
Why Luxury Apartments in Santorini Offer a More
Personal Escape
Most people dream of Santorini before they have ever seen it. They imagine whitewashed walls
tumbling down cliffs, blue-domed churches rising against a blinding Aegean sky, and sunsets
that feel almost scripted. And when they finally book, the first instinct is often a big-name hotel.
But after a decade of visiting and staying across the island, I have come to believe that the best
way to experience Santorini is not through a sprawling resort but through a carefully chosen
private residence. That is where the concept of luxury apartments Santorini really shines.

A hotel, even a great one, is still a shared space. You queue for breakfast, you share the infinity
pool with strangers, you adjust your schedule to the property's fixed meal times. A well-run
luxury apartment flips that entirely. You wake when you want, you eat what you bring in from
the local bakery, and you watch the caldera view from a terrace that belongs to no one else. It
is a difference that becomes more important the longer you stay.

The Advantage of Space and Privacy
The first thing that strikes you about a true luxury apartment in Santorini is the square footage.
Hotels, even the famous ones like Canaves Oia or Katikies Hotel, tend to keep rooms compact.
That is fine for a long weekend, but for a week or more, the lack of separate living space starts
to wear. A luxury apartment gives you a proper living room, a kitchen you can actually cook in,
and often a dining area. You can spread out your books, leave your camera gear on the table,
and not feel like you are living out of a suitcase.

I remember a stay in Imerovigli, at a private residence perched on the caldera edge. The room
at Mystique had been lovely, but the apartment we moved to had a full kitchen and a sunset
terrace that wrapped around the entire front of the building. We spent evenings there with a
bottle of Assyrtiko from Antoniou Winery, watching the light change without a single other
guest in sight. That kind of privacy is hard to find in a hotel, no matter how exclusive.

Location Beyond the Postcard
Hotels cluster in the obvious spots. Oia and Fira are packed with properties because that is
where the famous views are. But luxury apartments Santorini open up the rest of the island in a
way that hotels simply do not. You can stay in Firostefani, which offers the same caldera
panorama as Fira but with half the foot traffic. You can base yourself in Akrotiri, near the
archaeological site and a short walk from Red Beach, and have a completely different
experience of the island.
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One of my most memorable trips was based in Perissa. Not a caldera view, but a long black-
sand beach and a laid-back vibe that felt a world away from the Oia sunset crowds. The
apartment there had a private plunge pool and a small garden. We spent mornings at the
beach, afternoons at the wineries, and evenings grilling fresh fish on the terrace. That kind of
flexibility is what makes a rented home so much more than a place to sleep.

Design That Feels Lived In
The aesthetics of Santorini are famous for a reason. The whitewashed architecture, the blue
accents, the cave-style rooms carved into the cliff. Hotels do this well, but they often sanitise it.
Everything is too perfect, too staged. A luxury apartment, especially one run by a local owner,
often has more character. There is a difference between a room designed by a corporate team
and a home curated by someone who actually lives on the island.

I have stayed in apartments where the tiles were handmade, the furniture was antique, and the
art on the walls was by a local painter. One place in Imerovigli had a small library of Greek
poetry and a record player with old rebetiko albums. That is not something you get at the Grace
Hotel, lovely as it is. The attention to detail feels personal, not performative.



The Caldera View - Yours Alone
Let us talk about the view. Every hotel on the caldera promises it, but you share it with everyone
else at the property. The famous sunset at Oia is a communal event, with dozens of people
jostling for position on a hotel terrace. In a private luxury apartment, that view is yours. You
wake up and the caldera view is right there, through your own window. You have coffee on your
own balcony. You watch the sunset without a queue.

Andronis Arcadia does a great job with its infinity pools, but nothing compares to having an
infinity pool that is solely yours. I stayed in an apartment near Fira that had a small infinity pool
on a private deck. It was not huge, but it was ours. We swam at midnight, we swam at dawn,
we floated and watched the cruise ships slide into the caldera. That kind of freedom is what
luxury really means.

Direct Booking and Local Knowledge
One practical advantage that often gets overlooked is the booking process itself. When you
book a luxury apartment through a curated collection that offers direct booking with live
availability, you skip the middleman. You talk to the owner or the property manager directly.
That means you get real advice about the island. Not the generic recommendations from a
hotel concierge, but the local spots that are actually good.



I have had owners send me directions to a taverna in Akrotiri that no guidebook mentions, and
recommend a specific time to visit Red Beach to avoid the crowds. One owner in Perissa left a
handwritten note with the names of the best bakeries and the exact beach spot where the
water stays shallow for kids. That kind of local knowledge makes a real difference to a holiday.

And because the booking is direct, the rates are often better than what you would find on the
big booking sites. You see real availability, you choose your exact dates, and you pay a fair
price without hidden fees. It is a simpler, more honest way to travel.

Practical Considerations
There are trade-offs, of course. A hotel gives you daily housekeeping, a restaurant on site, and
a front desk that can handle problems. In a luxury apartment, you are more independent. You
need to be okay with that. If the Wi-Fi goes down, you might need to call the owner. If you want
breakfast, you buy your own eggs. But for many travellers, that independence is the point.

I always advise people to check the amenities carefully. A private plunge pool sounds
wonderful, but in April the water is too cold to use. A sunset terrace is great, but make sure it is
not facing north where the sun sets behind the cliff. Read the descriptions, look at the photos,
and ask questions before you book. The best properties are honest about what they offer.



Also, think about transport. Santorini is small but hilly. Many luxury apartments are in villages
like Oia or Imerovigli, which have steep steps and no car access. If you are not comfortable
walking, look for a property near a road or with a parking spot. The caldera view often comes at
the cost of easy access. Know your own limits.

The Real Luxury
In the end, the appeal of luxury apartments Santorini comes down to one thing: ownership of
your own experience. You are not a guest following someone else's schedule. You are a
resident, even if only for a week. You wake up in a home that feels like it belongs to you, in a
landscape that is as dramatic as any place on earth.

I have stayed at the best hotels on the island. Katikies Hotel, Canaves Oia, Mystique, Andronis
Arcadia, the Grace Hotel. They are all excellent in their own way. But the memories that stick
are not from the hotel pools or the fancy restaurants. They are from the evenings on a private
sunset terrace, the mornings with a coffee and a caldera view that was mine alone, the
afternoons exploring the island on my own terms. That is what a well-chosen luxury apartment
gives you. And that is why I keep coming back.


