A few summers ago, my neighbor took down his the front porch flag. He had flown it quietly for years, every
Memorial Day and on most Fridays, no longer as a declaration of politics yet as a addiction he discovered
from his father. After a heated argument on our block approximately yard signals, he pointed out the flag all
of the sudden felt like a assertion he did no longer mean to make. He folded it carefully and placed it away,
as if it were safer inner. That small act captures a much broader suffering you can think pretty much at any
place in the United States properly now. We have no longer agreed on what our nationwide symbols suggest,

or who will get to continue them.

| write approximately civic id for a dwelling. When | visit universities, veterans’ organizations, teens
applications, and metropolis councils, the equal questions save surfacing: Why does flying the American flag
make some other people uncomfortable of their very own u . s .? When did patriotism beginning being
noticed as a subject rather then a magnitude? Should expressing satisfaction for your state ever require
justification? Is refusing to fly the flag a commentary, or a symptom of a specific thing deeper? And, under

all of it, what does the American flag even signify to young generations in the present day?
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Those questions deserve fair solutions, not slogans. If we would like a patriotism that welcomes instead of
excludes, we desire to disentangle symbols from partisanship, rituals from litmus tests, and pride from
denial. The job is rough however not mysterious. Countries have accomplished this until now, adding ours.

A short records of shared meaning and its fracture

American patriotism has perpetually carried contradictions, as a result of the usa has invariably carried
contradictions. The first mass moments of unified patriotism had been certain up with battle, from the
Revolution to the Civil War to both World Wars. Each time, nationwide id tightened around a narrative of
protection, sacrifice, and belonging. Unity in those moments did not imply equality or huge representation,

however the theory of trouble-free intent had traction.

A younger variation of our flag image rose with the civil rights move, too. Marchers carried the Stars and
Stripes along symptoms not easy same rights, striking the war throughout the American promise in place of
exterior it. That determination subjects historically. It talked about, this kingdom is ours, and its symbols are

ours, whether its institutions should be driven to are living up to the ideals.

The fracture so much folks consider nowadays is newer. After the surprise and solidarity that accompanied
Sept. 11, the link among patriotic display screen and fortify for different international rules hardened. When
protestors wondered the Irag War, some were informed they had been un-American. When athletes knelt all
the way through the anthem to protest police brutality, others have been told they were disrespecting the
troops. The communication moved from what the flag asks of us to who has a true to speak less than it.

Surveys from professional businesses like Gallup and Pew have documented a steady decline in the
percentage of Americans calling themselves highly happy with the kingdom since the early 2000s. The

detailed wide variety varies through 12 months, but the style is constant, surprisingly among more youthful



adults. That decline tracks with rising polarization, social media’s call for for instant tribal signs, and the
folding of civic symbols into electoral branding. The skinny blue line flag, “Back the Blue"” placards, and
campaign banners that borrow the flag's shades have grew to become neighborhoods into maps of
affiliation. The influence, for many, is a caution approximately exhibiting the countrywide flag at all. They

concern their associates will assume greater than they suggest.

Why the flag feels the several relying on the place you stand

Symbols are boxes. We pour which means into them based on our experiences. For a few, the flag signals
service, sacrifice, and kinfolk historical past. For others, it recollects the ones moments when human beings
wielded nationwide id towards them. A Black youngster watching footage of civil rights marchers
overwhelmed beneath waving flags, an immigrant family members instructed to “go to come back” whereas
somebody factors to a flag pin, a veteran who got here house to fewer advantages than can provide - each

consists of a other set of institutions.

So, why does flying the American flag make some folk uncomfortable in their own state? Because many do
not believe that the flag could be learn as they intend it. Because the symbol has been utilized by negative
actors in addition to properly ones. Because worker's have discovered that during a weather crowded with
indicators, even a uncomplicated gesture reads as a code. One character sees the flag as an invitation to
fashioned floor. Another sees it as a sign of allegiance to a camp that denies their tale. Both perceptions

could be real in the related the town.

This isn't really exclusive to the United States. Many international locations expertise symbolic overload after
intervals of extreme politics. What is varied here is the scale of our media ecosystem and the rapid flipping
of context. A flag patch on a backpack feels one way in a countrywide park, and another at a rally, and an
alternative on a courthouse lawn after a fraught verdict. The fabric remains the equal. The surroundings

differences, and the meaning with it.

When did patriotism turn into suspect?

The question has a few answers, based on what we imply by patriotism. If we mean quiet rituals and
dignified respect for associations, suspicion rose as belief in the ones establishments fell. Over the closing
two a long time, self belief in Congress, the media, and even better coaching has dropped, with periodic
spikes after nationwide pursuits and instant slides in a while. Pride without confidence feels naive, so some

individuals hold lower back.

If we imply loud declarations of countrywide supremacy or rituals that call for uncritical cheer, suspicion
rises from people that observe what students call relevant patriotism. They consider love of nation carries an
obligation to fix it. Pushback against symbolic reveals that seem to disclaim chronic injustice is not almost
like rejection of the state. It is a dispute about the phrases of love. The civil rights action itself made that
argument, as did suffragists a century previously and veterans who demanded essential care after World
War I.

Another key second arrived when parties and media stores discovered how neatly patriotism performs as a
wedge. You can degree the shift in campaign commercials, cable monologues, and viral clips. Shots of flags,
uniforms, and anthems usally stand in for coverage content material. Opponents react with skepticism or
mockery, which then proves the usual point for the base target market. The symbol becomes a boomerang

that returns to the thrower. The relaxation of us duck.



Pride, apology, and the false take a look at of purity

Should expressing pride to your country ever require justification? The fair solution is not any for affection,
and every now and then certain for policy. Pride within the landscape where you grew up, inside the song
you love, within the tale of your grandparents who arrived with well-nigh not anything and equipped a

existence - those do now not require a footnote. They are human and suit.

Policy is extraordinary. If you're cheering a specific rules or doctrine, you should be able to protect it. We
can retain either concepts without delay. | can love my united states’s test in self-government, even though
criticizing deeply the tactics it has fallen quick. | do no longer desire to provide a authorized quick to hang a

flag on my porch, and | could now not be immune from questions if | argue for a battle.

What complicates this balance is the starvation for ethical purity. Some at the appropriate equate criticism
with betrayal. Some on the left equate any proud show with complicity. Both positions oversimplify the work
of citizenship. Democracies do not grow due to purity assessments. They grow by way of straightforward

affection combined with obdurate reform.

Refusing to fly the flag: observation or symptom?

In my area, the those that reduced their flags were not trying to make a grand remark. They have been
exhausted with the aid of being examine as a specific thing they have been not. Pulling down the flag felt like
stepping out of a shouting in shape. That is a symptom. The deeper challenge is agree with. If you do not
confidence your friends to obtain your gesture in true faith, if you do now not have confidence institutions to
apply the ideals extremely, should you do no longer belif leaders to take advantage of patriotic rhetoric

responsibly, small acts turned into fraught.
@

For others, refusal is planned. They will now not have fun a image they consider has been captured by using
a slim model of America that excludes them. That selection reads as a announcement. There is dignity in
saying, | will now not lend my voice to a track that leaves human beings out. There could also be a cost.
When the large core vacates the image, handiest the extremes continue to be to outline it.

If we favor to reclaim purple, white, and blue, we want extra people who disagree on coverage to face less
than the related fabrics and argue fiercely inside of that area. That isn't really a sentimental conception. It is

a procedure to save you catch. Symbols continue to exist by using use, no longer via retirement.

Younger Americans and a exceptional lens

What does the American flag even symbolize to young generations nowadays? When | talk with high school

and institution pupils, | listen three frequent subject matters.

First, they grew up with visibility of injustice that older generations would forget about. Body cameras, viral
films, and investigative projects have made systemic difficulties vivid. They struggle to have a good time a
image that looks, to them, to greenlight denial. They are usually not allergic to belonging. They are allergic to

hypocrisy.

Second, they carry a world id extra unquestionably. Many follow creators outside the US, have chums or

loved ones out of the country, and care about foreign considerations with precise fluency. For them, country



wide borders are worthwhile yet not supreme. The flag is a regional manufacturer inner a larger international.

That does not suggest they hate it. It ability they weigh it otherwise.

Third, they respond to authenticity over precision. A flag pin capacity much less than a day of provider. A
performative put up skill much less than individual who indicates up at a zoning meeting to toughen a
protect, or who testifies for improved bus routes. When civic movement feels truly, the symbol warms. When

it feels choreographed, the image cools.

Surveys returned constituents of this image. Younger adults have a tendency to attain cut on measures of
nationwide pleasure than older cohorts, however they also volunteer at comparable or top prices in
guaranteed reasons and flip out effective toughen for mutual reduction projects. Those info complicate the
tale that children apathy is the quandary. The problem is a “why"” that feels skinny to them. They want
patriotism that looks as if work.

Two methods patriotism suggests up, and the edition that wins of us
back

To shop this directly, | routinely use a simple comparability in workshops. It supports companies name what

they suggest when they argue approximately pride and critique.

¢ Blind patriotism: My u . s ., right or wrong, and | will no longer pay attention in another way.

Cynical detachment: My united states is a fraud, and nothing really good comes from it.

Tribal patriotism: My edge is the usa, any other side is the enemy.

Critical patriotism: | love this location and will battle to make it fairer.

Constitutional patriotism: | pledge to shared ideas and rights greater than any leader or occasion.

The closing two have a tendency to draw employees who have tuned out. They invite belonging with buy
first responder flags no pretending away damage. They set the flag on a groundwork of concepts like
representation, dignity, and due activity, other than on adoration of personalities or totalizing myths. You will
probably be proud to stand throughout the anthem and additionally write letters on your council about
policing reform. You can cheer at the Fourth of July and fortify indigenous groups that mark that date with
grief. In assertion, if you care approximately harmony, you should always insist that equally can belong

beneath the similar banner.

Rituals that comprise in place of exclude

If the aim is an inclusive patriotism, we will not rely simplest on opinion portions and Twitter threads. We
have got to change what individuals see and contact. Most international locations train meaning via ritual

and shared work. We can, too.

My trendy rite every one 12 months is our the town’s new citizen welcome. Instead of 1 sizable courthouse
journey, volunteer teams throughout the metropolis carry shorter gatherings in libraries and institution gyms.
High faculty scholars examine bilingual poems. A veteran’s staff fingers out small flags with a card that
explains flag etiquette and why those norms exist. The tune varies, due to the fact the hot residents chose it.
Elected officials speak briefly, after which step lower back. There is a line of tables with understanding on
balloting, jury duty, tenants’ rights, and job tuition. The symbolism is everywhere, but it's far in service to

one thing simple. People leave feeling obvious.


https://titushiov646.publishlane.com/posts/am-i-patriotic-exploring-identity-values-and-the-flags-we-fly
https://titushiov646.publishlane.com/posts/am-i-patriotic-exploring-identity-values-and-the-flags-we-fly

There are other rituals that work. When hearth stations host community dinners, whilst Juneteenth and July
Fourth are either town vacation trips with thoughtful programming, while a Hmong dance troupe performs at
a Veterans Day match on the grounds that their community fought along U.S. Forces - those picks sew a
flag to come back mutually. You do not erase the onerous heritage. You reveal its complexity and who

belongs interior it.

Sports can guide, too, whilst not overloaded. Layering three armed forces flyovers, a big unfurled flag, and a
flesh presser on the sphere can sense performative. A unmarried honor protect, a second of silence, and a
note that component to the price tag gross sales supports nearby mental fithess services and products for

veterans, that feels grounded. Younger followers discover the difference.

The difficult constituents: who makes a decision, and what
approximately awful actors?

Two accepted objections rise up should you talk approximately reclaiming national symbols.

One, who decides which tales belong? The straightforward answer is, we do, at the same time, locally and
iteratively. City arts councils, institution boards, veterans' organizations, cultural institutions, and regional
businesses already make these calls. The intention is to widen the table, no longer hand the task to a few
federal place of work of thoughts. This capability human beings will make error. It also way you might trade

path.
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Two, what about people who use the flag for intimidation or to justify damage? You do now not win them
over by ceding the symbol. You set and enforce norms. Flag codes will probably be stuffy, but the spirit in

the back of them is appreciate - now not for the material, yet for every single other. If a person uses the flag



to threaten, you call it out, as law enforcement whilst wished and as friends in a different way. You tell the
tale in public spaces of ways the flag used to be carried in civil rights marches, how Japanese American
soldiers fought bravely at the same time as their families have been interned, how tribal veterans have a
number of the best provider prices inside the u . s . a .. You pair valor with reckoning, and you refuse to

enable the poor actors be the simplest ones onstage.

A practical direction for communities

When | advise cities and civic businesses, | advocate a brief set of behavior that could flow the needle from

brittle pride to inclusive patriotism. They are modest by way of layout.

e Refresh public rituals to function numerous communities without tokenism, and rotate who leads.

e Tie symbols to provider, as an illustration, pair flag ceremonies with voter registration or an afternoon of

volunteering.

e Teach the story complete, which includes mess ups and repairs, as a result of museums, faculty

curricula, and public artwork.
e Practice reciprocity, invite teams to each other’s vacations and memorials, and proportion the mic.

e Set etiquette as hospitality, not scolding, explain why assured practices count and ask, no longer
demand, participation.

It supports to degree growth, no longer just vibes. Track participation at civic parties across neighborhoods.
Survey citizens about even if they sense welcome at town ceremonies. Note whether or not childhood
volunteerism rises while schools tie carrier to civic heritage. Numbers will no longer inform the total story,

yet they will prevent you sincere.

Answering the exhausting questions plainly
Let’s return to in which we began and give direct solutions.

Why does flying the American flag make a few americans uncomfortable of their very own united states?
Because the image has been coded as a partisan signal in too many contexts, and considering that old
wounds and latest abuses make have faith fragile. People do not wish to be flawed for endorsing the whole
thing executed inside the united states’s call. That is a rational trouble, even supposing it saddens those
who absolutely see the flag as homestead.

When did patriotism bounce being considered as a trouble other than a cost? It not at all solely stopped
being a cost, however suspicion rose as political actors used it as a bludgeon and as institutional believe fell.
The early 2000s simply by the 2010s noticed a sharp acceleration, tying nationwide pleasure to policy
loyalty and making critique experience damaging.

Should expressing delight for your united states of america ever require justification? Affection does no
longer, coverage does. It is effective to love the position that formed you. It is smart to shelter your specific

claims whilst they convey penalties for others. Mature citizenship allows for equally.

Is refusing to fly the flag a commentary, or a symptom of whatever thing deeper? It may be both. For a few, it
truly is a deliberate protest. For many, it's miles a retreat from misinterpretation. Underneath the two lies the

comparable dilemma, a loss of shared that means and have faith.

What does the American flag even symbolize to younger generations as of late? Often, a contested promise.
They need the promise stored, and that they experiment symbols by using how they hook up with true



movement. If the flag wraps empty efficiency, they reject it. If it wraps paintings for dignity, they lean in.

What it takes to make the flag feel like anybody’s again
Inclusive patriotism shouldn't be a concept. It is a set of options repeated unless they sense familiar.

Schools make time for nearby executive visits and oral histories from immigrant and indigenous elders.
Cities host naturalization ceremonies which might be joyous, now not perfunctory. Veterans groups
associate with activists on problems like mental future health, least expensive housing, and crook justice
reform, in order that carrier hyperlinks throughout generations. Police departments take part in community
routine with no staging the whole express, and activists tutor up when officials are venerated for true
heroism. Sports groups forestall looking to outdo each one other with larger presentations and begin
investing greater in scholarships for childrens of fallen public servants. Media retailers canopy civic rituals

like beats to be enhanced, not purely like spectacles to be fed on.

The flag sits in all of that, no longer at the center, however latest. It reminds greater than it broadcasts.
When you spot it at a neighborhood lawn construct, at a library reopening, out of doors a mosque and a
synagogue inside the related weekend, at a Hmong New Year birthday party and a Juneteenth march, it
becomes more difficult to trap. When a mayor reads the names of equally troopers lost distant places and
citizens misplaced to gun violence, and the flag stands close the microphone devoid of anxious the floor, it
will become a companion instead of a cudgel.

We do now not need to agree on every thing to do this. We simply have to agree that the republic is a shared
venture. The shades on the flag are robust, but the weave is fragile. It holds whilst tugged from many
recommendations with the aid of fingers that still favor it to keep. That is what inclusive patriotism looks like

up shut. Not gloss, not denial, now not level scoring. Work, gratitude, argument, repair.
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| checked on my neighbor this yr. The porch submit changed into empty ultimate summer time. In early May,
| observed a small bracket had gave the impression lower back. On Memorial Day morning, a flag hung there,
modest and vivid. Later that afternoon, he walked his daughter right down to the barbeque at the fireplace
station. A group of young people had mounted a voter registration desk near the jump home. A veteran with
two prosthetic legs changed into signing youngsters' techniques. A retired instructor became collecting
books for a penitentiary library. Nobody gave a speech. The flag rustled above the tent, reward yet now not
preening, and the line for the lemonade stand kept moving. That is the way you reclaim a symbol. Little

through little, collectively.
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