A drafty door in an older Preston Hollow home is usually more than a comfort issue. It often means the frame has

shifted, the weatherstripping has aged out, or the door itself no longer fits the opening the way it once did.

The good news is that a draft does not automatically mean replacement. In many cases, you can improve the seal

with simple corrections, though some doors are so misaligned that repair only buys time.

What Makes Older Doors Drafty

Preston Hollow homes built years ago often have real character, but they also have a long service history. Over

time, that can leave a door opening a little out of square even when the problem is not obvious from the hallway.
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One of the most common causes is simple wear. Weatherstripping compresses, cracks, or pulls loose. Door
sweeps flatten. Caulk at the trim dries out. Once that happens, even a door that closes properly can still leak

along the edges.

In this part of Texas, foundation movement can change how a door fits the frame. A small shift is enough to

create a gap at the top, bottom, or latch side, and once that happens, air starts sneaking through.

Sometimes the slab is the weak point. Wood can swell, shrink, or warp. Hinges loosen. Older doors take dings
that change how they meet the frame. When the door no longer sits true in the opening, sealing products only

go so far.

Fixes That Often Stop A Draft

Before fixing anything, find the actual gap. A hand test or a strip of paper can show where the door is leaking.

The bottom edge, latch side, and top corners are usually the first places to check.

If the weatherstripping is old, replacing it is often the cheapest and most effective first move. The trick is
matching the right profile to the frame so the door compresses firmly without binding. Cheap material that looks

close enough often leaves the same draft behind.

A threshold adjustment can help when the draft is coming from the bottom. Many exterior doors have some
room for fine-tuning, and a small change in height or compression can close a gap that has been letting air in for
years. If the threshold is damaged or badly worn, replacement may be smarter than trying to coax more life out

of it.

Hinge adjustments can also help if the slab is sagging. Tightening loose screws, replacing stripped fasteners, or
shimming a hinge can pull the latch side back into alignment. If the screws keep stripping out, that is a clue the

frame or jamb may be too soft or too shifted for a simple tune-up.

Caulk helps with minor gaps around the trim, but it will not fix a door that no longer fits the opening. If the
casing has pulled away from the wall or the frame is separated from the surrounding material, resealing can still

cut down on drafts and noise.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

When Replacement Is The Better Call
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Some doors can be saved. Others keep fighting you no matter how much adjustment work you do. When the

door is warped, the frame is off, or the seal never really improves, replacement is usually the honest answer.

Look for signs that point beyond surface wear. Large daylight visible around the edges, recurring sticking, water
intrusion, or hardware that no longer holds alignment are all warnings that the whole assembly may need

attention, not just another strip of weatherstripping.

The frame matters as much as the slab. When the jamb is out of square or the opening has shifted too far, a

properly fitted replacement often solves comfort and energy loss better than a series of small repairs.

For homeowners comparing repair and replacement, energy use is usually part of the discussion. A door that
leaks air can make HVAC systems work harder, especially during long stretches of heat or cold. Newer energy-

efficient doors can improve comfort, but only if the installation is tight and the frame is sound.

How To Prevent Drafts From Coming Back

Once the door is sealed properly, a little maintenance goes a long way. Check the bottom sweep each season,
inspect the weatherstripping for flattening, and make sure the latch still pulls the slab tight. These small checks

catch problems before they turn into a familiar winter draft or a summer air leak.

It also helps to watch for new signs of movement. If doors start to drag again, or if the gap changes from one
side of the frame to the other, the house may be telling you the opening has shifted. Catching that early can keep

you from waiting until the door is badly out of alignment.

The best fix depends on what failed first. Sometimes the answer is a few practical repairs. Sometimes the opening
has aged past the point where patching is worth the effort. Either way, the goal is the same, a door that closes

cleanly and keeps the air where it belongs.



