Why Architectural Shingles Austin Homeowners
Are Making the Switch

When | bought my first house in Austin, the roofer | hired gave me a choice between three
asphalt shingle options and told me to pick one before he loaded his truck. | didn't know the
difference between 3-tab shingles and architectural shingles back then. | just knew my budget
was tight and my roof leaked every time a spring storm rolled through from the Hill Country.
Fifteen years later, after working on dozens of roof replacements across Travis County, | can
tell you that the decision between standard shingles and premium laminated shingles comes
down to more than price. It comes down to how long you plan to stay in your house and how
much wind you are willing to endure before calling a repair crew.

Architectural shingles sit in the middle of the asphalt shingle lineup. They are thicker than
basic 3-tab shingles but not as heavy as the impact-resistant laminated offerings from
manufacturers like Owens Corning or GAF. What matters for Austin homeowners is that
architectural shingles Austin installers carry tend to have a dimensional profile that gives a roof
more texture and depth. The shadow lines are deeper, which hides minor deck imperfections
better and makes a roof look more expensive than it actually is. That visual upgrade alone has
convinced a lot of my neighbors to pay the extra dollar per square foot during their roof
replacement.

How Architectural Shingles Compare to Other Options

Three-tab shingles are the standard starter shingle. They are flat, uniform, and cheap. A bundle
of 3-tab shingles covers about the same area as architectural shingles, but the material weight
is lower and the wind warranty is weaker. If you live in a neighborhood near downtown Austin
where the tree canopy breaks the wind, 3-tab shingles might last twenty years without trouble.
But if you are on the eastern edge of town where the wind comes straight across the plains,
you want a shingle that can handle uplift. Architectural shingles offer a better wind warranty
than 3-tab, though not as strong as the impact-resistant laminated shingles from CertainTeed
or Atlas Roofing.

Impact-resistant shingles are the top tier. They are laminated, meaning multiple layers of
asphalt and fiberglass are fused together under pressure. They resist hail, foot traffic, and high
winds better than any other asphalt shingle. Tamko and IKO both make impact-resistant lines
that carry Class A fire ratings and serious algae resistance warranties. But they cost more, and
the installation cost goes up because the material is heavier and requires more nails per
shingle. For a typical Austin house with a moderate pitch, the difference in installation cost



between architectural shingles and impact-resistant shingles runs about fifteen to twenty
percent. That adds up fast on a 2,000-square-foot roof.

What Matters Most for Austin’s Climate

Austin weather is hard on roofs. The summer sun cooks asphalt shingles until they curl at the
edges. Then a thunderstorm drops an inch of rain in an hour, and the temperature swings thirty
degrees in a single day. Algae resistance becomes important because the humidity along the
Colorado River corridor keeps roofs damp longer than people expect. Architectural shingles
from GAF and Owens Corning come with algae-resistant granules embedded in the surface.
That is not just marketing. | have seen roofs on the south side of town that were installed five
years ago with standard 3-tab shingles already showing green streaks near the gutters. The
architectural shingles on the same street still look clean.

Wind is the other big factor. Austin sits in a region that gets straight-line wind gusts over sixty
miles per hour during spring squalls. Architectural shingles are designed to shed wind better
because they have a thicker base and a stronger seal strip. Many architectural shingle lines
from CertainTeed carry a wind warranty that covers gusts up to 110 miles per hour when
installed correctly. That matters if you are financing a roof replacement and want to avoid
surprise repair bills after the first big storm.

Installation Cost and Material Price

| have watched homeowners pick architectural shingles over 3-tab shingles because the
difference in material price was small enough to fit their budget, but the difference in
appearance was large enough to justify the upgrade. A square of architectural shingles
typically runs about ten to fifteen percent more than a square of 3-tab shingles. The installation
cost is similar because both types go down the same way: four nails per shingle, a strip of
asphalt cement on the leading edge, and a chalk line every three rows. The labor does not
change much. What changes is the quality of the finished roof and the length of the warranty.

Austin Roofing Company, which installs all three types of asphalt shingles in Austin, Texas, has
told me that most of their customers who choose architectural shingles do so after seeing a
neighbor’s roof replacement. They walk outside, look at the dimensional shingles on the house
next door, and ask for the same thing. That word-of-mouth effect is real. Architectural shingles

Austin homeowners see in their own neighborhood create a visual standard that 3-tab shingles
cannot match.

Who Makes Architectural Shingles
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Most major manufacturers produce an architectural line. Owens Corning makes the Duration
series, which is a laminated architectural shingle that bridges the gap between standard
dimensional shingles and impact-resistant products. GAF makes the Timberline series, which
has a deep shadow line and a strong wind warranty. CertainTeed offers the Landmark series,
which is a true architectural shingle with a Class A fire rating and a limited lifetime warranty.
Atlas Roofing makes the Summit series, Tamko makes the Heritage series, and IKO makes the
Nordic architectural line. All of these products fall into the architectural category and are
available through local suppliers in Austin.

The key difference between these brands is the warranty terms and the granule adhesion. |
have seen GAF shingles hold their color better in direct sun than some other brands. | have
also seen CertainTeed shingles resist curling better on steep pitches. Your choice often comes
down to what your installer stocks and what they have experience installing. A good roofer will
stand behind the brand they know best.

Should You Upgrade to Architectural Shingles?

If you are planning to sell your house within five years, architectural shingles are a smart
investment. The curb appeal they add is disproportionate to their cost. Buyers notice a roof
that looks thick and textured. They do not notice a cheap 3-tab roof unless it is failing. If you
plan to stay in your house for ten years or more, the wind warranty and algae resistance of
architectural shingles will save you money on maintenance and repairs. The extra cost you pay
upfront will come back to you in avoided service calls and longer life.

If you live in a part of Austin that gets heavy tree shade and moderate wind, 3-tab shingles
might still make sense for a rental property or a tight budget. But for a primary residence, the
upgrade to architectural shingles is one of those decisions that never gets regretted. | have
never heard a homeowner say they wish they had cheaped out on their roof. | have heard plenty
say they wish they had spent a little more the first time.

Final Observations

The roofing market in Austin has shifted over the past decade. Ten years ago, most houses
had 3-tab shingles. Now, architectural shingles are the default choice for new construction and
roof replacements alike. The reason is simple: the price gap has narrowed, and the
performance gap has widened. Manufacturers have improved the dimensional shingle design
to the point where architectural shingles Austin contractors recommend every day are a
genuine middle-ground product, not a compromise.

Architectural shingles Austin homeowners install today are built to handle the heat, the
humidity, and the wind that define this region. They are not a luxury upgrade. They are the



sensible choice for anyone who wants a roof that looks good, lasts long, and does not require
constant attention. If you are planning a roof replacement, ask your contractor about
architectural shingles from Owens Corning, GAF, CertainTeed, Atlas Roofing, Tamko, or IKO.
Compare the wind warranty and the algae resistance to the 3-tab option. The math usually
works out in favor of the upgrade.



