
When to Hire a Pennsylvania DEP Certified Radon
Contractor in York and Adams County

Understanding Radon Risks in South Central Pennsylvania
Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that comes from the breakdown of uranium in
soil and rock. It moves up through the ground and can enter homes through cracks in
foundations, gaps around pipes, and other openings. In Pennsylvania, the geology of York and
Adams counties makes this area particularly prone to elevated radon levels. The Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has long tracked radon data across the state,
and the readings in these two counties consistently rank among the higher averages found
anywhere in the commonwealth.

Living with radon doesn't mean you have to panic, but it does mean you need to take the issue
seriously. Testing is the first step, and it's something homeowners can often do themselves
with a simple test kit. But when the test comes back above the Environmental Protection
Agency action level of 4.0 picocuries per liter (pCi/L), the question becomes what to do next.
That's when you need real expertise. That's when you need to start looking for a Pennsylvania
DEP certified radon contractor who understands the local soil conditions, building styles, and
mitigation techniques that actually work in this part of the state.

What Makes a Radon Contractor DEP Certified?
The state of Pennsylvania does not license radon contractors directly, but it does run a
certification program through the DEP. A Pennsylvania DEP certified radon contractor has
completed specific training, passed exams, and agreed to follow the DEP's technical standards
for radon measurement and mitigation. This certification matters because it sets a baseline for
competence. Without it, anyone can call themselves a radon mitigator, and there is no
guarantee they know what they are doing.

Certification covers more than just installing a vent pipe in a basement. It includes
understanding how to read a test result accurately, how to evaluate the unique construction of
a home, and how to design a system that will actually lower radon levels rather than just
moving the problem around. A certified contractor also knows the DEP's reporting
requirements, which matter if you ever need to document radon levels for a real estate
transaction or a home sale.
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Mistakes I Have Seen Homeowners Make
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Over the years, I have watched homeowners try to save a few hundred dollars by hiring a
handyman or a general contractor who claims they can "fix radon" without any specialized
training. The results are rarely good. One common mistake is installing a sub-slab
depressurization system that looks correct but fails to create enough suction because the
contractor did not seal the slab properly. Another is placing the exhaust pipe too close to a
window or an air intake, which simply pulls the radon right back into the house. These are not
subtle errors. They can leave you with radon levels that stay high or even get worse, and you
end up paying twice for a proper fix later.

The difference between a general contractor and a Pennsylvania DEP certified radon contractor
is the difference between guessing and knowing. A certified contractor brings a manometer to
every job to measure system pressure. They know how to locate the best suction point. They
understand that every house is different and that a system that worked on your neighbor's
split-level may not work on your slab-on-grade ranch. That judgment comes from training and
from doing the work day in and day out.

When You Need More Than a Test Kit



Testing is easy. You buy a kit, you place it in the lowest livable level of your home, you send it to
a lab, and you wait for the results. But interpreting those results and deciding what to do next
can be more complicated. If your short-term test comes back at 8 pCi/L, you know you have a
problem. But what if it is 3.8 pCi/L, just under the action level? Do you need to mitigate? The
EPA says you should consider fixing your home if levels are between 2 and 4 pCi/L, but the
decision is not always straightforward. A certified contractor can help you understand the risk
and can run a follow-up test to get a more accurate picture before you invest in mitigation.

There is also the question of timing. If you are selling a home, the buyer's radon test result can
kill a deal if it comes back high. A Pennsylvania DEP certified radon contractor can do a pre-
listing test and, if needed, install a mitigation system before the house goes on the market.
That proactive approach is often less stressful than waiting for a contingency to pop up during
the inspection period. I have seen sellers lose weeks of time because they had to scramble to
find a contractor after the buyer's test came back. By then, the seller is under pressure and may
not have the time to vet contractors properly.

What a Proper Mitigation System Looks Like
A typical radon mitigation system in this region involves a vent pipe that runs from beneath the
basement slab or crawlspace up through the roof or an exterior wall, with a fan that
continuously pulls soil gas away from the house. The fan needs to be sized correctly for the
square footage and the soil type. The pipe needs to be sealed where it exits the slab. The fan
motor needs to be rated for continuous operation, because radon mitigation is not a one-time
fix; it is a system that runs 24/7.

After installation, a good contractor will test the system to confirm that radon levels have
dropped below the action level. That step is part of the DEP standards, but not every contractor
follows it. A certified contractor will also show you how to check the manometer regularly to
make sure the fan is still running. Over time, fans can fail. I have seen fans that were installed
in damp crawlspaces rust out after a few years. A good contractor will recommend a fan that is
designed for outdoor or damp conditions and will give you guidance on when to replace it.



Fan Replacement and Maintenance
Radon mitigation fans are not like furnace blowers or bathroom exhaust fans. They are built to
move air continuously against a static pressure load, and they take a beating. In York and
Adams County, where basements can be damp and temperatures vary widely, a fan might last
five to seven years before it starts to lose efficiency or fails completely. When that happens, the
manometer will show a drop in pressure, and radon levels may start to creep back up.

If you have an existing system and the manometer reads zero or very low, the first step is to
check whether the fan is running. Sometimes the fan motor has simply died. Other times, a
wire may have come loose or the fan may be clogged with debris. A Pennsylvania DEP certified
radon contractor can diagnose the problem and replace the fan with the correct model for your
system. Fan replacement is a relatively quick job, but it is not something you want to do
yourself unless you understand the electrical and structural requirements. Getting it wrong can
mean wasted money or, worse, a system that does not protect your family.

Choosing the Right Contractor for Your Home



When you start looking for a contractor, ask for proof of DEP certification. The DEP maintains a
public list of certified individuals and firms, and you can check that list online. Do not rely on a
contractor's word alone. Ask how many systems they have installed in homes similar to yours.
Ask whether they will do a post-mitigation test and provide a written report. Ask about
warranties on the fan and the labor. A confident contractor will answer these questions without
hesitation.

Connect with us on Pinterest.

Price is always a factor, but it should not be the only factor. A cheap system that is poorly
designed will cost you more in the long run. A well-designed system from a certified contractor
will last for years and will keep your family safe. In this region, you can expect to pay
somewhere in the range of one to two thousand dollars for a typical sub-slab system, but
prices vary based on the complexity of the house, the type of foundation, and the difficulty of
routing the vent pipe. Get multiple quotes, but compare them on more than just price. Look at
what each quote includes and whether the contractor is certified.

Final Thoughts on Radon Safety

https://www.pinterest.com/yorkparadonpros/


Testing your home for radon is one of the few things you can do that has a direct and
measurable impact on your family's long-term health. The science is clear: prolonged exposure
to elevated radon levels increases the risk of lung cancer. The mitigation technology is proven
and reliable. The missing piece, for many homeowners, is finding someone they can trust to do
the work right. That is where certification and local experience come together.

If you live in York or Adams County and need radon testing, mitigation, or fan replacement, York
PA Radon Pros, located at 867 Clare Ln, York, PA 17402, USA, can be reached at +1 717-807-
5245. They are a local resource for radon testing, mitigation, and fan replacement in York and
Adams County, Pennsylvania, offering trusted contractor recommendations and DEP-backed
data.


