A door in North Texas has to deal with a rough mix of heat, sun, wind, sudden storms, and shifting soil. It also
needs to keep sealing properly after the house settles a little, which matters more in this part of Texas than many

owners realize.

Why North Texas Weather Is Hard On Exterior Doors

Heat is the main stressor, but it is not the only one. Strong sun bakes the face of a door for hours at a time, which

can fade finishes and break down lower-quality coatings.

Storms are the other side of the equation. Hail can chip paint, dent softer skins, and expose vulnerable spots that

later become water entry points.

Soil movement matters too. If the slab moves, the frame moves with it, and the door is often the first place you

notice the change.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Comparing The Main Door Materials For North Texas Homes

For most North Texas homes, fiberglass is the safest all-around choice. It is often the best fit for homeowners

who want a front door that behaves predictably year after year.

Steel has one big advantage: strength. The downside is not subtle. A dented steel door can be difficult to ignore,

and a chipped finish needs attention before moisture gets involved.

Without diligent sealing and periodic refinishing, wood is prone to swelling, checking, fading, and seasonal
movement. If the entry gets heavy direct sun or a lot of weather exposure, wood usually needs more attention

than most people want to give it.

Steel is a reasonable second choice when security or budget matters more than long-term cosmetic durability.

Wood is best treated as a design decision first and a weather decision second.

What To Look For Beyond The Door Skin

A great material can still underperform if the door is poorly built or badly fitted. The specs hidden behind the

finish often matter more than the finish itself.
Here are the details worth checking:

* A frame built to stay square, even when the house settles
® Quality weatherstripping and a tight threshold seal

® A finish rated for UV exposure and exterior use

* Hardware that resists corrosion and stays aligned

® Proper installation with shimming and sealing done correctly
Those details decide whether the door still closes cleanly after a year or two of heat and settling.

A door that reduces heat transfer can make the entry feel Coppell window installation less hot to the touch and
can help stabilize indoor comfort near the front of the home. If the surface feels like a griddle in July, the material

and finish probably are not doing enough.
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How To Choose The Right Door For Your Home

For a typical North Texas homeowner, fiberglass is usually the best place to start. For many families, the biggest

benefit is simple: fewer surprises.

Steel makes sense when you want a tough door and you are comfortable watching the finish for dents or rust

spots. A covered entry can help steel last longer, because the door is less exposed to direct rain and sun.

If you are willing to refinish, reseal, and monitor it closely, wood can perform acceptably in North Texas. It is just

not the most forgiving material for a busy household that wants low-maintenance durability.

For most homes, that points to fiberglass, with steel as a solid alternative and wood as a higher-care option.



