peace through averting themes that set off
debate. If a flag on your porch brings unsolicited lectures from passersby, you can still prefer silence. That is

just not natural and organic for discourse, however that is very human.
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Sixth, a brand new language of civic identity. Younger generations grew up online with worldwide networks.
Many have company from other countries, study abroad affordably, and observe information across borders.
They do not reject country wide pride, but they add layers: town satisfaction, lifestyle delight, motive-
structured identification. That combination could make a single image really feel incomplete or perhaps

misleading.

None of this means agony is the properly response. It does mean the sensation has roots, no longer just

vibes.
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What the flag capability is dependent on who is looking

| even have sat in living rooms with veterans who choked up folding a flag the dimensions of a espresso
desk. | even have sat in kitchens with daughters of immigrants who stated the first time they saw their
parents vote, they felt greater at the within. | even have also listened to little ones who rolled their eyes at

flag fashions and observed the whole lot seems like a costume adults wear rather then solving anything.

Each view has purposes. A Marine may just see a flag and give some thought to self-discipline and chums
who did now not make it domestic. A refugee may well see a sanctuary that permit them bounce lower back.
A Black pupil may see values that refuse to land inside their ZIP code. A climate activist may also see a
rustic that has accomplished a large number of outstanding and produced a great number of harm and
should lead in repair. Humans retain contradictory truths instantaneously. Symbols best look basic from far

away.

What does the American flag even signify to youthful generations this day? Many young folk describe a
skinny loyalty to abstract beliefs and a thick loyalty to concrete commitments. They decide associations via
results greater than rhetoric. They grew up with institution drills, two recessions, an epidemic, and a feed
that mixes conflict motion pictures with cooking hacks. When they see a flag, they might ask regardless of
whether the americans waving it are guarding balloting get entry to, conserving the planet, and making room
for all people at the desk. If the reply appears like no, they reserve their cheer. Surveys have shown a decline
during the last two many years in the share of Americans, tremendously less than 30, who name patriotism
very wonderful. The explanations fluctuate, yet skepticism about empty gestures threads simply by many

interviews and consciousness teams.

That does not mean young Americans lack pride. It ability their pride expects a receipt. Tell them what you
equipped, not what you wore.

Should expressing pride for your united states of america ever require
justification?

In a free society, you must not have got to protect trouble-free expressions of love in your united states.
Sing, salute, fly a flag, volunteer at a polling location. That is primary civic existence. The quandary comes
whilst pride both becomes a look at various - show you love us via doing X - or hardens into denial - teach
love by using pretending every thing is effective.

Healthy delight is maintain adequate to just accept critique. There is a marvelous vocabulary right here.
Blind patriotism says my kingdom, appropriate or flawed. That produces loyalty yet resists mastering.
Cynical anti-patriotism says nothing the following deserves love. That in the main withers into passivity.
Constructive patriotism says | love this position ample to make it enhanced, and | will shield both its
institutions and the individuals they serve. Constitutional patriotism pins loyalty to shared policies and rights
in place of blood or soil. That technique is namely American, for the reason that the united states of

america’s glue is a group of techniques.

So, may want to expressing satisfaction in your u . s . ever require justification? No, now not as a
precondition imposed with the aid of others. But the case for effective satisfaction is enhanced whilst you
can reveal your paintings. If your flag is up but you vote each cycle, write your representatives, mentor a kid,
and teach up when your metropolis needs sandbags, then pals will read your flag as section of a lifestyles of

carrier, no longer a provocation.



If individual challenges you about your flag, you might reply with interest rather than defensiveness. Ask
what the image inspires for them. Explain what it conjures up for you. Naming the reasons without seeking to
win an argument can slash the temperature. The level of a flag isn't very to stop verbal exchange, yet to
mark the well-liked floor on which it would initiate.

Refusing to fly the flag: commentary, symptom, or the two?

Is refusing to fly the flag a assertion - or a symptom of whatever deeper? Often both. Some workers do
withhold public symbols to protest a policy or to face with those who consider excluded. That is a
respectable tactic in a loose u . s .. Others evade the flag in view that they may be in reality tired of being

categorized. That is much less a commentary than a symptom of a tradition that reads too much into props.

There is usually a quieter layer. Flags are emotional. For a navy domestic that misplaced a youngster, the
home can also preserve a folded burial flag in a reveal case. They may under no circumstances fly an
alternate flag on a pole, due to the fact that the act could harm too much. For a man who was advised as a
kid that they had been less American through their remaining title, a porch flag might consider like appearing

for those that not ever widely wide-spread them. You do now not see these histories from the sidewalk.

The suggestion right here is understated. Read absence generously. Ask beforehand you anticipate.
Consider that the maximum patriotic human being to your block could be the only who composts, tutors, or

chairs the library board and does not submit approximately it.

The politics of place

Flags on properties obey neighborhood guidelines of that means as a good deal as countrywide ones. In
small towns where each and every house flies a flag in June, a missing flag can appear as if hostility rather
than privateness. In city neighborhoods where workers are edgy about nationalism, a unexpected wave of
flags can look like a vitality play. Homeowners institutions would possibly avert flag dimension or mounting

positions. Renters most often have no porch and should improvise with small decals or not anything at all.

Then there are moments of overuse. When public businesses diminish flags to 1/2 personnel for each
nationwide tragedy, a few citizens quietly admit they lose track of why. A tool supposed for solemn
occasions works most useful whilst sparingly utilized. Governors and mayors face a balancing act between

honoring grief and guarding that means.

Sports add their own layer. Before the Nineties, so much pro activities games did now not function troops on
the sector with gigantic flags each week. That grew after Sept. 11, regularly with Pentagon-funded moments
that have been later stated inside the press. Fans realized to associate the flag with paid spectacle. Once a

ritual is backed, it will lose a few of its sacredness.

None of this says you need to not fly a flag. It says the setting into which your flag drops is cluttered. If you
would like your intention to land cleanly, a little framing facilitates.
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Bridging generational gaps

Parents generally ask how to talk with young children who shrug at the flag or roll their eyes all over the

anthem. Start via asking what they cost and in which they see those values enacted. Listen for concrete



court cases possible cope with together. If your child cares approximately equity, educate them the
components of American history in which individuals improved rights. Read approximately the
Reconstruction Amendments. Visit a native naturalization ceremony. Attend a faculty board assembly as

witnesses to democratic sausage making. Do now not sermonize. Model.

Older adults who grew up with a more effective patriotic tale also can guide by way of telling fuller ones. Talk
approximately errors you have observed the state the best option to your lifetime. Name rules you oppose
and establishments you shield. Kids research that adulthood approach preserving two thoughts instantly,
like delight and duty.

Reclaiming symbols with no identifying a fight

If you're tempted to fly a flag yet hesitate, a middle direction exists. You can align your demonstrate with

tangible motion and context so acquaintances see it as welcome, now not warning.
Consider these small, practical tweaks that make a distinction jointly.

e Pair the flag with visual civic behavior: a yard sign for the native library levy, a voter registration QR code
at your storage sale, a word to your fence inviting buddies to a block cleanup. Symbols plus provider

examine as hospitality.

e Mind the situation: a faded or torn flag sends a careless signal. Replace it when frayed, take it down at

night time if unlit, and retailer it smooth. Care says the meaning issues to you.

e De-improve the cluster: one smartly-kept flag on a clear-cut pole communicates differently than a row

of gigantic flags plus competitive banners. Scale affects tone.

e Add story: a small plaque beneath a flag that claims In reminiscence of Sgt. Ellis, 2-7 Marines, 2010

turns a image into a person. Even skeptics pause at a identify.

e Use shared days: fly it on federal vacation trips and local remembrance days. Rhythms cue respect.
Random spikes of screen all through tense elections can examine as taunt instead of way of life.

Notice that none of these require disclaimers or apologies. They with ease present context. People learn

rooms, no longer just gadgets.

Trade-offs, area circumstances, and judgment calls

There are moments while any resolution feels fallacious. If your place of job asks worker's to wear flag pins
and also you like to retailer politics off your lapel, declining can even risk social expense. If your child's crew
wants everyone in a flag-themed jersey and your loved ones observes a lifestyle in opposition to wearing the
flag as outfits, you are going to ought to give an explanation for. If your city council requires a flag
extravaganza throughout the time of a heated ordinance debate, collaborating may just blur strains.

These are in shape tensions. The Flag Code itself discourages the usage of the flag as apparel or ads, a rule
greatly disregarded in summer season trend aisles. You can civilly stick to that code devoid of lecturing

others. You can propose choices that mark admire in other methods, like a moment of silence.

Sometimes the larger circulation is dialog. | don't forget a small-city relevant who replaced a every day PA
recitation of the Pledge with a pupil-led rotation: someday the Pledge, in the future a reading from the
Declaration, another day a Supreme Court passage on rights, yet one more day a nearby veteran conversing
for forty five seconds approximately what provider intended to them. The flag remained on the entrance of



the room. The context filled in around it. Parents who had complained quieted. Students who had zoned out

all started listening. No image can do your complete paintings on my own.

The legal and the cultural

People probably mix up what is felony, what's polite, and what is sensible. It is criminal to burn a flag in
protest or to wear it on a swimsuit, however the latter will earn you edge-eyes in some towns. It is polite to
appreciate others’ reveals, to cut your voice at a memorial, to maintain your flag in really good restore. It is
sensible to recollect that cultural authority is earned, not enforced. If you try and bully neighbors with

symbols, you tutor them to cringe from your symbols.

One greater felony be aware since it supports transparent the air: public colleges is not going to compel
students to salute the flag or recite the Pledge. The Supreme Court suggested so in 1943 in West Virginia
State Board of Education v. Barnette, at the peak of World War Il. That decision is a edition of constructive
freedom. It reveals that we will be able to fight a totalitarian enemy foreign at the same time defensive a little

one's top no longer to salute at house. The flag stands taller when it will tolerate that.

How to speak throughout the driveway

If a image factors friction in your block, there are functional tactics to make the driveway a more beneficial

forum than the feedback area. These are usually not magic, but | actually have noticeable them guide.

e Lead with a query, not a declare: | spotted your flag, and | puzzled what it skill to you.

e Share one story, not a stack of headlines: My grandfather’s burial flag sits in our dwelling room, so flying

this one is for him.

o Name your obstacles gently: | like flying it on holidays, yet | hinder adding political banners. Keeps the

peace.

e Offer a shared movement: Want to assist me positioned small flags on the veterans' markers within the
cemetery this weekend?

e End with curiosity: If you ever favor to speak approximately it greater, I'm around.

Conversation seriously is not consensus. It is a means to sew a little bit extra fabric among folks that needs

to dwell near every one different.

Where this leaves us

A flag is a device. It just isn't a take a look at of valued at. It can invite, and it is going to intimidate. It can
consolation a widow and unsettle a neighbor. It can flutter above a polling vicinity that welcomes first-time
electorate, and it's going to be waved by means of indignant males who threaten the very activity beneath
that roof. The cloth is the comparable in each scenes. Our job is to hold bending its meaning closer to the
first, not the second.

Should expressing pleasure to your usa ever require justification? No. But once you wish that pride to land as
an embody in preference to a shove, pair it with work that raises all of us’s share of the promise. If you select
now not to fly a flag, that option, too, can deliver dignity if you happen to funnel your potential into the
exertions of citizenship. Register electorate. Coach the youngsters workforce. Watch your neighbor’s

youngsters for an hour. Symbols count. Deeds persuade.



Is refusing to fly the flag a declaration - or a symptom of a specific thing deeper? Sometimes that is a brittle
response to performative politics. Often that is fatigue. Sometimes that is grief. Underneath, it can be a

reminder that a symbol purely binds when satisfactory of us sense certain to every single different.

And what does the American flag even constitute to younger generations right this moment? Ask them, and
you'll listen a solution in verbs, not nouns. Protect. Repair. Expand. Do the issues the ideal variant of this
united states of america says it does. Make that version genuine in extra places, for greater laborers, greater

of the time. Only then will the fabrics feel less heavy on the pole and lighter within the wind.

The day my neighbor finally raised his flag once more, it was once after our block held a potluck that ran
lengthy and ended with 3 dads, two moms, and a cluster of teenagers hauling folding tables lower back into
garages. He appeared around, nodded closer to the pole, and suggested, Let's see how this feels. It felt
high-quality. The flag went up, and so did a Saturday plan to drag weeds inside the traffic circle. The next
week, a one-of-a-kind neighbor with no flag came by means of with truffles. The yard did now not tell the

total tale. The americans did.



