Pedestrian cases in Georgia do not follow the same playbook as typical fender benders. The injuries are often
catastrophic, fault can turn on seconds of decision-making, and insurance carriers know how to exploit uncertainty
around what the pedestrian did or didn't do. If you were hit while walking, running, or using a crosswalk anywhere
in Georgia, the first days after the crash matter more than most people realize. The law offers real remedies, but

the process only rewards those who gather proof early and navigate the legal and medical terrain with care.

This guide draws on how these cases actually unfold in Georgia courts and negotiation rooms. It explains how fault
is evaluated, what compensation is available, the data you need to protect, and the traps that take thousands off a
settlement. It also clarifies how an accident injury lawyer frames a pedestrian claim to insurers and, when

necessary, juries.

Why pedestrian cases are different

Cars shield their occupants. Pedestrians take the full force. That simple asymmetry drives everything that follows.
Medical bills escalate quickly. Recovery times stretch into months. And because pedestrians are physically
vulnerable, insurers sometimes argue that victims should have been more cautious, which is a polite way of saying

they plan to blame you to reduce the payout.

Georgia's comparative negligence rule means a pedestrian’s compensation drops by the percentage of fault
assigned to them, and if that share reaches 50 percent, recovery is barred entirely. That rule can turn a fair
settlement into a frustrating stalemate if you do not counter it with evidence and a coherent narrative. A seasoned

car accident lawyer will anticipate those arguments and line up proof to close those gaps.

Fault in Georgia, in plain terms

Georgia follows modified comparative negligence with a 50 percent bar. If a driver was 80 percent at fault and you
were 20 percent at fault, your damages are reduced by 20 percent. If you are found 50 percent or more at fault,

you recover nothing. That single threshold shapes how every insurer evaluates risk and sets reserves.
Who ends up with the larger share of fault depends on the specifics:

® Crosswalks: Drivers must yield to pedestrians in crosswalks when the pedestrian is on the same half of the
roadway or approaching closely from the opposite half. If the walk signal favors the pedestrian, the driver
starts with a heavy presumption of fault.

* Midblock crossings: Jaywalking does not automatically defeat a claim, but it invites negligence arguments. A
midblock crossing at night on a poorly lit arterial road is a common battleground. Visibility, speed, and driver

attention become central.
® Turning vehicles: Many pedestrian crashes happen during left turns when drivers focus on oncoming cars and
never scan the crosswalk. Traffic camera footage and the intersection’s signal timing plan can be decisive here.
® School zones and neighborhoods: Speed limits and special duty of care increase scrutiny on drivers. Even 5 to

10 mph over the limit can shift fault significantly when a child is involved.

* Intoxication, distraction, and failure to yield: A driver texting, speeding, or impaired tilts liability sharply. A
pedestrian distracted by a phone is a common defense talking point, but unless it directly caused the collision,

it rarely outweighs a driver’s duty to keep a proper lookout.

Comparative fault is not guesswork. It is evidence-driven. The side that secures better video, clearer

measurements, and credible witnesses usually dictates how adjusters assign percentages.



Evidence that moves numbers

Pedestrian cases rise and fall on early, objective proof. Memories fade quickly. Intersection footage can overwrite
itself within days. As an auto accident attorney, I've seen liability shift dramatically because someone retrieved a
neighbor’s doorbell camera the day after the crash https://imagevisit.com/image/dDTTn9 or measured skid marks

before rain erased them.

Crash scene fundamentals include the police report, photos, and witness statements, but the sharper edge comes

from:

* Video sources: Traffic cameras, private business cams, MARTA station cams, apartment complexes, and

doorbell cameras. Map the path the driver likely took before impact and canvas those angles.

® Event data and telematics: Modern cars log speed, braking, and throttle. Many drivers run connected apps
that store trip data. In some cases, rideshare or delivery apps provide timestamps and map traces. An auto

injury attorney will send preservation letters fast to lock this down.

e Signal timing: The sequence, cycle length, and clearance intervals at the intersection can prove who had the
right of way. County or city traffic engineering departments keep these records. Obtain them before arguing
liability.

® |ighting and visibility: Lux readings, bulb type and tint on streetlamps, and the presence of tree canopy or
signage obstructions matter. Recreate conditions at the same time of night with similar weather, then

photograph from driver and pedestrian perspectives.

e Cell phone records: When distraction is suspected, secure call/text logs and data session metadata. These are

powerful in settlement talks because they undercut the driver’s credibility and inflame jury risk.

Do not assume the police report will carry the day. Many reports contain rushed narratives or incomplete

diagrams. They are a starting point, not the last word.

Medical documentation that actually helps your case

Pedestrian injuries often include tib-fib fractures, pelvic ring injuries, shoulder separations, facial fractures, and
traumatic brain injuries. Some symptoms, especially concussion-related, surface days later. Insurers discount

undocumented complaints, so the medical record must tell a clear, continuous story.

The sequence matters. Start with the emergency department or urgent care visit, then follow through with your
primary physician and specialists. If physical therapy is prescribed, go consistently. Gaps will be used against you.
Keep prescription receipts, medical mileage logs, brace or device invoices, and out-of-pocket receipts. For brain

injuries, neuropsychological testing can validate cognitive complaints that plain imaging misses.

Your accident injury lawyer will translate this medical history into damages that an adjuster can model. That
includes projecting future costs: hardware removal surgeries, post-traumatic arthritis risk, shoulder instability,

vision therapy, or vocational retraining if your work requires standing, lifting, or precise coordination.

Insurance sources in Georgia, beyond the obvious

The at-fault driver's liability coverage pays first. In Georgia, minimum limits are often 25,000 per person and
50,000 per accident, which rarely covers pedestrian injuries. The next layer usually comes from your own auto
policy’s uninsured/underinsured motorist coverage. Many pedestrians do not realize UM/UIM applies even when

they were not inside a car. Georgia allows stacking in some scenarios depending on whether your UM is add-on or
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reduced-by. An experienced auto accident attorney will read the declarations and endorsements carefully to unlock

the full value.

Health insurance can pay medical bills as they come, but reimbursement rights lurk in the background. ERISA
plans, Medicare, and Medicaid assert liens. Some private plans also claim reimbursement. The order of operations
and the negotiation of these liens can shift your net recovery by thousands. A car crash lawyer with lien experience
will scrutinize plan language, challenge unrelated charges, and leverage Georgia’s made-whole doctrine where it
fits.

If a commercial vehicle or rideshare driver hit you, different policy structures apply. Rideshare coverage can widen
when the driver is logged into the app, then expand further during an active ride. Commercial policies often have
higher limits, but they fight harder, so paper is king: dispatch logs, GPS pings, dash camera policies, and driver

qualification files should be requested early.

What compensation looks like in practice

Compensation in pedestrian cases divides into two buckets: economic and non-economic damages. Economic
damages include medical bills, future medical needs, lost wages, reduced earning capacity, and household services
you can no longer perform without paid help. Non-economic damages capture pain, anxiety, loss of enjoyment,
scarring, and loss of mobility or independence. In egregious cases involving reckless conduct, punitive damages
may be available to punish and deter, but they are not the norm and require strong proof of willful or wanton

behavior, such as drunk driving at excessive speed.

Numbers vary with injury severity and insurance limits. A fractured tibia with surgery in a crosswalk case might
resolve for six figures when liability is clear and future hardware removal is likely. A concussion with ongoing
headaches, visual disturbances, and cognitive changes can command significant value if neuropsychological testing
supports functional loss. On the other hand, soft-tissue-only cases with disputed liability can end up under
50,000, especially if there are gaps in care or social media undermines claimed limitations. A car accident law firm
will pressure-test value ranges with comparative verdicts and the venue’s jury tendencies. Fulton, DeKalb, and
Chatham juries, for example, may view pedestrian cases differently than juries in smaller counties with more

conservative award histories.

Common defense plays and how to counter them
Adjusters and defense counsel tend to recycle a handful of arguments. Knowing them makes it easier to prepare.

They often argue that the pedestrian darted out suddenly. This is where frame-by-frame analysis of video, skid
marks, and time-distance calculations matter. If the driver had two to three seconds of potential perception-

reaction time, you can challenge the sudden-emergency narrative.

They point to dark clothing or lack of reflective gear at night. Georgia law does not require reflective gear for
pedestrians in ordinary circumstances. Lighting studies, headlight throw patterns, and driver speed analysis help

show the driver still had duty and opportunity to avoid impact.

They blame preexisting conditions. Medical chronology is your shield. Distinguish prior complaints from post-crash
symptomology, highlight the new imaging findings, and use treating physician opinions to show aggravation.
Aggravation of a preexisting condition is compensable under Georgia law, but you have to make the change

obvious.

They nitpick medical treatment as excessive or unrelated. Keep the treatment rational and physician-directed.

Avoid clinic hopping. A single, consistent treatment plan undermines this argument.



They invoke comparative negligence by citing phone use. If you were on a call or had earbuds in, it does not end
the claim. Show eye-witness accounts, your path of travel, and driver conduct. Phone records with timestamps can

also cut both ways, sometimes hurting the driver more.

How an attorney builds the case narrative

Facts win cases, but presentation decides timing and value. A strong accident injury lawyer will choreograph the

proof into a timeline that carries emotional truth without exaggeration.

Start with the human story. Where you were headed, why you chose the route, your walking speed, and what you
noticed. Then the driver's path, from prior intersection to impact, aligned with speed estimates and line-of-sight
studies. Layer in the signal phases to show who had permission to be where. Tie physical evidence to medical
findings: the bumper height matches the tibia fracture pattern, the shoulder injury aligns with the fall trajectory.

When the mechanics make sense, jurors and adjusters align with you even before they see the bills.

An auto accident attorney will also prepare for deposition months before it is scheduled. Your testimony should be
natural and specific. Memorize nothing. Instead, anchor yourself in sensory recall: what you heard, the feel of the
pavement, the location of the sun, the smell of brakes. These details read as authenticity without sounding

rehearsed.

The first 72 hours after the crash

The early window shapes what you can prove later. Most people do not think like litigators at a crosswalk, nor

should they. But a few focused steps protect your claim without turning you into an investigator at the scene.

* Seek medical care the same day, even if you think you are fine. Adrenaline hides injury. Delays raise doubt.

® Preserve clothing, shoes, and any broken items. Do not wash or repair them until your car accident law firm

photographs and logs them.

* Ask a trusted friend to photograph the scene within 24 to 48 hours: skid marks, debris field, sight lines,
nearby cameras, and posted speeds.

® Keep a short pain journal for the first month. Two or three lines a day on sleep, mobility, headaches, and work

limits are enough.

* Avoid discussing fault on social media. Defense counsel will comb your posts and photos.

These quiet steps pay dividends. They also reduce the burden later when memories blur.

Medical bills, liens, and the math of settlement

Pedestrian cases often carry hospital bills that rival small mortgages. Do not panic when you see inflated
chargemaster rates. Georgia allows you to claim the reasonable value of medical services, which can include billed
amounts even if insurers negotiate down the pay. Defense will argue about write-offs and what is reasonable. A
skilled car crash lawyer will present provider affidavits, regional charge comparisons, and the actual amounts paid
to establish a credible number.

Liens reduce the final check if not handled carefully. Medicare and Medicaid must be repaid, but not more than
they are entitled to. Private ERISA plans can be aggressive, but their rights hinge on plan language. Non-ERISA
plans may be restrained by Georgia law. A car accident law firm with lien-resolution experience will challenge
unrelated expenses, seek equitable reductions, and sometimes negotiate global reductions proportional to policy

limits. This work changes what you keep, which is what matters to you.



Timelines that catch people off guard

Georgia's statute of limitations for personal injury is generally two years from the date of injury, but waiting that
long is unwise. You may need to file sooner to preserve evidence or if a government entity is involved. Claims
against cities or counties require ante litem notices, and those deadlines can be as short as six months. Miss that

window and your claim can evaporate.

From first call to resolution, straightforward cases can settle within four to nine months if liability is clear and
treatment completes quickly. More complex injuries or disputed fault can extend the timeline past a year. Filing
suit often accelerates meaningful evaluation because it opens formal discovery, where you can compel production

of data the insurer might otherwise ignore.

Dealing with adjusters without losing leverage

Adjusters are trained to establish rapport, then guide you toward admissions that reduce value. You can be polite
without volunteering details. Confirm basic facts, provide insurance information, and decline recorded statements
until you have counsel. If you already gave a statement, it is not fatal, but your auto injury attorney will request

the transcript and plan around it.

Do not send a piecemeal packet of medical records. That invites cherry-picking. Present a curated demand package
only when treatment reaches a stable point or the path forward is clear. The best car accident lawyer you can hire
for a pedestrian case will time this demand strategically, often after locking down key liability proof and clarifying

future medical costs through physician opinions.

What settlement looks like when it is time

A well-crafted demand letter tells a clean story and illustrates it with photos, diagrams, and excerpts instead of
data dumps. It highlights liability first, then damages, then anchors a number that can be defended in court. The

tone is firm and professional. Outrage and bluster do not move spreadsheets.

Expect a first offer that is lower than you want. Negotiations are iterative. Your lawyer will apply pressure by
exposing risk: the driver’s cell phone activity, the signal timing analysis, the sympathetic day-in-the-life video, and
the venue's verdict history. Some cases settle after two or three volleys. Others require filing suit to show resolve.
Most Georgia pedestrian cases still resolve pre-trial, but building like you are going to trial improves those odds

and those numbers.

When trial is the better path

You do not need a trial lawyer for every claim. You need one on the cases where the insurer refuses to price risk
fairly. Trials make sense when liability is strong, injuries are substantial, and the insurer clings to thin comparative
fault theories. They also make sense where policy limits exceed the numbers on the table and the venue skews

plaintiff-friendly.

At trial, credibility is currency. Jurors look for consistency between the physical evidence and witness stories. They
notice honesty about preexisting issues and practical efforts to get better. A calm, prepared plaintiff often
outperforms flashy storytelling. The defense will try to splinter causation and minimize suffering. Your attorney’s

job is to keep the story coherent and grounded, with experts who teach rather than perform.

How to choose counsel for a pedestrian case



Not all personal injury experience is the same. Pedestrian cases require a motor carrier mindset for evidence, a
medical eye for long-term consequences, and comfort with engineering details. When you interview a car accident
lawyer, ask about their approach to signal timing, video preservation, and lien resolution. Request examples of
similar cases. Look for someone who explains rather than sells. The best car accident lawyer for you is the one who

makes a complicated process feel organized and honest, not the one who promises a number on day one.

Contingency fees are standard. Discuss the percentage, costs, and how medical liens will be handled. Ask how
often the firm files suit versus settles pre-suit. A firm that is willing to litigate, and has done so, often secures
better pre-suit outcomes because insurers recognize the threat posture. An established car accident law firm will
also have relationships with specialists and experts who can step in early, from biomechanical engineers to life-care

planners.

Special scenarios that change the script

Hit-and-run: Uninsured motorist coverage usually fills the gap. Report the crash immediately and cooperate with
law enforcement. Prompt notice to your insurer is critical. Some policies have strict deadlines for phantom vehicle

claims.

Government vehicles or roadway defects: Ante litem notices and sovereign immunity rules apply. The defect must
be more than general wear and tear. Proving prior knowledge of a hazard can be the difference between a viable

claim and a dead end.

Rideshare, delivery, or commercial fleets: Higher limits are common, but investigations get more technical. GPS

trails, dispatch logs, and compliance records can widen your leverage if you move early.

Children and elderly pedestrians: Juries react strongly to injury in these groups. Duty of care and foreseeable risk
standards shift subtly. Defense comparative negligence arguments against young children rarely gain traction in

Georgia.

A steady path forward

If you were hit by a car in Georgia, you are playing on a field with rules most people never study until they are
injured. You do not have to master all of it. You do have to make a few sound decisions in sequence, and you

should not let an insurer write the story for you.

Start medical care, preserve what you can, and speak with an experienced accident injury lawyer or auto injury
attorney who handles pedestrian cases routinely. The right advocate will gather the hard proof that pins down
fault, frame your medical journey without exaggeration, and negotiate against the true risk the insurer faces at
trial. Whether you resolve the claim in months or press forward through litigation, disciplined steps and credible

evidence are the levers that move compensation in Georgia pedestrian hit-by-car cases.



