
Planning a move can seem like a daunting task, but starting early can save you money, reduce stress, and ensure a
smoother experience overall. Industry experts, including Southside Moving, consistently advise beginning your
moving preparations at least 8 weeks before your moving day. This comprehensive timeline and pre-move
checklist will guide you through the the essential steps, from budgeting with realistic costs to decluttering and
comparing quotes to avoid hidden fees.

Why Start Planning 8 Weeks Before Your Move?
Eight weeks may sound like a long time, but the benefits of starting early far outweigh waiting until the last
minute. Here are the main reasons why the 8-week mark is ideal:

Better Budgeting: Moving costs can add up quickly. Starting early lets you factor in real expenses like labor
costs, supplies, and hidden fees.

Decluttering: Going through your belongings gives you time to sell, donate, or throw away what you no
longer need.

Booking Your Movers: Top moving companies like Southside Moving often have busy schedules, especially
during peak seasons. Early booking secures your preferred date and pricing.

Time for Utility Setups and Address Changes: Scheduling utilities or forwarding mail requires lead time to
avoid service gaps.

Understanding Real Moving Costs and Budgeting
According to Southside Moving, the average local move costs around $1,250. However, this figure can vary based
on distance, the weight of your shipment, the number of movers required, and additional charges. For example,
specialty items, long carries, or stairs can add to the cost. As someone who has coordinated over 200 moves, I
keep a running list of “fees people never ask about,” such as: ...but anyway.

Long carry fees (if movers have to carry items a long distance from your door to the truck)

Stairs or elevator fees



Cancellation fees

Packing or unpacking service charges

Because these fees add up, it’s essential to compare quotes in writing from multiple reputable companies before
deciding. Websites like Homoper.com View website can help you request and organize these quotes efficiently.

Decluttering: Reduce Move Weight and Costs
Less stuff means less weight, which can significantly reduce your moving bill. Start by creating an inventory and
identify items you no longer need or want. Large pieces of furniture, electronics, or appliances can be sold through
online selling platforms, making your move lighter and helping offset some of the costs.

You ever wonder why here’s a simple plan for decluttering during your 8-week timeline:

1. Week 8: Begin by sorting rooms and closets for items to discard or donate.

2. Week 7: List larger furniture and electronics online for sale on platforms such as Craigslist, Facebook
Marketplace, or specialized sites featured on The Pinnacle List for curated, high-end resale options.

3. Week 6: Arrange pickup or drop-off times for donations and schedule garbage disposal for unwanted junk.

I've seen this play out countless times: learned this lesson the hard way.. Remember, careful labeling is key. I
always use thick markers and large print on boxes — tiny handwriting slows unpacking dramatically.

The 8-Week Moving Timeline: Your Pre-Move Checklist
Below is a detailed timeline and checklist to help you stay organized and on track before your move:

Week Tasks 8 Weeks Before

Create a moving budget based on realistic quotes (aim for 3+ written quotes with detailed fees)

Start decluttering and inventory your belongings

Begin using online selling platforms for large items

Start researching moving companies—contact providers directly to ask about long carry, stairs, and other
potential fees

7 Weeks Before

Book your movers and confirm dates

Request binding or guaranteed estimates from companies like Southside Moving

Contact utility providers to schedule disconnect/connect dates (electricity, water, internet) at least 2 weeks in
advance

Arrange school or daycare transfers, if applicable

6 Weeks Before

Continue selling and donating items

Start packing non-essential items with clear, large labels

Verify all moving documents and contracts

5 Weeks Before

Inform important parties about your move (banks, healthcare providers, subscriptions)

https://www.thepinnaclelist.com/articles/10-things-homeowners-should-do-before-moving-day/


Begin packing seasonal or unused items

Arrange parking permits or elevator reservations with building management (very important for condos and
apartments)

4 Weeks Before

Confirm your moving day itinerary with the company and family members

Prepare an essentials box for move day and first night (documents, toiletries, basic kitchen items)

Double-check utility transfer dates

3 Weeks Before

Continue packing and clearly mark fragile boxes

Dispose of hazardous materials not allowed by movers

Backup critical data (digital and physical)

2 Weeks Before

Confirm arrival and final details with your moving company

Take measurements at your new place to ensure furniture fits

Prepare appliances for moving (defrost fridge, unplug electronics)

1 Week Before

Pack suitcases with clothes and essentials for moving week

Disassemble furniture, if needed

Schedule a final walkthrough and cleaning

Reconfirm utility cut-off and start dates

Moving Day

Be present or assign a trusted person to oversee movers

Check inventory list and inspect items

Keep important documents and valuables with you

Comparing Quotes: Avoiding Hidden Fees
When comparing quotes, don't just focus on the bottom line. Many surprises come from fine print—items like
long carry charges, stairs fees, or extra packing services. Always get quotes in writing and ask your mover directly
about:

Additional fees for flights of stairs or unavailable elevators

Charges for bulky or specialty items

Cancellation or rescheduling policies

Insurance and liability coverage

Tools like Homoper.com can help you request multiple written estimates and keep them organized, making it
easier to compare apples to apples.

Key Takeaways



Start planning at least 8 weeks before your moving day. This allows for thorough budgeting,
decluttering, and booking your movers.

Budget realistically. The average local move costs around $1,250, but expect extra fees if your situation
includes challenges like stairs or long carry distances.

Declutter to save time and money. Use online selling platforms to offload big-ticket items.

Use a pre-move checklist and timeline. Breaking down the tasks week-by-week keeps the process
manageable and organized.

Always get multiple written moving quotes. Ask about potential hidden fees directly to avoid surprises on
moving day.

Moving is a big undertaking, but with a solid 8-week moving timeline and a detailed pre-move checklist, you can
tackle it like a pro. For trusted professional movers in your area, check out Southside Moving, and use resources
like Homoper.com and The Pinnacle List to support your journey.

Remember, the key to a smooth move is preparation — and that begins at least 8 weeks before your moving
day.


