cgh

cheney galluzel % howard
v Can et

A bicycle crash can turn an ordinary commute, training ride, or weekend errand into months of disruption. The
physical injuries are often only the first layer. Medical appointments stack up. Work gets missed. A damaged bike
and broken gear become evidence, not just property. Then the insurance process begins, and that is where many

strong claims start to weaken.

The problem is not usually one dramatic mistake. More often, it is a series of small decisions made in pain,
confusion, or good faith. A rider speaks too freely to an adjuster. A family member repairs the bicycle before
photos are taken. A social media post suggests recovery is going better than it is. A symptom that seemed minor
in the first 48 hours later turns into a major issue, but it was never documented. By the time a Bicycle Accident

Lawyer gets involved, some of the best evidence may already be gone.

Protecting a claim does not mean becoming suspicious of everyone around you. It means understanding how
accident cases are built in the real world. Liability, medical proof, property damage, lost income, and credibility all
matter. The strongest claims are usually the ones where the injured rider took steady, practical steps early, even

before there was any certainty about filing a lawsuit.

The first hours matter more than most people realize

After a bicycle collision, adrenaline scrambles judgment. Riders often insist they are fine, especially if they can
stand, talk, or walk. That reaction is common, and it can be costly. Some of the most serious injuries in bike cases
do not present clearly at the scene. Concussions, internal injuries, soft tissue damage, wrist fractures, and knee

injuries can seem manageable at first, then worsen over the next day or two.

If emergency care is appropriate, accept it. If not, get evaluated as soon as possible. The timing of that first
medical visit often becomes a focal point later. Insurance companies look for delays and argue that a gap in

treatment means the injury was minor or unrelated. That argument is not always fair, but it is common.

The same principle applies to documentation at the scene. If you are physically able, gather what you can. The
driver's name, contact information, license plate, insurer, and photographs of the roadway can make a major
difference. A bicycle accident is not like a simple fender bender in a parking lot. Road design, lane width,

shoulder condition, visibility, debris, potholes, parked cars, and traffic signals can all shape fault analysis.

| have seen claims turn on details as small as fresh skid marks near a crosswalk or a shattered bike light lying ten

feet from the point of impact. Those details rarely survive the cleanup of traffic and weather.



Why early legal advice can change the outcome

Some people hesitate to call a Bicycle Accident Lawyer because they assume the case is straightforward. A driver

hit a cyclist, so liability should be obvious. Sometimes it is. Often it is not.

Drivers may claim the rider swerved unexpectedly, ignored a signal, rode outside the bike lane, lacked lights, or
appeared from a blind spot. In many states, comparative fault rules mean your compensation can be reduced if
you are found partially responsible. That makes the early framing of the case important. A lawyer who handles

bicycle claims regularly knows which facts matter and which assumptions tend to harm cyclists unfairly.

Bike cases also involve evidence that general injury practices sometimes overlook. Helmet damage, GPS ride data,
cycling computer records, action camera footage, bike fit and component condition, and the mechanics of impact
can all help explain what happened. A seasoned Bicycle Accident Lawyer will often move quickly to preserve
surveillance footage from nearby businesses, request traffic camera recordings, locate witnesses before they

disappear, and keep the damaged bicycle from being altered.

That last point matters. A bent fork, cracked frame, sheared pedal spindle, or damaged rear wheel can reveal the

angle and force of impact. If the bike is repaired too soon, an important piece of the case may vanish.

Do not let the insurance company define the story

Insurance adjusters are trained to gather information efficiently, and they often sound helpful. Many are
courteous and professional. Even so, their job is to evaluate exposure and control payout. That is not a moral
judgment, just a practical one. You should assume that every statement you give may be used to narrow your

claim.

The biggest trap is the recorded statement taken too early. Riders who are hurting and trying to be cooperative
often guess about speed, distance, traffic signals, or what they could see. Later, when more facts emerge, those
early estimates are treated like fixed admissions. A simple phrase such as “l didn't see him until the last second”

can be reframed as inattention, even if the real issue was a driver turning across your path without yielding.

Another trap is discussing your injuries in casual terms. People often say, “I'm okay,” because they are being
polite. In a claim file, that can become evidence that your condition was minor. If you have not yet been fully

evaluated, it is better to say that you are still receiving medical assessment and do not want to speculate.

A lawyer can handle these communications, but even before counsel is retained, caution helps. Stick to basic

facts. Do not exaggerate. Do not guess. Do not volunteer theories you are not sure about.

Medical treatment is not just about healing, it is also proof

A claim rises or falls on documentation. Pain is real, but pain that is not recorded is harder to recover for. The
same goes for dizziness, headaches, sleep disruption, numbness, anxiety riding in traffic, and limitations in daily

activity.

That does not mean chasing treatment you do not need. It means following through on care that is reasonably
recommended and making sure your symptoms are described accurately. If your shoulder hurts only when
reaching overhead, say that. If your knee gives out on stairs but not on flat ground, say that. If headaches started

three days after the crash, tell the provider. Medical records are often the clearest timeline in the file.

This becomes especially important in bicycle cases because many riders are active and stubborn. They push

through discomfort. They get back on a trainer too soon. They return to work with a brace and a bottle of



ibuprofen, then tell the doctor they are "managing.” Weeks later, the records make it look as though the injury

barely interfered with life.

A better approach is honest, specific reporting. If you cannot commute by bike, carry groceries, type comfortably,
sleep on one side, or lift your child, those are meaningful losses. They humanize the claim and show actual

impact.

Protect the damaged bicycle and every piece of gear

People understand keeping medical bills, but they often overlook the bicycle itself as evidence. Do not throw
away broken components. Do not let a shop strip the bike for salvage before thorough photographs are taken. If

possible, store the bicycle in the condition it was in after the crash.

A high quality road, gravel, mountain, or commuter bike can involve more than the frame and wheels. There may
be a helmet, shoes, pedals, lights, cycling computer, power meter, bags, clothing, prescription glasses, phone

mount, and tools. Property damage in bike cases can easily run into the thousands, and sometimes much more.

More important, the pattern of damage can support the injury claim. A crushed rear triangle may align with a
rear-end strike. Scuffed bar tape and pedal scraping can show the side and direction of the fall. A destroyed

helmet may support head impact even when imaging is normal.

Take wide photos and close-ups. Include the roadway, intersection, vehicle damage if visible, your injuries over
time, and all gear. Save purchase receipts if you have them, but do not panic if you do not. Shop records, email

confirmations, bank statements, or product listings can help establish value.

Social media can quietly undercut a strong case

Most people know not to post a photo of themselves mountain biking two days after claiming a serious leg
injury. The subtler issues are more common. A smiling family picture at a birthday party, a short clip walking the
dog, or a comment about “feeling better” can be pulled out of context. Insurance defense teams do this

routinely.

The problem is not just what you post. Tagged photos, shared event check-ins, and public comments by friends
can also create noise. If your claim includes lasting pain, reduced endurance, fear of traffic, or difficulty returning

to cycling, a curated online version of your life can be used to suggest a fuller recovery than reality supports.

That does not mean you need to vanish from normal life. It means you should be cautious, private, and

consistent. If your injuries are significant, ask your lawyer how to handle online activity during the claim.

The police report helps, but it is not the whole case

Riders often place too much weight on the police report, whether it favors them or not. A good report can be
helpful, especially if it identifies the driver, witnesses, diagram of the scene, and any citation issued. But officers
usually arrive after the impact. They may not interview every witness. They may misunderstand bicycle
positioning, lane rights, or visibility issues. Sometimes they rely heavily on the driver's initial account because the

cyclist has already been taken for treatment.

If the report contains errors, do not assume the claim is doomed. Those errors can sometimes be clarified
through supplemental statements, witness accounts, photos, video, or reconstruction. On the other hand, if the
report strongly supports the cyclist, do not assume that alone will force a fair settlement. Insurers still look at

medical proof, comparative fault arguments, and damages.



A Bicycle Accident Lawyer who understands traffic dynamics involving cyclists can often see beyond the report’s
shorthand. That perspective matters in left cross collisions, right hooks, dooring incidents, lane encroachment

cases, and crashes involving poor road maintenance.

Lost wages and reduced earning capacity need careful proof

Income loss is rarely as simple as missing a week of work. Salaried employees may burn through paid time off.
Hourly workers may lose overtime, weekend shifts, or tips. Self-employed riders face a different challenge
because their losses are harder to capture neatly. A contractor, realtor, freelancer, or small business owner may

keep working in a reduced way while losing valuable opportunities that are real but not obvious on a paystub.

This is one area where records make or break the claim. Calendars, canceled client meetings, tax returns, invoices,
payroll records, and employer letters all help. If your injuries changed how you perform your work, document
that too. A software engineer with a wrist fracture may type slower for months. A nurse with a knee injury may be
unable to handle full shifts. A chef with shoulder damage may lose speed, stamina, and precision long before

being declared fully healed.

Reduced earning capacity is even more nuanced. A serious cyclist who also works a physically demanding job
may recover enough for daily life but not enough for the same level of professional output. These losses deserve

careful presentation, not broad claims without support.

Be careful with quick settlement offers

Early offers can feel like relief. Bills are coming in, the bike is ruined, and everyone wants closure. But early offers
often arrive before the medical picture is clear. Once a release is signed, the case is usually over. If symptoms

worsen later, there is generally no second chance to seek more compensation.

This does not mean every fast settlement is unfair. Some minor injury cases can resolve efficiently and
appropriately. The key question is whether you know enough yet. Have you reached a stable point in treatment?
Do you understand future care needs? Has the concussion cleared? Do you know whether the shoulder injury is a
strain or a labral tear? Are you back to work at your normal level? Can you ride in traffic again without pain or

anxiety?

Until those answers are reasonably clear, settling can be risky.

What to do in the first week

The first week after a crash often shapes the claim more than the next six months. The priority is your health, but

a few disciplined steps can preserve essential evidence and prevent avoidable damage.

1. Get medical evaluation promptly and follow the treatment plan you are given.

2. Photograph injuries, the bicycle, gear, vehicle damage, and the crash location.

3. Report the collision to the appropriate insurer, but keep statements brief and factual.
4. Preserve the bicycle and all damaged equipment in post-crash condition.

5. Speak with a Bicycle Accident Lawyer before giving a recorded statement or accepting payment.

Those steps are simple, but people miss them constantly. One rider repairs the bike because the shop says parts

are scarce. Another cleans out a bloodied backpack and tosses the broken helmet. Another waits ten days to seek



care because they hoped the pain would fade. None of those choices sound dramatic at the time. Later, each one

becomes a defense argument.

Cases involving road defects or multiple parties require extra attention

Not every bicycle crash is a simple driver versus cyclist claim. Sometimes a pothole, drain grate, uneven pavement
seam, missing signage, or construction hazard contributed to the fall. Sometimes a rideshare vehicle stopped
illegally, forcing the rider into traffic. Sometimes a delivery van opened a door while a second vehicle caused the

main impact. In those cases, identifying every potentially responsible party becomes critical.

Claims involving public entities are especially sensitive because notice deadlines can be shorter and procedural
rules stricter than ordinary injury cases. Miss a deadline, and a viable claim may disappear before it is even
investigated. The same urgency applies when commercial vehicles are involved. Companies may have onboard

video, driver logs, dispatch records, and maintenance information that should be preserved quickly.

These are not technicalities. They are often the difference between a claim that reflects the full reality of the crash

and one that is boxed into an incomplete narrative.

Credibility is a form of evidence

Jurors, adjusters, and defense lawyers all evaluate consistency. They compare what was said at the scene, in the
medical records, to the employer, on social media, Bicycle Accident Lawyer CGH Injury Lawyers and later in

testimony. That is why honesty and precision matter so much.

You do not need to be perfect to have a valid claim. Plenty of injured cyclists were tired, distracted by traffic, or
riding in difficult conditions. The law does not require sainthood. It requires proof. If there is a weak fact, hiding it
usually backfires. Addressing it directly is often better. A rider may admit they did not have a front light at dusk,
yet still show that the driver failed to yield while turning left across the rider's lane. A cyclist may acknowledge

they were moving briskly, but prove they still had the right of way and were plainly visible.

Experienced lawyers understand how to present those mixed facts without letting them overwhelm the case.

How a well-prepared claim actually gets valued

People often ask what a bicycle accident case is worth, and the honest answer is that value depends on liability,
injuries, treatment, permanence, income loss, insurance limits, and the quality of proof. Two riders can suffer
similar fractures and end up with very different outcomes because one has clean liability and excellent records

while the other has disputed fault and sparse documentation.

Settlement value usually grows from a combination of hard losses and human losses. Medical bills, wage loss,
and property damage are the starting point. Pain, disruption, reduced mobility, sleep problems, scarring, loss of
confidence riding, and impact on family life often carry major weight too. In serious cases, future care, surgery

risk, and long-term impairment become central.

A thoughtful Bicycle Accident Lawyer does more than total bills. They build a narrative supported by records,
images, witness testimony, and expert input where needed. That narrative explains not only what was broken, but

what changed.

Choosing the right lawyer for a bike case


https://www.google.com/maps?cid=12754349830689844018

Not every personal injury lawyer understands cycling. That gap shows up quickly. Some do not appreciate the
value of the bicycle and components. Some misread crash dynamics because they think in terms of car accidents
only. Some do not know the common bias cyclists face, especially in cases where drivers argue the rider was hard

to see or “came out of nowhere.”

When speaking with counsel, pay attention to whether they ask detailed questions about lane position, lighting,
speed, route design, helmet damage, bike inspection, and witness preservation. Ask who will handle the case day
to day. Ask how they approach disputed liability. Ask whether they have handled bike collisions involving

dooring, right hooks, left turns, or unsafe passing. Practical familiarity matters.

A lawyer does not need to be a competitive cyclist to handle these cases well, but they should understand how

bicycle crashes differ from ordinary auto claims.

The claim you protect early is usually the claim that holds up later

A bicycle accident case is built long before formal negotiations or a lawsuit. It starts with the care you get, the
evidence you preserve, the words you choose, and the discipline to avoid shortcuts. The legal system rewards

documentation, consistency, and timing far more than outrage.

For injured riders, that can feel frustrating. You know what happened. You know what hurts. But a claim is not

judged by what you know privately. It is judged by what can be proven clearly.

That is why the best advice is usually practical, not dramatic. Get treated. Keep records. Preserve the bike. Be
careful with insurers. Do not minimize symptoms. Do not exaggerate them either. And if the injuries are more

than truly minor, speak with a Bicycle Accident Lawyer before the claim story gets written by someone else.

CGH Injury Lawyers

2701 Lawrence St Suite 201
Denver, CO 80205, United States
Phone: +1 720-669-8062



FAQ About Bicycle Accident Lawyer

Who is at fault if a car hits a bicycle?

Fault depends on the evidence and the traffic rules that applied to the collision. A driver, cyclist, or another party
may share responsibility. Police reports, witness accounts, video, and the physical evidence can help establish

what happened. A collision with a car does not automatically determine legal fault.

Can you sue someone for hitting you on a bike?

You may have a claim when another person's negligent conduct causes your injuries and losses. The available
evidence, applicable deadlines, insurance coverage, and any shared fault affect your options. A lawyer can review
the circumstances and explain whether an insurance claim or lawsuit is appropriate; compensation is not

guaranteed.

What percentage does an injury lawyer usually take?

There is no single percentage that applies to every injury case. Many lawyers use a contingency fee based on a
share of the recovery, with the terms stated in a written agreement. Ask how the percentage is calculated,

whether it changes during litigation, and how case expenses are handled before signing.



