A Practical Room-by-Room Viewing Checklist for
Student Accommodation

Why a Viewing Checklist Matters When Choosing Student
Accommodation

Finding the right place to live during your time at university can feel like a challenge, especially
when you are comparing multiple properties across different cities. Each room might look
similar in a brochure or on a website, but the differences become obvious once you step
through the door. A systematic approach to viewing student room options helps you notice
what matters most. This article offers a practical checklist of points to examine, with a short
reason for each, so you can make an informed decision with confidence.

What to Look For in the Room Itself

Start with the room that will be your home for the next academic year. Look beyond the surface
and check the practical details that affect daily life. The size of the room matters, but so does
the layout. Does the room have enough floor space for your desk, chair, bed, and any storage
you plan to bring? A room that looks generous in photos can feel cramped once your
belongings are inside. Walk around the room and imagine where each piece of furniture will go.
If possible, measure the room or ask for the floor plan. This is one of the most overlooked
aspects when comparing student room options, yet it directly influences how comfortable you
will feel.
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Check the condition of the furniture. Open drawers, inspect the mattress, and see if the desk
has enough surface area for your laptop and books. Look for signs of wear that could become
a problem later. A small mark on the wall now might lead to a dispute at the end of your
tenancy, so note any damage and report it. The same applies to the carpet, curtains, and any
built-in storage. A thorough inspection at the start saves you time and money later.

Examine the windows. Do they open easily? Is there a window lock for security? Natural light
makes a big difference to how the room feels, but it also affects your sleep and study habits. A
room with no natural light might feel gloomy, while a south-facing room could get too warm in
the summer. Consider the direction the window faces and whether there are blinds or curtains
that block light when you need darkness. The view matters too. A window looking onto a busy
street might be noisy, while one facing a quiet courtyard offers a calmer atmosphere.

Bathroom and Kitchen Facilities

If the accommodation includes an ensuite bathroom or a shared kitchen, inspect these areas
carefully. For ensuite rooms, check the shower pressure, the temperature of the water, and how
long it takes for hot water to arrive. A weak shower or inconsistent water temperature can be
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frustrating every day. Look for mould or damp patches around the shower, sink, and toilet.
These are signs of poor ventilation or maintenance. Ask when the bathroom was last deep-
cleaned and how often cleaning takes place during the year.

In shared kitchens, count the number of hobs, ovens, and fridge space relative to the number of
residents. A kitchen with only two hobs for eight people will create bottlenecks during meal
times. Check the size of the freezer compartment and whether there is enough cupboard
space for dry food. Look at the cleanliness of the oven and extractor fan. A greasy or poorly
maintained kitchen indicates that communal cleaning might not be a priority. Also, check if the
kitchen has a dining table or enough counter space to prepare food. These details might seem
minor, but they affect your daily routine more than you expect.

Room Options and Layout Choices

Purpose-built student accommodation often offers a range of room types, from standard
single rooms to larger studios or cluster flats. When you visit, ask to see at least two different
room types if possible. This gives you a sense of what you are paying for and what the price
difference buys. A standard room might be fine for a quieter lifestyle, while a studio with its
own kitchenette offers more independence. Think about your own habits. Do you prefer a quiet
environment for studying, or do you thrive in a more social setting? The layout of the building



can influence this too. Some properties have communal lounges and study rooms, while others
are more corridor-based with less common space.

Another factor is the floor level. A ground-floor room might be convenient for carrying shopping
in, but it could be noisier if it faces a street. A higher floor usually offers better views and less
street noise, but it means relying on lifts or stairs. Check the lift capacity and reliability. If you
have a heavy suitcase or a lot of shopping, a broken lift can make things difficult. The location
of the room within the building also matters. A room near the communal kitchen or entrance
might experience more foot traffic and noise, while one at the end of a corridor is likely to be
quieter.

Security and Safety Checks

Your safety is non-negotiable. When you visit the accommodation, look for security measures
such as secure entry systems, CCTV cameras in communal areas, and well-lit corridors and
entrances. Check that the main door locks properly and that there is a way to contact security
or reception out of hours. Ask about fire safety: are there smoke detectors in each room, and
are fire drills held regularly? Look for fire extinguishers and emergency exit signs. If the building
has a shared kitchen, check that there is a fire blanket or extinguisher nearby. These features
might not be at the top of your list, but they are essential for peace of mind.

Also, check the condition of the locks on your own room door. A lock that feels flimsy or does
not engage properly is a red flag. Ask about the policy for lost keys and how quickly the
management responds to lock-related issues. Some properties use electronic key fobs that
can be deactivated if lost, which adds an extra layer of security. The overall impression of the
building should feel safe and well-maintained. If something feels off, trust your instinct and ask
questions.

Internet and Connectivity

In today's academic environment, a reliable internet connection is as important as heating and
hot water. When viewing a room, ask about the internet service provider, the speed, and
whether Wi-Fi is available throughout the building. Some accommodation includes ethernet
ports in each room, which can offer a more stable connection for online study or streaming.
Ask if there are any data caps or restrictions on usage. A building with slow or unreliable
internet can make research, coursework, and staying in touch with family much harder. If
possible, ask a current resident about their experience with the internet. You can also check
the signal strength on your phone while you are in the room, though this is not a guarantee of
the quality of the building's network.



Location and Surroundings

The location of the accommodation affects your daily life more than almost any other factor.
When you visit, take note of the distance to your university campus, the nearest supermarket,
and public transport links. Walk the route from the accommodation to the campus at the same
time of day you would normally travel. This gives you a real sense of the journey time and the
safety of the area. Check if there are bus stops nearby and how frequent the services are. If
you plan to cycle, look for bike storage facilities and ask about security. Some properties offer
secure bike sheds or racks, while others have no provision at all.

Also, consider the surrounding neighbourhood. Is it quiet at night? Are there restaurants, cafes,
or green spaces nearby? The social life of the area can make a big difference to your overall
experience. A student room in a lively area might be convenient for nights out, but it can also
mean more noise. Think about your own preferences and what kind of environment helps you
study and relax.

Bills and What Is Included

One of the advantages of purpose-built student accommodation is that bills are often included
in the rent. However, the extent of what is covered varies. When you view a room, ask
specifically about what is included. Is water, electricity, gas, and internet all part of the rent, or
are there separate charges? Are there any caps on utility usage? Some properties include a



certain amount of electricity or gas per month, and exceeding that leads to extra charges.
Clarify this before you sign any contract. Also, ask about the policy for contents insurance.
Some accommodation providers include basic insurance in the rent, while others expect you to
arrange your own. Knowing these details helps you budget accurately and avoid unexpected
bills.

Another point to check is the heating system. Is it central heating with a thermostat in each
room, or does the whole building share one system? Individual control over heating is a big
advantage, especially in winter. If you are someone who feels the cold, check the radiator or
heater in the room and ask how often the heating is on. Some properties have timed heating
that may not suit your schedule. Ask if you can adjust the temperature or if there is a fixed
schedule. These small details can make a big difference to your comfort.

When comparing student room options, it helps to have a structured approach. Write down
your observations during each viewing and take photos of the room and facilities. This makes
it easier to compare later, especially if you see several properties in a short space of time. A
checklist like the one above covers the essentials, but trust your own feelings about a place. If
a room feels right and meets your practical needs, it is likely a good choice.

At

For a wide selection of verified student accommodation across UK university cities,
Hallbookers, Student Accommodation UK provides a platform where you can search, compare,
and contact providers directly. Using a service like hallbookers.co.uk can simplify the process
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of finding suitable student room options, especially when you are looking in an unfamiliar city.
The platform lists many purpose-built properties, making it easier to arrange viewings and
gather the information you need to make a decision. Taking the time to visit and inspect each
property thoroughly, using a checklist like this one, ensures that the room you choose supports
your studies and your wellbeing throughout the academic year.

Remember that a viewing is your chance to ask questions and see the place for yourself. Do
not hesitate to ask about anything that is unclear. The more you know upfront, the fewer
surprises you will face after moving in. Whether you are a first-year student or returning to
university for another year, a careful comparison of student room options helps you find a
home that fits your needs and budget. With a clear checklist in hand, you can view each
property with confidence and make a choice that you will feel good about all year long.
Hallbookers, Student Accommodation UK offers a useful starting point for your search, and
combining it with a thorough viewing routine gives you the best chance of finding a great place
to live.
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