=

Underinsured Motorist Attorney Los Angeles and Eisenberg Law Group PC Legal Guide

Underinsured Motorist Attorney Los Angeles and
Eisenberg Law Group PC: 10 Key Facts About Coverage,
Claims, Accidents, and Compensation

In California, being involved in an accident with an uninsured or underinsured driver can create serious financial
and emotional stress. When the at-fault driver does not have enough insurance, your own uninsured motorist
coverage may be the only way to receive compensation for your injuries. At Eisenberg Law Group PC, led by
attorney Steven Eisenberg and affiliated with YMPK Law Group LLP, our attorneys help injured people throughout
the state of California, including in Los Angeles, to seek the compensation they deserve. This article explains 10
key facts about underinsured motorist law, the legal suite process, and how our law group at 5503 Cahuenga
Blvd, Unit 200, North Hollywood, CA 91601 can help you after an accident.

What Is Underinsured Motorist Coverage in California?

Underinsured motorist coverage is an insurance policy provision that protects you when the at-fault driver's
liability insurance is not enough to pay for your personal injury damages. The coverage steps in when the other
driver's policy limit is exhausted and pays the remaining damages up to your own coverage limits. You may not
realize that this coverage exists on your own car insurance policy, but in California, insurance companies must
offer uninsured motorist coverage with every auto policy they sell, and this coverage typically also includes

protection against underinsured drivers.

The distinction between uninsured motorist and underinsured motorist coverage is important for your claim.
Uninsured motorist coverage applies when the other driver has no car insurance at all, including in hit-and-run
accidents. Underinsured motorist coverage applies when the other driver has some form of insurance, but their
liability limit is still too low to cover the full cost of your medical bills, lost wages, and other damages. In both
cases, you are dealing with your own insurance company rather than the other driver's insurer, which changes the

legal strategy required.

Car accidents in Los Angeles and throughout the state of California frequently involve drivers who carry only the
minimum liability limits required by law. The California minimum is $15,000 per person and $30,000 per accident
for bodily injury, plus $5,000 for property damage, which is far below the actual cost of treating a serious injury.
This is why having underinsured motorist coverage can be the difference between full compensation and
devastating out-of-pocket costs, and why you should seek advice from personal injury attorneys who understand

how to pursue these claims.

Uninsured Motorist vs. Underinsured Motorist: What Is the Difference?

The difference between uninsured motorist and underinsured motorist coverage comes down to whether the at-
fault driver has any insurance at all. If the driver who caused the accident has no insurance, your uninsured

motorist coverage pays for your damages up to the policy limit. If the driver has insurance but the limit is



insufficient to cover your total damages, your underinsured motorist coverage pays the remaining amount, again
up to your own policy's limit. Both coverages are often combined in California auto insurance policies, but they

serve distinct purposes in the claims process.

One in seven drivers in California is estimated to be uninsured, according to insurance industry analyses, and the
risk of an accident with an uninsured or underinsured driver is very real. The California Department of Insurance
provides detailed guidance on how uninsured motorist coverage works and why it matters for drivers across the
state. For many injured victims, the only way to receive fair compensation is to make a claim through their own

policy, and an attorney can be essential in this process.

The key difference between these two types of coverage matters most when calculating your damages and
determining which insurance company is responsible for paying your claim. An experienced uninsured motorist
attorney can review your policy, analyze the at-fault driver's coverage, and determine the best legal path to
maximize your recovery. Do not assume that the other driver's insurance will be enough to cover your injuries,

because in many cases it will not be, and your own coverage is your safety net.

California Minimum Insurance Requirements and Liability Limits

California minimum insurance requirements are among the lowest in the nation, and this creates significant risks
for anyone who is injured in an accident with a driver who has only basic coverage. The state of California
requires each driver to carry $15,000 in bodily injury liability coverage per person, $30,000 in bodily injury liability
coverage per accident, and $5,000 in property damage liability coverage. These limits are known as 15/30/5

coverage, and they are often tragically inadequate for serious accidents.

Here is a comparison of California's minimum coverage limits against the real costs of common car accident

injuries:

Coverage Type California Minimum Required Cost of a Serious Accident Injury Bodily Injury per Person $15,000
$50,000 to $100,000 or more Bodily Injury per Accident $30,000 $100,000 to $500,000 or more Property Damage
$5,000 $10,000 to $30,000 or more

As the table demonstrates, a single hospital visit can easily exceed the at-fault driver's entire insurance policy.
When this happens, the at-fault driver may be personally liable for the excess damages, but most drivers do not
have significant personal assets. This is exactly why your own uninsured motorist coverage is so important, and it
is why you need to understand the insurance you carry before you are involved in an accident. Under California
Insurance Code Section 11580.1, insurance companies must offer uninsured motorist coverage with every auto

policy issued in this state.

What to Do Immediately After an Accident With an Underinsured
Driver

If you are involved in an accident with an underinsured driver, the first thing you should do is seek medical
attention for any injuries you may have suffered, even if the injuries seem minor at first. Some injuries, including
whiplash, soft tissue damage, and internal injuries, may not show symptoms until days after the accident, so it is
critical to document your condition as soon as possible. After seeking medical care, you should report the
accident to the police and obtain a copy of the accident report, because this report will be a key piece of

evidence in eisenberg law group pc your claim.

You should also take the following steps to protect your legal rights:


https://www.insurance.ca.gov/02-consumers/auto/calculators/uninsured-motorist-coverage/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=INS&sectionNum=11580.1
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=INS&sectionNum=11580.1
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eisenberglawgrouppc/

1. Collect contact information from the other driver, including name, phone number, license plate number, and

insurance policy number.
2. Take photographs of all vehicles involved, the accident scene, any visible injuries, and any property damage.

3. Get contact information from any witnesses who saw the accident, because witness testimony can help prove

that the other driver is responsible.

4. Contact your own insurance company to report the accident and ask for a claim form, as well as directions on

what documents you need to submit.

Once you have reported the accident to your insurance company, do not give a recorded statement or accept a
quick settlement without first consulting with an attorney. The insurance company may try to get you to admit
fault or minimize your injuries, and anything you say can be used against you. Your best protection is to seek
advice from personal injury legal professionals who can guide you through the claims process and negotiate on

your behalf.

How Can an Underinsured Motorist Attorney Help Your Claim?

An underinsured motorist attorney can help your claim by handling every aspect of the legal process, from
investigating the accident to negotiating with insurance companies and, if necessary, filing a lawsuit. The
insurance company is not on your side, and without an attorney, you may be pressured into accepting a low
settlement that does not cover your full damages. At Eisenberg Law Group PC, our injury attorneys work to

ensure that you receive the maximum compensation available under your policy and California law.

Your attorney will conduct a thorough investigation of the accident, gather medical records and bills, calculate
your economic and non-economic damages, and work with expert witnesses if your case goes to trial. In an
underinsured motorist claim, your own insurance company may act as an adversary, and having a skilled legal
representative is essential to protect your interests. The insurance company may argue that your injuries are pre-
existing or that your medical treatment was unnecessary, and your attorney will be prepared to counter these
arguments with evidence. Having an attorney on your side also means you do not have to sweat the legal details

of your case, because we handle all the paperwork and communications for you.

In addition to negotiating your claim, your attorney will explain the legal process in clear terms and answer any
questions you have about your case, including the statute of limitations, the arbitration process that often applies
to uninsured motorist claims, and how your compensation will be calculated. By having an attorney on your side,
you level the playing field against insurance companies and significantly increase your chances of receiving a fair

outcome.

Proving Fault, Negligence, and Liability in a Los Angeles Accident

Proving fault, negligence, and liability is the foundation of any personal injury case in Los Angeles, and it is
especially important when dealing with an underinsured motorist claim. Under California law, a driver who is
responsible for causing an accident may be liable for the resulting damages, and the injured party must prove
that the other driver's negligence caused the accident. Negligence includes actions such as distracted driving,

speeding, running a red light, tailgating, or driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

To prove negligence, your attorney must establish four elements: the driver had a duty to operate the car safely,
the driver breached that duty, the breach caused the accident, and the accident resulted in damages. This
requires gathering evidence including the police report, witness statements, traffic camera footage, and cell
phone records, as well as reconstructing the accident scene. An experienced injury attorney knows what evidence

to look for and how to present it effectively in court or arbitration.



California applies a comparative fault system, which means that if you are found to be partially at fault for the
accident, your compensation may be reduced by your percentage of fault. For example, if you were driving five
miles per hour over the speed limit when the other driver ran a red light, the court may find that you were 10% at
fault and reduce your damages by 10%. An attorney can protect you from being unfairly blamed and ensure that

the evidence clearly demonstrates that the other driver is responsible for your injuries.

Compensation for Your Injuries, Damages, and Losses

Compensation for your injuries, damages, and losses after an accident with an underinsured driver can include
economic damages, non-economic damages, and in some cases punitive damages. Economic damages include
medical expenses, hospital bills, surgery costs, rehabilitative therapy, prescription medications, in-home care, lost
wages, and loss of future earning capacity. Non-economic damages include pain and suffering, emotional

distress, loss of enjoyment of life, and loss of consortium with your spouse or family members.

In an underinsured motorist claim, your own insurance company is responsible for paying your damages, but
your insurer may try to minimize your claim. The insurance you purchased should provide the protection you
need, but the claims process can be adversarial, and insurance adjusters are trained to protect the company's
bottom line. An attorney will fight to ensure that your claim reflects the true severity of your injuries and the

long-term impact on your life.
To calculate the full value of your claim, your attorney will consider the following types of compensation:

* Medical expenses, both past and future

® |ost wages and reduced earning capacity

® Pain and suffering, including physical pain and emotional distress
® Property damage and car repair costs

¢ Disability and permanent disfigurement

* Loss of enjoyment of life

Receiving compensation for your injuries is not a simple process, and the insurance company will not volunteer to
pay you what your case is worth. You need an attorney who is willing to stand up to the insurance company and,

if necessary, take your case to court to obtain the justice you deserve.

Steven Eisenberg, Eisenberg Law Group PC, and YMPK Law Group LLP

Steven Eisenberg is the lead attorney at Eisenberg Law Group PC, and he works with a team of dedicated
personal injury attorneys in Los Angeles and throughout California. The firm is part of YMPK Law Group LLP, a
larger legal network that handles complex personal injury and insurance disputes. Our attorneys are located at
5503 Cahuenga Blvd, Unit 200 North Hollywood, CA 91601, and we proudly serve clients across the greater Los

Angeles area, including the San Fernando Valley and surrounding communities.

At Eisenberg Law Group PC and YMPK Law Group LLP, we understand that being injured in an accident is one of
the most stressful and overwhelming experiences a person can face. Our law group is committed to providing
personal attention, honest advice, and tireless advocacy for every client. We focus on personal injury law,
including car accidents, truck accidents, motorcycle accidents, pedestrian accidents, and claims involving

uninsured or underinsured motorists.

When you contact our firm, you will speak directly with an attorney who will listen to your story, answer your

legal questions, and provide you with clear directions on the next steps in your case. Our legal team will handle



all communications with insurance companies, file all necessary paperwork, and keep you informed throughout
the process. We invite you to reach out to us for a free consultation and learn why so many injury victims trust

our attorneys with their most important legal matters.

The Legal Suite Process: Steps and Timeline for Your Case

The legal suite process for an underinsured motorist claim begins with a free consultation and an evaluation of
your insurance policy and accident details. Your attorney will review the coverage available under your policy,
determine the at-fault driver's insurance limits, and calculate the full extent of your injuries and damages. Once
this information is gathered, your attorney will send a demand letter to your insurance company outlining your

claim and the compensation you are seeking.

Many underinsured motorist claims are resolved through negotiation, but if the insurance company refuses to
offer a fair settlement, the case may proceed to arbitration or litigation. In California, uninsured motorist claims
are typically resolved through arbitration rather than a traditional court trial, and the arbitrator's decision can be
binding. Having an attorney who is experienced with the arbitration process is critical, because the rules and

procedures are different from a standard lawsuit.

The timeline for resolving an underinsured motorist case varies depending on the complexity of your injuries, the
strength of the evidence, and the insurance company's willingness to negotiate fairly. Some cases settle within a
few months, while others may take a year or more to resolve. Your attorney will work diligently to move your case
forward as quickly as possible while still maximizing the compensation you receive, and you will never have to

worry about missing a filing deadline or failing to comply with a legal requirement.

Common Questions About Uninsured Motorist Claims in California

Many California residents have questions about uninsured motorist claims, and understanding the answers is
essential to protecting your legal rights. One of the most common questions we receive is whether uninsured
motorist coverage is mandatory in California, and the answer is that insurance companies must offer it, but you
may reject it in writing. If you rejected the coverage, it may not be available to you after an accident, which is why

it is important to review your policy regularly.

Another common question is how long the insurance company has to respond to your uninsured motorist claim.
Under California law, the insurance company must acknowledge receipt of your claim within 15 days and make a
decision within 90 days, but these deadlines do not always prevent delays. An attorney can help move the

process along and hold the insurance company accountable for unreasonable delays.

Accident victims also frequently ask whether they can be compensated if they were a passenger in a car struck by
an uninsured driver, and the answer is yes. As a passenger, you have the right to pursue compensation from the
at-fault driver, your own insurance policy, the driver's policy, and any other household members' policies that
provide uninsured motorist coverage. An experienced injury attorney will investigate all potential sources of

coverage to ensure you receive the maximum compensation available.

Risks of Handling Your Claim Without a Personal Injury Attorney

Handling your underinsured motorist claim without a personal injury attorney and an insurance company that is
working against you is risky. The insurance company may pressure you to settle quickly for an amount that is far

less than the actual value of your claim, and once you sign a release, you cannot seek additional compensation in



the future. There is a real risk that you will accept a settlement that does not cover your medical bills, lost wages,

and pain and suffering, especially if your injuries continue to worsen over time.

The insurance company may use your own words against you by asking for a recorded statement and then
arguing that you admitted fault or minimized your injuries. You may not understand the legal technicalities of
legal jargon, and the insurance adjuster may convince you to make decisions that benefit the company rather
than you. Without legal representation, you are navigating a complex legal system alone, and that is a dangerous

position to be in.

In addition, there is a risk of missing important filing deadlines, such as the two-year statute of limitations for
personal injury claims and the time limits for initiating arbitration under your policy. If you miss these deadlines,
your claim may be barred forever, and you will be left paying the full cost of your injuries out of your own pocket.
When you hire an experienced attorney, they protect you from these risks and work to obtain the compensation

you deserve.

Does Uninsured Motorist Coverage Protect You in a Hit-and-Run
Accident?

Uninsured motorist coverage does protect you in a hit-and-run accident in California, provided you meet certain
conditions. If you are struck by a driver who flees the scene and you are unable to identify them, your uninsured
motorist coverage may pay for your injuries and, in some cases, your property damage. However, you must
report the hit-and-run accident to the police within a reasonable time and to your insurance company as soon as

possible, because these reporting requirements are strictly enforced.

Insurance companies frequently scrutinize hit-and-run claims to determine whether the accident actually involved
another vehicle and whether you are telling the truth. To approve your claim, the insurance company may require
physical evidence such as paint transfer, vehicle damage patterns, witness statements, or surveillance video that
proves a hit-and-run occurred. An attorney can help you gather this evidence and file a claim that satisfies the

insurance company's requirements.

It is important to know that uninsured motorist property damage coverage has different rules than bodily injury
coverage in California. For property damage, protection applies only if the hit-and-run driver physically contacts
your vehicle, and there are exclusions if you were operating a vehicle owned by you or a household member. If
you have any doubts about your coverage or your rights after a hit-and-run accident, you should contact our law

group for a free consultation with an attorney who can provide clear legal advice.

Is Eisenberg Law Group PC the Right Choice for Your Underinsured
Motorist Case?

If you are searching for an underinsured motorist attorney in Los Angeles who will fight for your rights, Eisenberg
Law Group PC and YMPK Law Group LLP are an excellent choice. Steven Eisenberg and his legal team have the
skills, resources, and determination to handle even the most complex claims, and we are committed to providing
personalized representation to every client who walks through our doors. Our law group at 5503 Cahuenga Blvd
Unit 200 North Hollywood, CA 91601 is conveniently located in North Hollywood, and we serve accident victims

throughout California.

We know that you may be worried about the cost of legal representation, which is why we offer a free
consultation and accept cases on a contingency fee basis. This means you will not pay any attorney's fees unless

we succeed in recovering compensation for you, and there are never any upfront costs. We offer honest advice,



regular updates, and direct access to an attorney who will personally handle your case, and you will never be just

another file in a big impersonal law firm.

If you have been injured in an accident with an uninsured or underinsured driver, you should not delay in seeking
legal help. Evidence can be lost, witnesses' memories fade, and deadlines may expire, so it is essential to contact
us as soon as possible after the accident. Call our team at YMPK Law Group LLP today and let our law group

provide you with the legal support and direction you need to move forward with your life after an accident.

Company: Eisenberg Law Group PC
Address: 811 Wilshire Blvd #1720, Los Angeles, CA 90017
Phone: (213) 616-5353



