
What to Know About Dental Implants Coral Springs
Patients Ask About
Missing a tooth can change more than your smile. It can affect how you chew, how you speak,
and over time, how your other teeth shift. For anyone in Coral Springs considering tooth
replacement, dental implants are often the first option that comes up. And for good reason. But
before you call a clinic, it helps to understand what the process actually involves, what the
trade-offs are, and how to pick the right provider for the long haul.

I have spent years working with patients who came in nervous, confused by conflicting advice
online, or worried about pain. Most of them left with a much clearer picture after we talked
through the basics. So let us walk through the essentials of dental implants coral springs
residents should know before making a decision.

What Is a Dental Implant?
A dental implant is a small titanium post that a surgeon places into your jawbone, under the
gum line. Once the bone heals around it, the post becomes a sturdy anchor for a crown, bridge,
or denture. Think of it like a replacement root. Unlike bridges that rely on adjacent teeth for
support, an implant stands on its own. That is a big advantage for preserving the health of your
other teeth over time.

The implant itself is not visible once it is placed. You see the crown on top, which a dentist
custom-shapes and shades to match your natural teeth. The whole setup can last decades
with proper care. But getting there takes patience, and the timeline matters more than most
people expect.
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The Process: More Than a Single Visit
Getting an implant is not a one-and-done deal. It usually involves several stages spread over
four to eight months. Here is a rough breakdown:

Initial consultation and imaging: Your dentist takes X-rays and often a 3D scan to map
the bone density and nerve locations. This step decides whether you need a bone
graft first.

Tooth extraction if needed: If the damaged tooth is still there, it must be removed.
Sometimes the implant goes in the same day. More often, the site needs a few weeks
to heal.
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Implant placement surgery: The surgeon makes a small incision in the gum, drills a
precise hole in the bone, and screws in the titanium post. Then they stitch the gum
closed over it.

Osseointegration: This is the healing phase where your bone grows around the
implant. It usually takes three to six months. Rushing it can lead to failure.

Abutment and crown placement: Once the implant is stable, a connector piece called
an abutment is attached, and then the final crown is cemented or screwed onto it.

Each step has its own recovery period. Most people can return to work a day or two after the
surgery, but the soft tissue needs about two weeks to settle. The real waiting is for the bone to
fuse, and that part cannot be hurried.

Who Is a Good Candidate?
Not everyone qualifies for implants right away. The most common hurdle is insufficient bone
density. If the jawbone is too thin or soft after years of tooth loss, the implant may not hold. In
those cases, a bone graft can build up the area. The graft material can come from your own
bone, a donor, or a synthetic source. That adds a few months to the timeline, but it often makes
the difference between a stable implant and a loose one.



Age is less of a factor than general health. Teenagers whose jaws are still growing usually
need to wait. Older adults with chronic conditions like uncontrolled diabetes or heavy smoking
habits face higher failure rates. That does not mean implants are off the table, but it means the
dentist needs to manage healing carefully. Good oral hygiene is non-negotiable, before and
after the procedure.

Cost and Insurance Considerations
Implants are an investment. A single implant with its crown can run between three thousand
and six thousand dollars, depending on the complexity, materials, and whether any bone
grafting is needed. Many dental insurance plans cover only a portion, often the crown part, and
cap the annual benefit at a few thousand dollars. Medical insurance rarely applies unless the
tooth loss stems from an accident or a medical condition.

Some clinics offer payment plans or financing through third parties. It is worth asking about
those options during the consultation. But be wary of deals that seem too cheap. Implant
surgery requires skill, sterile conditions, and quality materials. Cutting corners on any of those
can lead to infection, implant failure, or nerve damage.

How to Choose a Dentist or Specialist
Not every general dentist places implants. Some refer patients to a periodontist or oral surgeon
for the surgical part, then handle the crown themselves. That can work fine, but it means
coordinating between two offices. Other clinics, especially those that have been doing implant
work for years, handle everything in-house. That often makes the process smoother for the
patient.

When you look into dental implants coral springs, ask the provider how many implants they
have placed and what their success rate has been. A reputable dentist will have before-and-
after photos, patient testimonials, and a clear explanation of their sterilization protocols. Do
not be shy about asking whether they use digital guides for implant placement. That
technology improves accuracy and reduces recovery time.
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What Recovery Feels Like
The surgery itself is done under local anesthesia, so you feel pressure but no sharp pain. Once
the numbness fades, some soreness and swelling are normal. Most people manage with over-
the-counter pain relievers, though your dentist may prescribe something stronger for the first
couple of days. Soft foods are your friend for the first week. Smoothies, yogurt, mashed
potatoes, and soups work well. Avoid anything crunchy, sticky, or hot that could disturb the
surgical site.

Healing from a bone graft can be a bit more uncomfortable than a straightforward implant
placement. But the discomfort is temporary. The reward is a tooth that looks, feels, and
functions like a natural one, without the hassle of cleaning around a partial denture or worrying
about a bridge failing.

Long-Term Care Is Simple but Non-Negotiable
Once your implant is fully healed and the crown is in place, you care for it almost like a natural
tooth. Brush twice a day, floss daily, and see your dentist for regular check-ups and cleanings.
The only difference is that you need to pay special attention to the gum line around the
implant. Bacteria can accumulate there and cause peri-implantitis, an infection that can
destroy the bone supporting the implant. That is rare with good hygiene, but it is real.



Most implants that fail do so in the first year or two. After that, the success rate is over 95
percent. The key is keeping the surrounding tissue healthy and not skipping your six-month
visits. Your dentist will check the fit of the crown, the health of the gum, and the stability of the
implant with an X-ray every year or two.

Alternatives Worth Considering
Implants are not the only option. A fixed bridge can replace a missing tooth without surgery,
but it requires grinding down the adjacent teeth for support. A removable partial denture is
cheaper but less stable and can accelerate bone loss in the gap. For a single missing tooth, a
bridge is often a reasonable alternative if the neighboring teeth are healthy. For multiple
missing teeth in a row, especially at the back of the mouth, implants usually provide better
function and comfort.

Your dentist should present the pros and cons of each option without pressure. If a clinic
pushes implants without discussing alternatives, that is a red flag. A good consultation is a
conversation, not a sales pitch.

If you are searching for dental implants coral springs, you have choices. Some clinics focus
heavily on cosmetic results. Others emphasize function and durability. The best ones balance



both. Look for a practice that takes the time to explain the whole process, shows you realistic
expectations, and has a track record of happy patients.

ClearWave Dental & Aesthetics - Coral Springs Dentist, located at 8894 Royal Palm Blvd, Coral
Springs, FL 33065, USA, is a family dental clinic that has been offering preventive, restorative,
cosmetic, and emergency dental care for all ages since 1998. You can reach them at +1 954-
345-5200.

Connect with us on Pinterest.
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